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CanpDipd RRADER, 


ERMIT me to aſſure you, upon the word of a — 
P and the faith of a chriſtian, I have moſt ſtrictly prohibited my 


ſelf the inſpection of the copy of thoſe Cantos in my former i 
which another, through moſt earneſt ſollicitations, was, too en 
by me admitted to be concerned in: for fear of being thrown into 
any ſimilitude of turn or identity of rhime. 


But, it can ſcarcely be imagined, one, who, by his immenſe la- 
bour in tranſlation of a moſt ſublime and favorite poem, proceeded 
to the finiſhing forty Cantos, could ſtand in need of any amd for three 
whole ones and four fragments : and, that, from a perſon inſtructed 
by myſelf in the A. B. C. of the language. So far from ſuch effect, 
it has been abſolutely the reverſe; for where I have, after compa- 
riſon, found caſually ſome reſemblance, I have ſet to making altera- 
tions, where it was feaſable, for the better, but, when I have, at laſt, 
diſcovered it either impracticable, or too laborious ſo to do, and 
might, poſſibly, be for the worſe, I have judged it proper to deſiſt: 
not conceiving it neceſſary to quit a main path, which lay ſo natural, 
it could ſcarce be avoided, to jump over rocks or through brambles, 


becauſe another had ſtep d thereon before me. 
* | | The 
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The motives for ſuffering another to appear as the editor, with 
the high honours which were conferred upon him therefrom, toge- 
ther with an infinitude of favours done, muſt be as little * 
to the publick, as is the return which has been received. 


The cauſe, which was productive of this new rendering, will need 


no Oedipus for its ſolution, on peruſal of the initial and final 
mottos annexed to the ſtudies of 


Your friend 
and well-wiſher, 


Headley Park, Hants, 
6 W. H. 
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SIMULATUM TOLLITUR AuxILITIUun 


ORLANDO FURITOSO. 


CANTO XXI. 


O cordage twiſted, with ſuch ligament, 
N Binds _ I think, nor wood nail's faſt 
preſs'd, 

'As faith, —— knot, to be aſunder rent 

Too ſtrong, environs ſtill the gen'rous breaſt : 
Therefore, it ſeems, the ancients did invent 

To cauſe in ſuch way ſacred truth be dreſs' d, 
With a white veil, cover'd from head to foot, 
Which one ſole ſpeck with blemiſh could pollute. 


2. 

Our faith we never ought to violate, 

Whether to thouſands plighted or to one : 
Wherefore, in wood recluſe or grove's retreat, 

Remote from buſy city and from town, 
As if at the tribunal's crouded feat, 

Of evidence, in legal form, wrote down, 
Without an oath or without farther proof, 
Our promiſe, once gone forth, is bond enough. 


This well obſerv'd, as 3 bound to do, 
In ev'ry enterprize, the knight Zerbine : 
And, how he it regarded, here did ſhow, 
When he his purpos'd journey did decline, 
With her to travel, who caus' 4 him ſuch woe, 
As if were near him malady malign, 
Or death itſelf; but far more prevalent 
Now was his promiſe, than his firſt intent, 


4. 
I ſaid of him, that now this wretch to ſee 
Under his — ſo did him torment, 
2 heart ſo tore, not word ſaid 


But ſilent, ſullen they together went : 
I faid, was broke that taciturnity, 
What time the ſun from our horizon went, 
By meeting an advent*rous, errant knight, 
On whom they, in the 1 chanc'd to light. 


Th' old woman, as to her? this knight was known, 
Who th' name, Hermonides of Holland, bore, 
Who, for his arms, on ſable ſcutcheon, 

Charg'd thereon croſsways bend vermillion wore, 
Her ſemblance inſolent and pride lay'd down, 

In humble guiſe now Zerbin does implore; 
And caus'd him on his promiſe to reflect, 
To th” female warrior, that he'd her protect. 


6. 

For, *gainſt her and her kin, on malice bent 

This warrior was, and now gainſt her came on: 
He had deſtroy'd her father innocent, 

Her brother too, who was her only one: 
And ſuch way was the reſt to treat intent, 

As to the others had the traytor done. 
Since, lady, you yourſelf find in my care, 
Zerbin ad, 1 would have you baniſh fear. 
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The cavalier, more nigh when caſt his ſight, 
Upon that face, which he had ſo in hate, 


Either prepare yourſelf wiih me to fight, 


Cry'd out, with fierce, intimidating threat, 


Or the defence of that old woman quit, 


Who from my hand ſhall find her ſuiting fate. 
If you fight for her, dead you ſhall remain ; 


For ſo it falls to thoſe, who wrong maintain. 


| 8. 

Zerbin reply'd to him, with courteſy ; 
It did detire of evil ſort betray, 

And correſponded ill with chival 


To ftrive to take a woman's 5 : 


Thathe the cambat was prepar'd to try ; 


But, firſt, to well conſider on him lay, 
How knight genteel, ſor he as ſuch did ſhew, 
Would in a female's blood his hand embrue. 


1 | 9. 
Theſe words he ſaid to him, and more, in vain, 
And is compell'd to come to deeds at laſt : 
When they fit ſtretch had taken on the plain, 
Furious, full-ſpeed, they to th” encounter paſs d: 
When feaſt of public joy they entertain, 
Not ſky-rockets are with ſuch ſwiftneſs caſt, 
As forward puſh'd both their war-horſes fleet, 
Together the two cavaliers, to meet. 


10. 
Hermonides of Holland pointed low; 


For he to wound the right ſide did intend; 


But his weak lance did into pieces go, 
And little did the Scottiſh knight offend : 
Of th' other faint was not or vain the blow, 
Broke ſhield and fo did thro the ſhoulder rend, 
It from one fide to t other fairly pierc'd : 
Hermonides fell on the plain, revers'd. 


. 

Zerbin, who on him as now flain did look, 

By pity vanquiſh'd, ſudden leapt to ground, 
And from his pallid face his helmet took : 

And th' warrior, as if wak'd from ſleep profound, 
Gaz'd, fix'd, on Zerbin, nor a word he ſpoke: 

At length he ſaid, my mind it does not wound, 
That I'm by you beat down, who ſemblance bear, 
Of errant knighthood that the flow r you are. 


12. 

But much it grieves me, thro' th' occaſion 

Of treach'rous woman it to me falls out, 
To whom, I know not how, you're champion, 

Which too ill ſuiting is your valour ſtout : 
And when to you the reaſon ſhall be known, 

T hat me, to vengeance take on her, has brought, 
On cool reflection, you'll have ſorrow till, 
That you, for her eſcape, have done me ill. 

v7 


Canto 21, 


: I * : 
And, if ſufficient breath ; DOE to me, 
It to relate; but the reverſe I fear, 
I'll cauſe you know, beyond the laſt degree, 
This woman claims in wickedneſs her ſhare. 
I had a brother, in minority, | 
Who went from Holland, whence we natives are, 
And from Heraclius he knighthood gain'd, 
Who then o'er Greece the ſovereignty maintain'd, 


| 14 
Then he became, like . intimate 

Wich courteous baron, who was of that court, 
Who, upon Servia bord'ring, had a ſeat 

Well fortify'd with walls, a ſweet reſort : 
He Argeo named was, of whom I treat, 

Spouſe of this woman of the vileſt ſort : 
He her ador'd, fac in more great degree, 
Than ſuiting for ſo worthy man as he. 


15. 
But ſhe, than leaves, more voluble of mind,. 
When by autumnal ſeaſon render'd dry, 
Which trees deſpoils with its cold blaſts of wind, 
And circling they before its fury fly, 
Soon tow'rds her h became diſinclin'd, 
Tho' ſhe her heart ſometime held ſteadily : 
And turn'd ev'ry her thought, all her deſire, 
My brother for her lover to acquire. 


| 16. 
But gainſt the ſeas tempeſtuous ne er ſo faſt 
* The _ fam'd —ͤ— mo 
or aged pine againſt the northern blaſt, 
Which hundred years its folliage has renew'd, 
And as bove th' Alps extend its branches vaſt, 
So under ground its roots their courſe purſu'd, 
As did my brother by her courtſhip preſs'd, 
Of ev'ry id vicc the wicked neſt. 


37. 
Now, as to knight courageous may ariſe, 

Who feeks out ſtrife and finds it frequently, 
My brother wounded was in an emprize, 

At place to his companion's caſtle nigh : 
Where he, without an invitation, hies ; 

So us'd, if Argeo were or were not by : 
And he herein ſtop'd, there to take his reſt, 
Till he his ills receiv'd ſhould have redreſs'd. 


18. 

While in this houſe he lay, it did betide, 

Argeo on certain bus'neſs needs mult go: 
Sudden this graceleſs woman came and try d 

My brother, in the ſtile ſhe us'd to do; 
But faithful he no longer could abide, 

With guilty punctures to be harraſs'd fo, 
Choſe, to preſerve his faith inviolate, 


Of many ills what ſmalleſt he did eſtimate. 
9 


Canto 21. 


| 19. 
Mongſt many ills, this had his option : 
To quit with Argeo his long amity, 
Togo far off from thence, that no more known 
is name might to this wicked woman be: 
This extreme hard was; but was juſter one 
Than her perverted will to ſatisfy 
Or the wife's crime to th' huſband to relate, 


Who felt for her a paſſion ſo inordinate. 


20. 

And, tho? not yet recover'd of his wound, 

Puts on his arms and from the caſtle went: 
A mind he bore that ſteady was and found, 

Ne'er to return unto that quarter bent ; 
But all defence, all ſafe guard vain he found, 

Fortune's new tricks the whole did circumvent, 
Behold the huſband, i'th* mean time, returns, 
And finds the wife, who lamentably mourns. 


mW 

With locks diſchevell'd, face of crimſon dye: 

And he, what had difturb'd her ſo, enquir'd ; 
F'er ſhe was mov'd to give him a reply, 

She caus'd herſelf be frequently dete : 
Thinking mean time, what way ſhe beſt could try, 

T' avenge herſelf on him, who thus retir'd : 
And well it ſuits mind apt to fluctuate, 
To change her love to inſtantaneous hate. 


22, 
At laſt, ſaid : ah! wherefore ſhould I conceal 
The crime, I, in your abſence, did commit? 
For tho I to the world don't it reveal, 
My conſcience can't ſuch ſecrecy admit : 
ke _ ou 3 foul 3 feel, 
ithin by ſuch penitence is ſmit, 
As does all — — exceed, 
That could be to me, for my fault decreed, 
23. 
If what per force is done, fault may be, 
Be't what it will, to you [ll all relate: 
Then with your ſword, from its foul bark, ſet fres 
My ſoul, which white is and immaculate : 
And my eyes darken to eternity, 
That, after ſuch diſgrace, unfortunate, 
At leaſt I mayn't be forc'd to hold them down, 
Or bluſh, thro' ſhame, whoe'er I look upon. 
24. 
My honour your companion has betray'd, 
is body has poſleſs'd by violence: 
And, leſt the whole to you I w'd tell, afraid, 
The villain, no leave taking, fled from hence. 
In hatred him ſhe brought, by what ſhe ſaid, 
For whom before he friendſhip had intenſe, 
Argeo believes it, nor for more does ſtay ; 


But takes his arms and for his vengeance haſtes away. 
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! 30. 
And, tow'rds my brother ſtill new arts would try, 


B2 


25. 
And, as to him the country was well known, 
O'ertakes him, e'er he could much diſtance make; 
For that my brother gently travell'd on, 
Without ſuſpicion, being ſick and weak : 
And ſudden, in a lonely tation, 
He now ſeiz'd on him, his revenge to take. 
Nor excuſe valid could my brother find ; . 
For Argeo on the fight had fix d his mind. 


| 
26. "a 
One was in health, enflam'd with new rais'd hatc, 4 
T'other infirm, in long- us d amity : i 
So that my brother was in feeble ſtate, 
Gainſt his companion made his enemy: 
Philander, who deſerv'd a better fate, 
O' th' hapleſs youth, of whom I ſpeak to ye, 
That was the name, unable to ſuſtain 
The force of ſuch a fight, a pris'ner did remain. 


27. 

Forbid it heaven ! tho — to ſuch a way, 

My fury juſt and your demerit brought, 
To him ſaid Argeo, that I you ſhould 47. 

Whom I lov'd, and you me low d, ſure I thought : 
Tho' in the end you thus did me betray ; 

For I'm diſpos'd that the whole world be taught, 
That I to you ſuperior am approv'd, 
Aswell in & as when you 1 lov'd. 

28, 
By other way Ill puniſh your miſdeed, 
Than in your blood — more to embrue; 

Thus 228 caus d them put upon the ſteed 

A ſort of beir compos'd of verdant yew : 
And with him almoſt dead bid them proceed, 

Into a caftle's dungeon ſhut from view, 


Where he, for a al puniſhment 
Condemn'd, a gerte remain, this innocent. 


29. 
Howe' er, of naught he 8 deficiency, 
Except his freedom thence to get away; 
For that, in other matters, frank and free 
He gave command and all did him obey, 
But, with unwearied mind, remaining, ſhe, 
In thought to execute her baſe eſſay, 
The priſon viſited continually, _ 
Having, at will to open it, the key. 
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And with more boldneßs, than ſhe us'd of late, 
Says, what avails this your fidelity, 

Since all as perfidy they eſtimate ? 
O, glorious premium of your triumphs high ! 

O, what rich captures ! O, what ſpoils elate! 
O, what requital juſt to you reſults, S 
When, as a traitor, each one you inſults ! 


31. 


4 ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


31. 


With what more honour, more utility, 8 
Could you have granted that, for which I ſue 

Of this your obſtinate ſeverity, 

Take the'reward to your great merit due: 
Remarm in priſon, nor hope thence to fly, 

E'er ſoſter paſſion your hard heart ſubdue ;. 
But, when you gratify me, I'll contrive, 
| Your forfeit fame and liberty to give. 


2. F 

No, no,_Philander 1 hope conceive, 

My faith, as heretofore, remains not true: 
Tho it falls out that I from thence receive 

So harſh reward, to me by no means due : 
And let the world of me much ill believe, 

Sufkce, before him, who can all things view, 
And me with grace eternal recompenſe, 


Clearly ſhall be deſcry'd my innocence. 


8 
If my reſtraint can't Argeo ſatisfy, | 

Let him me of my toilſome life bereave : 
Perhaps my premium heav'n will not deny 

For the good work, they here ſo ill receive: 

Perhaps he, who thinks I've done injury, 

When my departing ſoul this body leave, 
Will call to mind, that me he wrong has done, 
And will lament his faithful, dead companion. 


4+ 
Thus many times this 3 impudent 
Philander try d; but ſtill without effect: 
But her blind wiſh, which was all. diligent 
With ſkill her wicked paſſion to direct, 
Caus'd her to ſearch, with inmoſt thought intent, 
Her arts accuſtom'd and on all reflec | 
A thouſand thoughts in diff rent ways purſues, 
E'er ſhe could fix her mind which the ſhou'd chuſe, 


5. 
She 2 ſix months away, nor foot ſhe ſat 
As formerly ſhe us d, i'th* dungeon, 
Which did in poor Philander hope create, 
That ſhe no more held her affection. 
Behold, to evil ſtill propitious, fate, 
Gave, to this woman vile, occaſion, 
To gain the ends, with memorable ill, 
Of her irrational, miſguided will. 


6. 
The huſband had long time an nlp 
Againſt a baron nam'd. Morando F air, 

So bold, in Argeo's abſence, frequently 
Alone he.w'd haſte and to this ſeat repair; 


But Argeo there, he w'd all temptation fly, 
Nor would he come in ten miles diſtance near; 
But, to induce him to come thither now, 


He feign'd;, he to Jerus'lem went to pay a vow. 


Canto 21. 


— 


He ſeign'd to go: and — that ev'ry one 
Saw him: and caus'd it nois'd on ev'ry fide : 
And this his thought, except his wife alone, 
None knew, in whom he ſolely did confide. 
Turns to his dwelling, when the air grew brown, 
Nor e er till night therein himſelf does hide: 
And, with arms counterfeit, at break of day, 
Unſeen by any ever gets away, 


By different quarters Er * he does wind,. 
And wheeling does around his manſion ſtray, 
To ſee if — Morand' inclin'd 
There to reſort, as was his uſual way: 
I'th' wood all day ſtopt: and when he did find, 
The ſun his rays abſconded in the ſea, 
Comes to the caſtle, and by ſecret gates. 
His faithleſs conſort to admit him waits. 


1 | 
Each one believes, except this woman baſe, 


That Argeo was a many miles from thence: 
Therefore the ſeaſon fit ſhe does embrace, 

Goes to my brother, with new vile pretence: 
Of tears to flow at will ſhe ready has 

A ſhow'r, which rain from eyes to breaſt apace. 
Where can. I on ſhe ſays, to ſeek for aid,, 
That my whole honour may not be betray'd ? 


5-0 | 
Nay and my husband's jointly with my own : . 
ſhould no terror have, were he but near. 

You know Morando and to you is known, 
He, Argeo abſent, Gods nor men does fear ; 

Now me he threats, now does petition 
Inceſſant; nor my ſervants does forbear 

To bribe, to draw me to his wicked mind : 

I know not where I can aſſiſtance find. 


41. 
Now, as he knows, my ſpouſe from hence is got, 
And his return will not in haſte be made, 
With inſolence he has my manſion ſought, 
Without pretext or ceremony paid : 
Yet if my lord were preſent on the ſpot, 
Not only he tocome had been afraid ; 
But not have thought, with his ſecurity, 
T'approach theſe walls ſo much as-three miles nigh, 


42. 
And. what he oft, by meliage, did intreat, 
He now demanded of me, face to face : 
And thus I've been in apprehenſion great, 
That to me ſhame might happen and diſgrace : 
And if I us'd not to him —— ſweet, a 
And feign'd, I will'd, his wiſhes ſhould take place, 
B force, from this rapacious, that might be, 
hich, from my words, he hopes for, quietly. 


43» 


Canto 21. 


43 
I promiſe gave, which * to keep I meant; 

For contract made thro' ſear we deem as none: 
But my deſign was ſuch act to prevent, 

As, at that time, he would by force have done. 
This the caſe is: you ſole can circumvent : 

All proſpect of my honour clſe is gone, 
And of my Argeo's: who, you me have told, 
In value higher than yourſelf you hold. 


44. 
Therefore I'll ſay, if this you me deny, 

That faith, you boaſt of, you do not poſſeſs; 
But, that it wy was from cruelty, 

That you deſpis'd my ſupplicant addreſs : 
Not from reſpect to Argeo, 1 

You with that ſhield my paſſion did ſuppreſs. 
Betwixt us two, conceal'd had been that caſe ; 
But here reſults my manifeſt diſgrace; 


It ſuits not, ſaid Philandts, of ſuch kind 
Prologue to me, diſpos'd to ſerve my friend: 
Relate to me, how is your will inclin'd ; 
For, what I've been I ſtill to be intend: 
And tho” unjuſtly ſuch return I find, 
I do not let the guilt to him extend: 
For him, I'm ready ev'n to death to go, 
Tho” th* world oppoſe me, nay, my fortune too. 


6. 

She wicked anſwer'd: I. 19 have you deſtroy 

This wretch, who our diſhonour would procurs : 
Nor need you fear to meet the leaſt annoy ; 

For I'll mark out to you the way ſecure : 
He is to come, ſuppoſing me leſs coy, 

At the third hour of midnight moſt obſcure, 
And, on the ſignal, he's appriz'd of, made, 
He's in, by me, unſeen by all, to be convey'd. 


47. 
Let not your waiting for 8 you moleſt, 
In my apartment, tho? no light be there, 
Till him I cauſe himſelf of arms diveſt, 

And then, as naked, to your hands I bear, 
Thus, to conduct, the wife herſelf addreſs'd, 
Her huſband into the tremendous ſnare : 

If rightly ſuch one we a wife can ſtile, 
More than infernal fury, cruel, vile. 


48. 

Soon as arriv'd the ill- appointed night, 

She call'd my brother, who his — had ta' en, 
And kept him, in her chamber void of light, 

Till the poor maſter ſhould return again : 
As ſhe had order'd, all fell out too right ; 

For evil counſel rarely turns out vain : 
And fo Philander the good Argeo ſmote, 
What time, that this Moranda was, he thought.. 
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49. F 

Him thro? his head and neck, at one ſtroke, cleav'd, 

As he no helmet had him to defend : 
Argeo, without one motion made, receiv'd 

Of bitter life the miſerable end: 3 
By ſuch one kill'd, as could have ne'er believ'd 

So ſtrange a caſe, much leſs could e er intend: 
Meaning to help, he to his friend did do 
Worſe, than he would have acted to his foe. 


O. 
Mean while on earth *. unknown did lay, 
My brother to Gabrine his fword refign'd : 
Gabrine's her name, who born was to betray, *] 
That ſhould fall in her hands, the whole mankind. 
She, who the truth till now ne'er would diſplay, 2 
Was, that Philander ſhould go ſee, inclin'd, 1 
With light in's hand, the man, he guilty flew : * 
And Argeo his companion dear does ſhew. = 


51. 1 x 

And after threaten'd, it he w'd now gainſay, 4 

Her am'rous, long deſire to ſatisfy, 4 
To all the people ſhe would open lay 4 

W hat he had done, which vainly he w'd deny : A 
And that ſhe w'd cauſe, in ignominious way, 

He ſhould as traytor and aflafſin die: 
And him reminds, his fame he ſhould not ſlight, 


Altho' his life he held ſo very light. 


52. 

With dread and ſore affliction ſtood diſmay'd 

Philander, when his error he found out: 8 
His fury, firſt, almoſt did him perſuade, + 

To kill her; and he ſtood, ſome time, in doubt : 
And if his reaſon did not rather guide, 

Than, that he was in hoſtile houſe, the thought, 
As in his hand no weapon now he bore, 
He with his teeth to pieces her had tore. 


53 
As ſometimes veſſel, on the ſea profound, 
Smitten, oppreſt by two winds different, 
Which forward now by one is forc'd to bound, 
To its firſt point by t other backward ſent, 
And they from ſtem to ſtern have wheel'd it round, 
At laſt is driv'n by the moſt violent: 
Such way Philander, rack'd by diffrent doubt, 
Fix'd upon that, which he leaſt evil thought. 


$$... 
Reaſon to him-the gg vaſt did ſhow, 
if 


Beſides bis death, of foul and ſhameful end: 
If thro* the houſe news of the murder go, | 
And ſhort the time is, h'ad in thought to ſpend: 
At laſt he is forc'd, whether he will or no, 8 
The cup moſt bitter down his throat to ſend : 4 
So, finally, in his afflicted heart, i 
Fear had, than obſtinacy, greater part. 


53. 


6 ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


Fear of foul puniſhment, with infamy, 

Caus'd him with thouſand oaths a promiſe make, 
That he w'd with all Gabrina's will comply, 

If from this place ſafe with her him ſhe w'd take. 
Thus ſhe by wicked force did ſatisfy 

Her paſſion and thoſe walls they then forſake : 
So back again to us Philander came, 
And he in Greece left ſtigmatiz'd his name. 
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6. 

And bore his friend fix'd in his memory, 

Whom he had in ſo ſtupid manner flain, 
To aid, with his ſore hurt, vile treachery 

Of a Medea, Progne inhumain : 
And if his oaths and ſtrict fidelity 

In their ſtrong bondage did not him reſtrain, 
When he was ſafe, he her to death had ſent : 
But much as could be held her in hate violent, 


CANTO XXII. 


"i 
VE courteous ladies, to your lovers, kind, 
Ye, with one lover only, wh' are content, 
As, mongſt ſo many of ye, of that mind 
We meet with one, but by rare accident, 
Let not diſpleaſe thoſe lines, you left behind, 
Which gainſt Gabrine, I ſpoke ſo vehement: 
And if I ſhould employ yet farther verſe, | 
In laying blame upon her mind perverſe. 


2 
Such was ſhe : and, in taſk, upon me lay'd 

By high command, I can't from truth depart : 
Hence on your honour high is caſt no ſhade, 

On one or other with unblemiſh'd heart. 
Who, to the Jews, for coin, his Lord betray'd, 
No ſhame to John or Peter did impart : 

Nor does it Hypermneſtra's fame diſgrace, 
That ſhe was of ſo many women baſe. 


* 
For one, which here my ſong makes bold to blame, 
As ſo demands the ſtory, 1 endite, 
Of hundreds, I intend to chaunt the fame, 
And make their virtue, than the ſun, more bright. 
But turning to the various work, I ſrame, 
Which many (thank em) do by no means ſlight, 
I told you, that the Scottiſh cavalier, 
Not far off, did exalted clamours hear. 


HS 
ode ſtrait path betwixt two mountains went, 

| Whence came the noiſe : nor did he far proceed, 
Before he got, where, in a vale cloſe pent, 
A cavalier he ſaw before him dead. | 

Who *twas I'll] tell; but firſt 'tis my intent, 

' To get from France and for the Eaſt to ſpeed, 
Until Aﬀeolf the Paladine I find, 
Whotow'rds the Eaſt his route had now inclin'd. 


D 


2 


I left him in that place 3 . 
From whence he with his horn's tremendous roar 
Had caus'd that people treacherous to fly, 
And himſelf out of danger round him bore : 
And to hoiſt ſail compell'd his company, 
With great diſgrace to hurry from that ſhore, 
Now foll'wing him, I ſay, his road he took 


Along Armenia and that country he forfook. 


6. 

And after ſome days in Natolia 

Arriv'd : and towards Pruſſia did proceed: 
From thence ED purpos'd way 

This fide the ſea for Thracia he did ſpeed : 

Along the Danube paſs'd Hungaria, 

And as if wings for flight poſle(s'd his ſteed 
In leſs than twenty days paſs'd by the Rhine, 
And thro' Moray', Bohem', Franconia does incline, 


Ardenna's foreſt he to Ae, paſs d through, 
Brabant in Flander's: he embark'd at laſt: 
The gale of wind that to the weſtward blew 
Forward his veſſel with ſuch preſſure caſt, 
That at mid-day he England had in view 
At no great diſtance, where to ſhore he paſs'd: 
Mounted his ſteed, and him fo ſpur'd and ſmote, 
That, c're it night was, he to London got. 


8. 
There hearing aſter, that king Otho old, 
Now many months paſt, was in Paris pent, 
And that of late almoſt each baron bold 
Had follow'd his example excellent, 


He ſtrait to go to France in mind does hold, 


And back again to th' Thames's haven went, 
From whence with fwelling fail he out does go, 
Tow'rds Calais caus d them to direct the prow. 


9: 
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8988 : 
A gentle breeze; abaft which lightly blew, 
ntic'd the bark to ſea by kindly blaſt : 


Then gain'd more ſtrength and by degrees it grew, 


And roſe till it the pilot's ſkill ſurpals'd : 
That he's compell'd to turn his poop anew, 

Or he himſelf beneath the ſhore muſt caſt : 
O'er the ſwol'n ſea foreright his ſhip does ſend, 
And the courſe changes which he did intend. 


10. 
Now to the right, now flys to the left hand, 
This way and that, wherever fortune bore: 
At laſt to Roan nigh he takes to land: 


And ſoon as e er he reach'd the wiſh'd for ſhore, - 


To ſaddle Rabican he gives command, 
Girds on his ſword and all the arms he wore, 
Purſues his — and his horn with him has, 
e 


Which the defence of thouſands can ſurpaſs. 


11. 
And came, when he croſs a wide foreſt beat, 
To a bright ſpring at a hill's ſhady foot, 
What time the flocks are driven from their meat, 
I'th* fold or under hollow mountain ſhut : 
And by his thirſt fatigu'd and ſcorching heat, 
Tir'd he his helmet off his forehead put, 
His ſteed among the thickeſt boughs made faſt, 
And then to drink to the cool ſtream did haſte. 


12. 
Eier he his lips extended to the brook, 
A countryman, who lay conceal'd hard by, 
Ruſh'd from the thorny brake: his ſteed he took, 
Mounts on him and ſtrait off with him does fly: 
Aſtolfo heard the noiſe, about does look, 
And when he ſaw ſo plain his injury, 
Forſakes the fountain and his drink does ſlight, 
On foot purſuing with his utmoſt might. 


I 3. 
This thief did not at fwifteft rate proceed 
For ſuddenly he out of ſight had got ; 
But now his bridle pulling in, now freed, 
Goes on a gallop now and now ſtrong trot : 
After long winding, thro the wood they ſpeed, 
Till both of them arriv'd were to the ſpot, 
Where of brave barons ſuch a noble hoſt, 
Than in a priſon, more their freedom loſt. 


14. 
The countryman into the palace fled, 


With th' horſe whoſe courſe was rapid as thewind: 


Aſtolſo's forc'd, as ſhield him hindered, 
His helm and arms, to follow far behind : 
At laſt comes up : and all track vaniſhed, 
By which, as yet purſuing, he inclin'd ; 
For, no more Rabican or thief he ſpies, 


And vainly haſtes his fect and rowls his eyes, 
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I * 
He haſtes his ſeet, and nal? in vain he ſought, 
The lodges, the apartments and the hall ; 
But the perfidious villain to find out, 
His labour turns to no effect at all : 
Where hid is Rabican, he's yet in doubt, 
Above all others his fleet animal : 
And fruitleſs he all that whole day does go, 
Searching within, without, above, below, 


16. 
Tir'd with ſuch wand' ring round, and ſtupefy d, 
That this place was enchanted, he does find: 
And now the book, h'ad ever at his ſide, 
Which Logiſtill in India him conſign'd, 
That, if e'er new enchantment him betide, 
Himſelf he might relieve, he calls to mind : 
To th' index has recourſe, and ſoon does ſee 


In what page was ſet down the remedy. 


17. 

Of the enchanted wat did write 

This book and the fit methods there were wrote, 
The ſorc'rer's ſcience to confute outright, 

And of thoſe priſoners to ſet looſe the knot. 
Beneath the threſhold was ſhut in a ſpright, 

Who theſe deceptions and frauds did complot, 
And the ſtone raiſing, where he hid does lie, 
Diflolv'd, the palace into ſmoke would fly, 

18, 

Intent, on bringing to a glorious end, 

The Paladin, an enterpriſe ſo high, 


With expedition down his arm does bend, 


Whether the marble heavy is, to try. 
When, his hand near, Atlant does apprehend, 
To make contemptible his ſorcery, 
Fearing, therefrom, what conſequence may riſe, 
He new enchantments, to aſſault him, tries. 


I9. 

He caus'd, by dev'liſh * he made him wear, 

Him diff' rent ſeem from what he fis'd to be: 
Ruſtic, to this, to that, a giant rear, 

To others, knight with great ferocity: 
Each, in that form, Atlante did appear 
| To him i'th' wood, the Paladine does ſee : 
So, what the Sorcerer had from them ta'en, 
Each from Aſtolſo now goes to regain. 


20, 
Gradaſs, Iroldo, Bradamant, Ruggier, 
Praſildo, Brandimart, o'th' chiets the reſt 
Came forward, who in this new error were, 


To cruſh the duke,enflam'd with rage each breaſt ; 


But ſudden he his horn in mind did bear, 

With which he their hearts inſolent ſuppreſs'd: 
If not aſſiſted by that wound'rous ſound, 
Dead he had been, nor could have pardon found. 


21, 
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; | 21. | 
But ſoon as to his mouth that horn he got, 


And caus'd them round the horrid clangorhear, | 


Juſt as the pigeons do, when off is ſhot 
n, oft went in flight each cavalier : 


Nor leſs was flight the necromancer's lot, 


Not leſs from out his den he ruſh'd, thro' fear, 
Pallid, diſmay'd, does to ſuch diſtance bound, 
So that mayn't reach him that tremendous ſound, 


22. 

The keeper fled with his late captive train : | 

Then from their ſtalls many ſteeds ruſh'd away; 
There needed more than ropes them to reſtrain, 

And they their maſter's follow'd diff rent way: 

Nor mouſe, nor cat did in the houſe remain, 

At ſound, fall on, fall on, that ſeem'd to ſay : 
And, with the reſt, off Rabican had got, 
If, ifluing forth, the duke him had not caught. 


| 23. 

Aſtolfo, when he'd Ns ry oe ſorc'rer fly, 
Te maſly ſtone from forth the fill does rear: 
And there he found ſome ſort of imag' ry, 

With other things, which J to write forbear : 
And, eager to deſtroy the ſorcery, 

All that he found he did to pieces tear: 
As the book ſhew'd him what he ought to do, 
And into ſmoke and cloud the palace flew. 


| 7 Wb 5 
There he found out, that in a golden chain, 
The horſe belonging to Ruggier was ty' d: 
That of the Mooriſh necromant I mean, 
Which he had giv'n him to Alcine to ride : 
For whom then Logiſtill contriv'd the rein, 


Which back again him into France did guide, | 


And he from India into England went, 
Keeping the left ſide of the continent. 
i 25. 2 
I know not, if you yet in Gy bear, 
That day the rein he left fix'd to the tree, 
When, from Ruggier, naked did diſappear 
Gelafron's daughter, in great mockery : 
To all who ſaw him which ſeem'd wonder rare, 
Back to his lord again the ſeed did flee, 
And ſtill continu'd with him till that day, 
When the enchantment's pow'r was ta'n away. 


26. 5 
Aſtolſo could not more delighted be, 
Than he was with this lucky incident, 


| Since he, to viſit both the land and ſea, 


As yet not viſited, was fo intent : 
And in few days round the whole world to flee, 
Now Hippogryph his wiſhes could content : 


He knew how well he ſuited him to ride, 


As he elfewhere ſo often him had tried. 


FURTOSO. Canto 22: 
27. : 
Him he in India on that . had try d, 
What time the ſage Meliſſa ſet him free 
From that vile woman, who diverſify'd 
His human viſage to wild mirtle tree: 


And well he ſaw and knew, how to a guide 


Subſervient, by the bit, was render d he, 
Of Logiſtill, and how inſtructed was 
Ruggier to make him at his pleaſure paſs. 


28. 

As, to take Hippogryph, he now judg'd right 
His ſaddle, which was near why A apaly'd, 
And he, of many bridles, did unite, 

From various things, one ſuiting him to guide ; 
For, of the horſes which had ta'en to flight, 

A many diff rent there around were ty'd. 
Now, one thought only of his Rabican 


Made him delay, e're he his flight began. 


29. 

He reaſon had, Rabican - eſteem, 

None was, to run the lance, more excellent : 
And, on his back, from regions moſt extreme 

Of India, quite to France he lately went. 
Much he reflects: at length does fitteſt deem, 

Rather unto friend's hand him to preſent, 
Than there to leave him on the public way, 
O'th' firſt, that chance might thither lead, the prey. 


| 30. 
He ſtay'd intent, if he could coming ſpy, 


on, Fon + wood, hunter or countryman, 
Whom he could cauſe, thence, in his company, 
Unto ſome city to lead Rabican. 
All this whole day and till broke in the 
The next, he waited looking out in vain : 


The following morn, for yet twas ſcarcely light, 


Along the wood, he thought he ſaw a knight. 


31. 
But it behoves me, if the reſt I'w'd ſhow, 


Firſt find out Bradamante and Ruggier. 
When hufht the horn was and that lovely two 
From that place at ſufficient diſtance were, 
What Atlant had conceal'd from them till now, 
Ruggier bene, ſoon diſcover'd clear: 
Atlante had contriv'd, that, to this hour, | 
They, to each other know, ſhould have no pow'r. 


32. 
Ruggier upon his Bradamant does gaze, 

nd ſhe upon him look'd with vaſt ſurprize, 
That had obſcur'd, for them, ſo many days, 

The ſtrange illuſion, both their mind and eyes, 

Ruggier his arms around his fair one Jays, - 

er face more red than roſe where crimſon dyes : 
Then from her lips he goes the ſweets to prove 
O'th' primal fruit of their now happy love. 


33. 


Canto 22, 


. 3. 
They their embraces o'er and o'er repeat, 

A thouſand times each other cloſely preſs'd 
Theſe happy lovers, with ſuch joy replete, 

It ſcarce could be contain'd within their breaſt : 


Much them it grieves, that, by the forc'rer's cheat, 


In that miſguided manſion fo diſtreſs'd, 
They never had been to each other known, 


And that ſo many joyful days were loſt and gone. | 


| 4. 
Eradamant, who aipos d was to comply 

With ev'ry wiſh wiſe virgin ſhould beſtow 
Upon her lover, that, anxiety, 

Her honour ſafe, ſhe might cauſe him forego, 
Said to Ruggier : your will to ſatisfy, 

Woutd you not, I hard and relutant ſhow, 
By proper means, demand me of my fire ; 
But firſt, to be baptiſed, I you require. 


35. 

Ruggier, inclin'd not only to comply 

A chriſtian to become, her love to gain, 
As had his father been and anciently 

His grandſire and whole race, illuſtrious train! 
But, at that inſtant, her to gratify, 

Would of his life have giv'n the whole remain, 
Says, not in water only, bor in fire 


His head to put, were light, to her love to aſpire. 


6. 

To be baptiz'd and FA. to make his bride 

That lady, on his journey Ruggier's bent 
For Vallombroſe and Bradamant his guide, 

That was the name by which the abby went, 
Opulent, noble, and devout beſide, 

And to all ſuch as came benevolent. 
They met, as they from out the foreſt go, 
Lady, whoſe viſage ſeem'd o'erwhelm'd with woe. 


| 377 
Ruggier humane, who {till did courteſy 
o ev'ry one, molt to the ladies, ſhow, _ 

When he the lovely tears did falling ſee, 

As down her viſage delicate they flow, 
Compaſſion felt and great curioſity 

To learn her grief: and turning to her now, 
Aſter fit ſalutation, aſked the caſe, 


Whence was with briny floud bedew'd her face. 


8. 

And ſhe then raiſing her bright watry eyes, 

In courteous manner, anſwer to him made, 
And the occaſion of her miſeries, 

As he . to him all open lay d: 
= gentle Sir, you'll hear, to him replies, 

n ſuch profuſion tears theſe checks invade, 

Thro? my compaſſion, as for youth I fear, 
Who ſuffers death to day, in caſtle near. 
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9. 
He, loving damſel 8 „genteel and fair, 
The daughter of Markilius king of Spain, 
Diſguis'd, white veil and female gown did wear, 
The very turn of eye and voice could feign : 
He ev'ry night her company did bear, 
Nor thought ſuſpicious any entertain 
But no one's ſxill'd to act with ſuch reſerve, 


That ſome, in time, ſha'n't mark him and obſerve. - 


o. 5 
One this obſerv'd and did — two relate, 
Thoſe two to others, till to th* king twas ſpoke : 
Laſt night came there o'th' king friend intimate, 
Who in their bed the hapleſs lovers took, 
And in the tower caus d each, ſeparate 
To be confin'd, both under ſtricteſt look: 
And I believe, before is ſpent this x 6 
That him in pangs and miſery they'll ſlay. 


41. 
I fled, on purpoſe to avoid ſuch fight : 

Alive they'll burn him: O, what cruclty ! 
Nothing more grievous could unto me light, 

Than to ſuch lovely youth ſuch injury : 

Nor &er ſhall I enjoy fo great delight, 

But what will turn to ſorrow inſtantly ; 
Whene'er thoſe barb'rous flames I call to mind, 
To burn thoſe limbs fo fair and delicate deſign'd. 

42. 
Bradamant heard and greatly her annoy'd 

This news: it ev'n he heart did tear: 


It ſeem'd, this man condemn'd her thoughts employ'd 


As much, as if he her own brother were : 
And ſure her terrors were not wholly void 

Of reaſon, as hereafter you will hear : 
Turn'd to Ruggier, ſaid, to me fit it ſhews, 
In this man's favour, we our arms ſhould uſe, 


. 
And to that ſad one ſays * comforted, 
See you, within thoſe walls us to convey ; 
For if the young man, as yet, is not dead, 
You may be certain, him they ſhall not ſlay. 
Ruggier, whoſe heart benignant now was led 
By's lady and this merciful eſſay, 
Found in himſelf enflam'd a ſtrong deſire, 
Not to permit the young man to expire. 


44. 
And to the lady, who ſhed from each eye 

Of tears a river, ſaid, why do we ſtay? 
To help is needful now and not to cry : 

To where your friend is, guide us on the way; 
From thouſand ſwords and lances, guaran 

We'll be, to take him, if you don't delay ; 
But to your utmoſt judge the road, leſt late 


8 aid may prove and he by fire may find his fate. 
| 45 
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NO + 45. 
The loſty ſpeech and ſemblance fierce, which bore 
This noble couple of fuch wond'rous might, 
Had efficacy, to that hope reſtore | 
Thither, from whence it late had ta'en its flight; 
But ſeeing that, than of the diſtance, more, 
Their way would be impeded, ſhe had fright, 
And that their journey would in vain be made, 
The lady in herſelf ſuſpended ſtay'd. 


| 46. 
Then ſays to them: if we that way ſet out 
That even goes unto the place foreright, 
We ſhould get there in ſeaſon, I've no doubt, 
Before the time that they the fire may light ; 
But we muſt paſs by ſuch embaraſs'd route, 
That ſcarce a day will be ſufficient quite 
To get thro! that: ſo when arriv'd we are, 
That we ſhall find the young man dead, I fear. 
47+ 
And why, ſaid Ruggier, ſhould we not reſort 
By th neareſt way? The lady then xejoin'd : 
Becauſe o'th* counts Pontier there lays a fort 
Juſt in our way, where cuſtom has aſſign'd, 
Not three days paſt, of baſe and evil ſort 
To knight and dame for feats of arms inclin'd, 
Pinabell, vileſt of all men that live, 


Son of the count Anſelm of Altarive. 


| 48. : 
From thence no cavalier or lady goes; 
But ſuffer wrong, e're going, and diſtreſs : 
Both of their ſteeds depriv'd and they mult loſe 
His arms the warrior and the dame her dreſs. 
No knight the lance to manage better knows, 
Nor manag'd has, in France, years numberleſs, 


Than four, who oath have taken at that fort, 


That they'll the law of Pinabell ſupport. 


| 3 
How this ſame cuſtom, of no longer date 
Than three days, firſt began, I will declare: 
If right or wrong, you'll in your judgment ſtate, 
h* occaſion be, thatcaus'd thoſe knights toſwear. 
Pinabell has a wife inveterate, 
So brutal, ſhe on carth has not her pair : 
She with him, ſomewhere, travelling one day, 
Met with a knight, who trick on her did play, 
O. 
The knight, as ſhe did * on him paſs, 
That an old woman did behind him ride, 


Tilted with Pinabell, who ſkilſul was 


Little in proweſs, but too much in pride : 
Him he beat down : caus'd her diſmounttoth' graſs, 
And, if ſhe upright walk'd or hobbling, try'd : 
Left her on foot and with her ſumptuous veſt 
He caus'd the ancient woman to be dreſt. 
= | 
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She, who on foot AST". now full of ſpite 

And greedy her revenge to ſatisfy, 
One that did well with Pinabell unite, 
Who in ill acts would till with her comply, 
Took no repoſe either by day or night, 

And faid ſhe ne'er ſhould more have gayety, 
E're thouſand knights and dames on earth be lain, 
And from them were their arms and habits ta'cn. 


52, 

Here came, the ſelf ſame day, as it fell out, 
Four mighty cavaliers unto their fort, 
Who, from remoteſt regions round about, 

But lately did unto theſe parts reſort : 
Our age aftords not of ſuch valour ſtout 

So many more good at the warlike ſport : 
Aquilant, Sanſonett, Grifon are three, 
Guidon the ſavage, quite a youth is he. 


53. 

Pinabell, with 3 all polite, 

Them, at the fort I nam'd, reception gave; 
But them he ſeiz'd on in their beds at night, 

And thus ſeiz d kept: nor let them freedom have, 
Till, for a year and month, their oaths they plight, 

(That was the term, which he from themuid crave) 
That here they'd ſtay : and of their arms deprive 
Ev'ry knight errant, that ſhould here arrive. 


54. 

And that the ladies, in their company, 

They will unhorſe and ſend them off undreſs'd: 
Thus ſwearing, they're under neceſſity 

This to obſerve, tho' grief their hearts moleſt, 
It ſeems that, to this time, none able be 

Gainſt theſe to tilt, but to the earth they'repreſs'd: 
And numbers infinite have hither come, 
Who without arms or horſe have travel'd home. 


55 
The rule which they obſerve is: when goes out 
The firſt by lot, he runs the tilt alone; 
But if he finds his enemy ſo ſtout, 
He in his ſaddle ſtays, himſelf caſt down, 
The reſt compell'd are to conclude the bout, 
Until their deaths, all in 7 - 
Gueſs now, if each of them poſſeſs ſuch might, 
What they muſt prove when all of them unite. 


Then, *tis ill ſuiting of = caſe the ſtate, 

Which all delays and put off does deny, 
That ye to prove that tournament ſhould wait : 

I'll preſuppoſe, ye gain the victory, 
As your grand ſemblance ſeems to intimate 

ut ' tis not thing to be done inſtantly : 

And I've great doubt, the youth by fire they'll lay, 
If, day entire, to help him we delay. 


57" 
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57. 
Ruggier ſaid: to this no . let's pay: 

By us be all our utmoſt efforts made: 

O'th' reſt let him take care, who heav'n does ſway, 

Or fortune, if it be upon her lay'd : 

You, by this tilt, ſhall manifeſt ſurvey, 

If we are fitting to give this man aid, 
Who for cauſe ſlight and of ſo ſmall concern, 
As you've related, is this day to burn. 

58. 
The damſel, without making more reply, 

Sets out her journey by the way moſt ſtrait: 
More than three miles thereon they did not hie, 
E're they arriv d unto the bridge and gate, 

Where the arms loſt are and the drapery, 
And ev'n of life much doubtſul is the fate: 

When of the caſtle they in view were got 

The watch twice on the bell the ſignal ſmote. 


9. 
When, lo, in hurry val from forth the gate, 
An old man came on ſorry nag full trot : 
And he advancing hollow'd out, Wait, wait, 
Holla, ſtand faſt; for here you pay your ſcot: 
And if none did the uſage yet relate 
To ye, I'll tell ye, what they here allot : 
And ſo the cuſtom he began to tell, : 
- Which inſtituted was by Pinabell. 


60. 

And then purſu'd : meaning them to adviſe, 

As he with other knights was us'd to do: 
Son, let the dame undreſs herſelf, he cries, 

And leave wih us your arms, the horſes too, 
And riſque not ſuch a dang'rous enterpriſe, 

Nor, to oppoſe four ſuch ſtout warriors, go. 
Horſes, arms, cloaths you'll any where obtain, 
But loſs of life can't be repair'd again. 


61. 
No more, ſays Ruggier, talk no more; for I 
Am well inform'd of all : and hither tend, 
If I ſo pow'rful am, myſelf to tr, 
In fact, as in my heart I comprehend : 
To no onel yield up cloaths, arms, palfrey, 
Who does but threats and tokens to me fin : 
And I'm moſt certain too, for words alone, 
My comrade never will reſign her own. 


62. 

Nut now contrive, them I face inſtantly, 

Who, arms and horſe to take, thought entertain 

r, o'er yon mountain yet to travel we 

nd here can't too long interval remain. 
Wet man reply'd : there on the bridge now ſee 
ho comes that to perform : nor ſpoke in vain; 

For, dreſs'd in a ſurtout, came forth a knight, 
Vermilion and with flow'rs embroider'd white. 
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Bradamant earneſt did Ruggier intreat, 
That he w'd, in favour, this attack reſign 
Of caſting this brave knight ſrom out his ſeat, 
W ho wore the flow'ry veſt embroider'd fine: 
But this ſhe could not gain: and it was meet, 
She ſhould do, juſt as Ruggier ſhould incline : 
He to himſelf this cmprize would reſerve, 
And Bradamant ſhould ſtand all to obſerve. 


64. 
Ruggier aſk'd the old man, who that might be, 
That firſt from out the portal ĩſſued: 
'Tis Sanſonet, he ſaid : th* embroidery, 
He wears, I know, white flow'rs on veſtment red. 
To diffrent ſides they move on ſev'rally, 
Without a word they eager forward ſped 
To meet each other, with their ſpears bent low, 
Preſſing their horſes at full ſpeed to go. 
65. 
In the mean time from — the caſtle preſs'd 
With Pinabell of foot a number vaſt, 
Prompt and adroit of their arms to diveſt 
The cavaliers, out of their ſaddles caſt. 
To th' meeting the ſtout knights themſelvesaddrefs*, 
In the reſts holding their huge lances faſt, 
Of two palms thickneſs made of native beech, 
Which taper'd were, from where the ferrules reach. 


66. | 

Of ſuch ſort more than ten caus'd them prepare, 

Sever'd from off its verdant ſtock each one, 
Sanſonet, from a foreſt bord'ring near, 

And two be brought there, in this tilt to run : 
Shield and cuiraſs of adamant to wear 

He needs, who hop'd thoſe furious ſtrokes toſhun, 
Soon as arriv'd, h' ad caus'd them one preſent 


To Ruggier, for his own uſe other meant. 


67. 
With theſe, which would thro' anvils paſſage get, 
At points extreme ſo ſtout with iron made, 
On either ſide their ſhields firſt ſteady ſet, 
Meeting half way, each other they in / ade. 
That of Ruggier, which caus'd the devils ſweat 
In forging, little was of blows afraid : 
That ſhield I ſpeak of, which prepar'd Atlant, 
On whoſe ſtrange pow'r to you I did deſcant. 


68. 

I told you, that with ſuch amazing might 

TH enchanting ſplendour ſtrikes upon the eyes, 
It, when reveal'd, extinguiſhes all ſight, 

And man as in fit epileptic lies: 
Therefore, unleſs neceſſity invite, 

A vail he conſtantly upon it lies : 
Impenetrable too it muſt be thought, 
By ſuch encounter ſince affected nought, 


C 2 a 


o 
—— 7 


2 

n 
2G 
- 

. 

F 

« 

is 


4 5 
Ps 
PR. 
1 
- 
* wt 
«% 
- 
C- 
my 
4H 
— 
by 
= 


2 
- 
0 
3 
\ 4 
Af 
= 
x 
4 
” * 
. oY 
1 
_ 
'C 
La” 
1 
= . 
al 
" 
5 
5 
”» 
oy 
- 3 
bY 
t, 


— 
2 


9 
1 
"1 
1 
NH 
* 


+ 


a — . 
* 22 „ 
27 Up LON 


1— 


OE 


— . 


** 


S . 
N — 
* 4 "ITY 
- a = 5 2 » 2 * — 


5 
l 
3 
I 


- 


12 ORLANDO 
| 69. 
The other, by leſs Aillful artiſt wrought, 
Could not the weight of ſuch vaſt ſtroke ſuſtain, 
Suddenly, as if *twere by thunder ſmote, 
Admits the ſteel and gap'd quite cleft in twain : 
Admits the ſteel, which underneath now fought 
The arm, which had been cover'd o'er in vain : 
So that thence Sanſonet receiv'd a wound, 
And, in diſgrace, was from his ſaddle forc'd to bound. 


70. | 
And this the firſt was of that company, 
Who there maintain'd that cuſtom inſolent, 
Who gain'd not o'er the others victory, 
And inthe tilt was from his ſaddle ſent : - 


They who now laugh, at oiher while muſt cry, 


And ſometimes find fortune malevolent. 
He at the fort again th' alarum ſmites, 
And gave the ſignal to the othec knights. 


I, 
In the mean time, Pinabdl had come nigh 
To Bradamant, wha that might be, to know, 
Who, with ſuch skill and with ſuch valour high, 
Gave of his fort the warrior ſuch a blow : 
'T was heaven's juſtice, that will'd, properly 
His merits ſhould be paid, now caus'd him go 
Upon the very ſteed, which heretofore 
He by deceit from Bradamante bore. 


— 


52. 
Eight months were now exactly at an end, 
ince they upon the road together went, 
This Maganzeſe (if you in mind attend) 
Her down into the tomb of Merlin ſent, 


When from her death the branch did her defend, 


That fell with her, rather good accident: 
And thinking, ſhe muſt in the cave be dead, 
He got away and with her war-horſe fled. 


5. 

Bradamant knew her horks immediately, 

And by him knew the count, that villain baſe, 
And when his voice ſhe heard and came more nigh, 

With more attention ſhe gaz'd on his face; 
This is the traitor, ſays ſhe, certainly, 

Who ſought to do me outrage and diſgrace : 
Behold, his crime now hither him has led, 
Where he ſhall have reward, he merited. 


Wy 74. | 
She threats, her hand upon her ſword does lay, 


Springs tow'rds him : all was in an inſtant done : 
But, e're her ſtroke, ſhe intercepts his way, 

That for the caſtle he mayn't from her run. 
Pinabel ha'n't eſcape of hope one ray, 

Like fox that ſteals to den the dogs to ſhun : 
He crying out, not daring to make head, 
Precipitate into the foreſt fled, 
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| 75. | 
Pallid, diſmay'd, the wretch ſpurs at ſwift rate; 
For, his hope ultimate in flight he found : 


The damſel of Dordone with vengeful hate 


Her ſteel ſtill at his flank does preſs and wound, 
Still reaches him, does ne'er behind him wait : 
Vaſt is the rumour, the wood:groans around. 
No news of this yet to the caſtle went; 
For all on Ruggier only were intent. 


6, 

To tv fort belonging t other warriors three 

Mean time had iſtu'd forth upon the plain, 
Having that ſpiteful dame in company, | 

Who forc'd them this vile cuſtom to maintain : 
To each of whom death would more grateful be, 

Than life, if blemiſh'd with diſhonour's ſtain. 
With bluſh each face, with grief each heartdid glow, 
That, to th” attack of one alone, ſo many go. 


The cruel trumpet, le ig firſt contrive 
This cuſtom vile, and caus'd them it maintain, 
The pact and oath does to their minds revive, 
Which they, her inj'ry to avenge, hal ta'en. 


If him my ſingle lance to earth can drive, 


Wherefore my comrades help do you ordain ? 
Says Guidon ſavage : if herein I lye, 
ter take off my head, content am I. 


8. 

So Aquilant and ſo Grifen now ſaid: 

Man againſt man. inclin'd to tilt each one, 
And rather pris'ner ta'en would be or dead, 

Than ſet out more than one, gainſt one alone. 
The woman ſaid to them: wherefore is made 

Such an harangue, where no effect is ſhown ! 
I brought ye here of arms him to deprive, 
Not ſtatutes new, new compaQs to contrive. 


9. 
When you I had in priſe, ſuitably 
You'd theſe excuſes made, now *tis too late: 
You with the rule eſtabliſh'd muſt comply, 
Not with vain ſpeeches thus prevaricate. 
Ruggier cry'd out to them: the arms here ſee, 
he horſe with ſaddle ne and bit compleat, 
The veſtments of the lady ſee here too, 
If ye will have them, why more tarry you ? 
80. 
She of the fort, this ſide, does them torment, 
On that, Ruggier ſarcaſtic did exclaim, 
So that, per force, out they together went; 
But blazing all their viſages, thro' ſhame: 


Foremoſt appear'd they two, who their deſcent 


From the grand marquis of Burgognia claim; 
But Guidon, who rode on more heavy ſteed, 
Behind, at a ſmall diſtance, did proceed. 
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81 


With the ſame lance, with which he had beat down ! 


Brave Sanſonet, Ruggier did forward bear, 
Cover'd o'er with that ſhield of ſuch renown, 
Atlant on th' Pyrenean hills did wear: 
I ſpeak of that enchanted, which ſo ſhone, 
The human fight could not ſupport its glare, 
To which Ruggier, for ſuccour ultimate, 
Still had reccurſe, in dangers the molt great. 


82. 
Altho' but three times it did needful prove, 
And ſure in peril grand, to uſe that light : 
The firſt two were, what time he did remove, 
From thoſe ſoſt realms, to cuſtoms more upright : 
The third, when, at the foaming ſea, he drove 
The ore, depriv'd of his delicious bite, 
Who to devour the naked maid did gape, 
That after from him made ſo cruel an eſcape, 
83. 
Save thoſe three times, heit continually 
Conceal'd beneath a veil ſuch way did hold, 
He able was, when needful, readily 
It ſtill, for his aſſiſtance, to unfold : 
With this he there advanc'd, the tilt to try, 
As I before have ſaid, in mind fo bold, 
That o'th' three knights, who coming he ſurvey'd, 
Than little infants, he was leſs afraid. 


84. 
Ruggier at Grifon aim'd juſt where does join 
| The ſummit of the ſhield up to the light, 

And he of falling on all ſides gave ſign: 

At laſt fell: and far off his horſe did light. 
Grifon his lance did to his ſhield incline ; 

But it askance went not directed right, 
When poliſh'd finding it and ſmooth as glaſs, 
Whizzing it flid and did effectleſs paſs. 


5+ : 

It tore to bits the veil, for cov'ring thrown 

Over the direful and enchanted light, 
At whoſe vaſt ſplendor all muſt tumble down, 

There's no eſcape, diveſted of their ſight. 
Aquilant, who a breaſt with him came on, 

ore the veil too and left it naked quite : 

The ſplendor ſtruck on the two brother's eyes, 
And Guidon's, who to keep pace with them trys. 


86. 
This fide and that all tumble to the ground, 
The ſhield not only dazzles ev'ry fight ; 
But of them all the ſenſes does aſtound. 
Ruggier, who knows not, ended is the fight, 
Draws forth his fword, turning his ſteed around, 
That ſword that with ſo certain wound does ſmite; 
But, to oppoſe him, no one he eſpies; 
For each to earth ſtruck by that luſtre lies. 
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87. : 


The knights and thoſe who in a company 


On foot went out, the ladies with the reſt, 
The ſteeds too he in ſuch guiſe did deſcry, 
All ſeem'd as dying, heaving ſo each cheſt ; 
Firſt he amaz'd was; but then did eſpy, 
At his left ſide, the tatter'd veil depreſt: 
That veil of filk I ſay, which to prevent 
The light he us'd, now guilty of this accident, 
88. 
Sudden he turns and round his eyes inclin'd 
His warrioreſs beloved to eſpy, 


And thither came where her he left behind, 


What time they the firſt tilt began to try : 
Thinks, ſhe is gone, ſince her he cannot find, 

To interpoſe, the young man ſhould not dye : 
Perhaps, thro' doubt, they him by fire might ſlay, 
During the time the tilt caus'd ſuch delay. 


89. 
He ſees the lady, mongſt As reſt caſt down, 
That lady, who to this place him did guide : 
Puts her before him, as if in a ſwoon, 
And wholly in confuſion off does ride : 
Then with a mantle, which ſhe o'er her gown 
Was dreſs'd in, the enchanted ſhield did hide, 
And to her ſoon her ſenſes does reſtore, 
As he the noxious blaze had cover'd o'er. 


90. 
Off went Ruggier, with viſage crimſon dy' d, 
Which he, thro' ſhame, did not e' en dare to raiſe: 
It ſeem'd to him that ev'ry one would chide 
A victory deſerving little praiſe : 

What amends can I make, whence I may hide 
Crime, which too heavy on my honour lays ? 
For that, the conqueſt, which Ive gain'd, they'll cry, 

Was by enchantment done, not my own bravery. 


91. 
Whilſt he went on, but in his thoughts did ſtray, 


On what h'ad ſearch'd ſo much, by chance he fell; 
For he arriv'd i'th* middle of his way, 

Where was dug out of depth 2 a well: 
The cattle here, in heat of ſultry day, 

Retire, when with the cud their gullets ſwell. 
Said Ruggier : to provide, here's ſuiting place, 


That, ſhield, thou never cauſe me more diſgrace. 
92. 
Tarry no more with me: and here may end 


That blame, i'th' world did having you create. 
Thus ſpeaking, on the road he does deſcend, 
Takes ſtone immenſe and of prodigious weight, 
And ties it to the ſhield : then both he ſent 
To try if of the well the depth was great : 
And faid : there, bury'd at the bottom lie, 
And with thee ever may be hid my infamy. 


92» 
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_ 93- 

Deep was the well, with water quite replete, 

Heavy the ſhield and heavy was the ſtone, 
They ſtop'd not, till they did to bottom get, 

The light, ſoft liquid ſudden clos'd thereon : 
Fame, on the ſplendor of this noble feat, 

Not ſilent was; but joy'd to make it known, 
And, with the rumour, caus'd her trumpet ſound 
Thro'France, thra'Spain and all theprovincesaround, 


94- 

Soon as chro' various voices did tranſpire 

Tir adventure ſtrange and o'er the world did fly, 
It many warriors ſet about t'enquire, | 

As well from parts remote at thoſe more nigh ; 
But, of the foreſt knowledge none acquire, 

Where in the well the ſacred ſhield did lie; 
For that the dame, who did the action tell, 
Ne'er would reveal the country or the well. 


| 95. 

When from the caſtle * was gone, 
Where he had conquer'd in fo ſmall a fight; 

For Pinabel's four warriors of renown 
He caus'd remain like men of ſtraw ſo light, 

Taking the ſhield, tad ta'en that blaze that ſhone, 
And dazzled all their ſouls as well as ſight : 

And they, who like dead men on earth were lain, 

Full of amazement were got up again. 


FURIOSO, Canto 25. 


| 96. 
Nor upon other ſubject, that whole day, 

But this ſtrange accident, a word they ſaid, 
And how it happen'd, each in ſuch a way 

By that light horrible was vanquiſhed : 
While this they talk'd of, ſome one did convey 

News, that inform'd them Pinabel was dead: 
That Pinabel was dead to them was ſhown ; 
But who had kill'd him was as yet unknown. 


In the mean time, Bradamant undiſmay'd 
At narrow paſs to Pinabel had preſs'd: 
An hundred times in him had thruſt her blade 
Up to the middle, thro? his flanks and breaſt : 
Now, this pollution from the world convey'd, 
Which all the country round did ſo inſeſt, 
She turns her ſhoulders on the conſcious place, 
With the ſame ſteed, once ſtole that villain baſe, 


8. 
She would have turn'd * by the road ſhe went 
From Ruggier ; but ne'er could find out the way: 
Now thro” the vales, now o'er the hills ſhe bent, 
Almoſt thro? all that country ſhe did ſtray 
But cruel fortune never would conſent, 
She ſhould, where Ruggier's gone, herſelf convey. 
Stay, till next Canto to you I recite, 
If from my ſtory you receive delight. 


WSSISSIUEISEIBSSSSSEESSSSSSESSSEESSESEEEEESE 


CANTO XXV. 


I. 
WHAT vaſt contention is in youthful mind, 
*T wixt wiſh'd for praiſe& vi'lent force of love! 


Which is moſt pow'rful, we ſcarce truly find : 


Now one, now t'other does ſuperior prove. 
Here both theſe cavaliers became inclin'd, 

(Their duty, honour with ſuch force did move) 
Their am'rous ſtrife ſhould now aſide be lay'd, 
Till they afforded to the camp their aid. 


2 


But here love did the greater power maintain; 


For had the lady not ſuch way ordain'd, 
They would not now this conflict fierce refrain, 
Till the triumphal laurel one had gain'd : 


And Agramante, with his troops, in vain, 


Expecting their aſſiſtance, had remain'd ; 
Therefore, love is not always harmful found, 


If it oft hurts, it does ſometimes to good redound, 


2. 
The Pagan knights who both did now conſent, 
This their diſſention wholly to poſtpone, 

Till to the Afric army aid they lent, 

Tow'rds Paris with the lady fair went on: 
Along with them the little dwarf too went. 

Who had to find the Tartar's footſteps gone, 
Till he conducted, where he front to front 


Might meet with him, the jealous Rodomont, 


| £ 
They to a mead arriv'd, where in delight 
Were ſeated cavaliers upon a brook, 
Two were diſarm'd, two wore their helmets bright, 
A lady with them of a beauteous look. 
Who theſe may be, I will elſewhere recite : 
Not now ; for of Ruggier muſt firſt be ſpoke, 
Of good Ruggier, of whom I late did tell, | 
How he the ſhield had caſt into the well. 


LY 
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5. 
Not yet a mile he from the well had gone, 

E're he a courier ſaw who tow'rds him preſs'd, 
One of th' expreſſes ſent by Trojan's ſon, 

Unto thoſe knighis, whoſe aid he did requeſt: 
From him he heard, to dang'rous ſtation 

Charles had the pagan army ſo diſtreſs'd, 
That if ſome of them did not help him ſoon, 
His honour there and life he muſt lay down. 


By num'rous thoughts Ruggier's reduc'd to doubt, 
"Which all did, all at once, his mind divide; 
But which of them, as beſt, to chooſe he ought, 


With time and place for thought he's ill ſupply'd: 


Th' expreſs he lets go on: and turn'd about 
Whither the lady him diſpos'd to guide, 

Who him inceſſant hurry'd ſo away, 

No interval ſhe gave him for delay, 


OE 

Thence, keeping on their purpos'd road, he got 
Unto a city, juſt at ſetting ſun : 

Marſilius, midſt of France, now held this ſpot, 
As in this war he it from Charles had won : 

Either at bridge or gate he halted not, 
As paſs or entrance there 1 him none: 

Tho', at the foſs and all around the gate, 

Arm'd men in numbers vaſt as guards did wait. 


8. 
For that by all the people was well known 
The damſel, whom he had in company, 
Freely he was permitted to paſs on, 
Nor ev'n enquir'd they of him, whence came he: 
Comes to the piazza, where the fire now ſhone, 
And crouds of cruel people there does lee, 
When in the center fix'd he does deſcry 
With 2 look the youth, who ſtands condemn'd 
to dye. 


| 9. 
_ * when on his face he rais'd his eyes, 
hich, as he weeping ſtood, to earth was bent, 

Conceiv'd in mind, he Bradamant eſpies, 

So much the youth her form did repreſent : 
More her he ſeems, as he more fix'd applies 

His ſight on face and perſon moſt intent: 
Says to himſelf : ſure Bradamant I ſee, 
Or I'm not that Ruggier I us'd to be 


10. 

By too much courage haply ſhe might move, 

O'ꝰth' youth condemn'd for the defence inclin'd, 
And, as the caſe did unſucceſsful prove, 

Might be a pris ner ta'en (as here ] find.) 

Ah! why did ſhe ſo haſte ? I might have ſtrove 

With her my pow'r at th* emprize to have join'd; 
But heav'n be prais'd ! that here has me convey'd, 
In time ſufficient yet to give her aid, 
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And with no more delay his ſword he drew, 

As at the other fort his ſpear he broke, 
And with his ſteed on the weak vulgar flew, 

Thro' breaſt, thro' flank, thro? paunch each dif- 

f'rent ſtroke. 

He wheel'd his ſword around and there did hew 

On foreheads, there throats, cheeks he took: 
In crouds immenſe the people ſcreaming fled, 
Some maim'd in limb, ſome wounded in the head. 


12. 
As flock of birds on border of ſome lake 
Securely fly and for their paſture watch, 
If from the sky the greedy falcon make 
Amongſt them and does one beat down or catch, 
They ſpread in flight, each does his mate forſake, 
Intent alone his own ſcape to diſpatch: 
In ſuch a manner one might ſee them do, 
Scon as the brave Ruggier amongſt them flew. 


I 3. 
Of five or fix, clean off their ſhoulders, bore 
Ruggier the heads, who were too ſlow in flizht : 
He chopt, quit to their breaſts, as many more, 
To teeth and eyes, a number infinite. 
I will admit, that they no helmets wore ; 
Butthey'd enough of ſteely circlets bright: 
And if they had worne helmets the moſt rare, 
Such fort of wounds had fallen to their ſhare. 


14 

The force of Ruggier . ſo minute, 

As that which in our modern knights is ſhown, 
In bear or lion or in other brute 

Moſt herce, of foreign country or our own : 
Earthquake as parallel might haply ſuit, 

Or the great devil, not th” infernal one; 
But your fam'd one, my lord, that burſts with fire, 
Which to its force makes earth, ſea, heav'n retire. 


I5. 

From ev'ry ſtroke, but ſefdom fell ſo few 

As one to earth, moſt commonly a pair: 
Four at one blow, nay even five he flew, 

That ſoon a hundred they in number were: 
The weapon cut, which from his ſide he drew, 

As 'twere ſoft tin, the ſteel of proof moſt rare : 
Falerine, in Orgagna's garden, made, 
Orlando to deſtroy, that cruel blade. 


16. 
Then, that ſhe made it, ſorely did repent, 
As ſhe her garden ſaw deſtroy'd thereby: 
What miſchief muſt it do, what detriment, 
In hand of warrior of ſuch bravery ! 
If Ruggier e'er had rage, ſtrength violent, 
If &er exerted was his valour high, 
Here *twas he us'd it, here he it Gia a, 
Moſt earneſt here to give his lady aid. 
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17. 23. 
As gainſt the running hounds the tim'rous hare, Nor firſt or ſecond or yet tourth you are, 
Such defence gainſt him made this company: Off thoſe, who this miſtake have fall'n into: 


The flaughter'd now remaining num'rous were, Nor ſire or brothers or ſhe who did bear 
And numbers infinite for ſafety ly. _ Us at a birth, can any diff*rence know: 
| Mean while the lady off the bonds a tear, *Tis true, my locks cut ſhort and thin I wear, 
Which both the hands of the young man did tye, As other men accuſtom'd are to do; 
OY And to him, what ſhe could, ſhe arms convey'd, She her's long, bout her head in treſſes wound, 
Wt Shield o'er his neck and to his hand a blade, From whence betwixt us much diſtinction's ſound. 
1 | 18. 24. 
He much provok'd exerts all force he could, But, ſince ſhe one day did a wound ſuſtain 
Himſelf t'avenge of this folk's cruelty, In her head (how too long is te declare) 
And here he inſtance of his proweſs ſhew'd And devout pilgrim, her to render ſane, 
And ſignaliz d himſelf for bravery. Cut off her locks, to th' middle of her ear, 
The ſun his golden wheels now had bedew'd No mark betwixt us longer did remain 
To quench his radiant beams 1'th* weſtern ſea, Of difference, ſave, ſex and names we bear: 
What time Ruggier victorious did reſort, I Ricciardet, ſhe Bradamant is call'd, 
Along with the young man, from out the fort. I brother am, ſhe's ſiſter, of Rinald. 


; 19. 25. 
The youth, now loſs of life he did evade, And, if to hear it would not irkſome be, 
When going with Ruggier from forth the gate, P11 tell you caſe, for your aſtoniſhment, 
In number infinite thanks to him paid, Which, from reſembling her, fell out to me: 
In prudent words and manner delicate: Joy twas at firſt, i'ch' end did much torment. 
6 For that, not knowing him, to give him aid, Ruggier, who no more grateful hiſto 
He ran the risk of meeting his own fate: Could hear, or theme, that him cou'd more content, 
And beg'd him tell his name, that he might know, Than what promoted calling to his mind 
W hom he ſo highly was beholden to. His lady dear, intreated fo, that he ſubjoin'd: 


«a. 


20, * 26. | 
I ſee, ſaid Ruggier, ſure | the lovely face ! One day it happen'd, as a wood hard by, 
The ſemblance bright, the features fine appear ! My ſiſter in her walk was trav'lling o'er, 
But the ſweet tone, that does the dition | Rn She wounded was by pagan company:; 
| Of my dear Bradamant, I do not hear (For on her road no helmet then ſhe wore) 
| Nor are thoſe thanks, ſhe gives me in this caſe, To cut off her long hair ſhe muſt comply, 
| What ſhe ſhould uſe to lover ſo ſincere: If the ſad wound ſhe would to health reſtore, 
"5 But if *tis Bradamant, how can it be, Which in her head ſhe had in dang'rous way. 
My name fo ſoon eſcapes her memory? And ſo ſhe ſhorn does thro' the foreſt tray, 
* 21. 27. 
"we To be inform'd for certain, artfully Wand'ring ſhe came to fountain in the ſhade, 
„ Ruggier ſaid to him, I've ſeen you elſewhere: And as ſhe weary was and ſuffer'd pain, 
5 And I've reflected much, but finally Diſmounts her horſe and then diſarms her head, 
Wiki - Don'tknow the place, nor to my thought canclear. And ſlept now on the tender N lain. 
"i - Pray, tell me this, if in your memory : I don't believe, you novel e'er did read, 
Wh. And I could wiſh, your name you would declare, Which, than this ſtory, more could entertain, 
That I may know, whom I affiſtance gave, The Spaniſh Flordiſpine came to this place, 
And from the fire his life to day did fave. As in the wood ſhe now perſu'd the chace. 
. 28. 
iis It likely may be, you've ſeen me before, And ſoon as there my ſiſter ſhe eſpy'd, 
bi He ſaid: but where by me can't be expreſt; oy her viſage, arm'd in ev'ry part, 
bl For I the world, for my part, wander o'er, Who, ſtead of diſtaff, ſword wore at her ſide, 
1 Having adventure, here and there in queſt. That, knight ſhe ſaw her fancy did impart : 
HFaply my ſiſter twas, who girded wore Thoſe manly features and ſweet face ſhe ey'd 
| Sword at her ſide, and was in armour dreſt: So much, that vanquiſh'd ſhe percciv'd her heart: 
| ; Ware twins, and ſhe ſo much reſembles me, Her tow'rds the ſhades to th* chace ſhe does invite, 
ll. We by our kindred can't diſtinguiſh'd be. That ſhe might hide herſelf, at laſt, from other's fight. 


29+ 
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29. 
Soon as got with her to a place retir'd, 
Where ſh'ad no fear, that any her would find, 
With acts and words ſhe by degrees aſpir'd, 
To ſhow the grievous torments of her mind : 
With burning ſighs and eyes with paſſion fir'd, 
Her ſoul reveal'd, that with deſire ſhe pin'd : 
Now pale her viſage, now enflam'd her look, 
So far ſhe ventur'd that a kiſs ſhe took. 


30- | 

From hence my ſiſter was moſt certain made, 
The lady her for other ſex had ta'en: 

Nor to her could ſhe give the needful aid, 
And under difficulty great ſhe's lain. 

"Tis better, I refute, in thought, ſhe ſaid, _ 
What ſhe conceives of me, this credence vain, 

And that myſelf I courteous woman ſhow, _ 

Than ſuffer, I for worthleſs fellow go. 


I. | 
And ſpoke the truth 1 'twere expreſs, 
Suiting a plaiſter figure made for ſhow, 
When lady ſhould herſelf to man addreſs, 
Whoſe converſe does with ſweets nectareous flow, 
That he ſhould prating ſtand, quite motionleſs, 
And cuckow like his pinions dropping low. 
In prudent manner ſhe her ſpeech convey'd, 
When ſhe inform'd her, that ſhe was a maid. 


32. 
Who, glory, as Camilla heretofore, 

Seek for in arms: in Afric* born was I, 
I'th' city of Arzill, on the ſea ſhore, 

And ſhield and lance us'd from my infancy. 
For this, no ſpark extinguiſh'd was the more 

Of the enamour'd lady's paſſion high : 
This remedy to her deep wound prov'd flow, 
Love in her heart his arrow ſhot fo low, | 


For this, her face 3 2 charms no leſs, 
Her looks leſs fair, her manners leſs polite : 
For this, ſhe her loſt heart don't repoſleſs, 
Which in thoſe eyes beloved took delight. 
She thinks, on ſeeing her in ſuch a dreſs, 
he able is her paffion to requite z 
But, when, that tis a woman, ſhe perceives, . 
Her ſighs and plaints ſhow, ſhe immenſely grieves. 
Whodger her grief and — s had heard that day, 
Could not but with her — join: 
What torments e'er ſo cruel were, ſhe'd ſay, 
'Than which are not more cruel theſe of mine ! 
Of ev'ry love, in good or evil way, 
I might have hop'd t accompliſh my deſign: 
The roſe I from the thorns could ſeparate, 
My wiſh no ſweets can crop---inordinate ! 


That 
D a 
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35. | 
If, love, diſpos'd you were me to torment, 
As you my happy ſtate did not approve, 
You with ſuch ſuff'rings ſhould have been content, 
As other lovers have been us'd to prove. 
Mongſt human kind or brutes, ſuch accident 
Ne'er was, that female ſhould the female love: 
Woman to woman lovely don't appear, 
She lamb to ſhe, nor to the doe the female deer. 
6. 
In earth, in air, in ſea, A551 alone, 
Who ſo ſevere an inſtance undergo : 
And this you, in your ſovereignty, have done, 
That ſample itrange my error you might ſhow. 
The conſort of king Ninus, for her ſon, 
With wicked and inceſtuous flame did glow : 
Myrrha her fire : a bull the Cretan lov'd ; | 
But, than all theirs, my wiſh has weaker prov'd. 


Thoſe women on the * form'd their deſign, 

Hop'd for their ends, and had them, as they ſay: 
The wooden cow Phaſiphae enter'd in: 

Others by various means and diff rent way; 
But all his skill ſnould Dædalus combine, 

He could not looſe thoſe bonds which on me lay, 
Which are by maſter fram'd too diligent, 
Nature, than all things far more prevalent. 

8. 

Weeping and waſting thus lamented ſote 

The lovely maid, nor could have peaceful thought: 
Sometimes her face, ſometimes her locks ſhe tore, 


And, gainſt herſelf, herſelf ſhe vengeance ſought. 


My ſiſter, thro' compaſſion, did deplote, 

o hear her plaints, ſtill to compulſion brought, 
Her weak and vain deſire try'd to remove; 
But all ſhe ſpoke did to no purpoſe prove. 


She, who did help and . advice require, 
Still more laments her fate in doleful way. 
2 1 day to expire; 
The welt was red by the ſun's ſetting ray: 
The hour was ſuiting all ſhould home retire, 
Who meant not in the wood all night to ftay, 
To Brad'mant when the lady did apply, 
To go to this her city at a diſtance nigh, 
40. 
My ſiſter no means to refuſe her knew, 
And fo they to the place together went, 
Where me had caſt that horrid, wicked crew 
Unto the flames, did not your aid prevent. 
Fair Flordiſpine here did her utmoſt do, 
That they my ſiſter highly compliment: 
And _= dreſſing her in female gown, 
e a lady was, to all made known. 
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41. | 

Conſid'ring well, no fort of benefit, 

From that appearance manly, ſhe could gain, 
It ſeem'd not therefore in her judgment fit, 

For that, ſhould any blame be on her lain : 
And did it too, that th* ill, which on her lit, 

By a male habit, thro' her fancy vain, 
She, by the truth revealing, would contrive, 
Nov, by another, from her mind to drive. 


"42. 
Together, to one bed, at night, they went ; 
But very different was their repoſe: 
One ſlept, and t' other griev'd and did lament 
And more {till with her ardent paſſion glows, 
And her ſhort reſt ſome image does invent, 
If ſometimes ſleep her weary'd eyelids cloſe : 
She ſeems to ſee, that fate, her wiſh to grant, 
To better ſex converted Bradamant. 


. 43. 

As the ſick man with fev'riſh'thirſt oppreſt, 
If, in ſuch greedy wiſh, aſleep he fall, | 

In his confus'd and interrupted reſt, 

Each fort of liquor he to mind does call: 
Juſt fo, to make her am'rous wiſhes bleſt, 

 _ Sleep to her repreſents in fancy all: 

She wakes and reſtleſs tumbles up and down, 

Perceiving her fantaſtick viſion's flown. 


How many pray'rs, how many vows, that night, 
To Macon, and to all the gods ſhe pay'd ! 
That,-by ſome wonder clear to human ſight, 
Of her, to better ſex, change might be made : 
But, all, ſhe ſaw, turn'd out effectleſs _ 
And heav'n perhaps in laughter her ſurvey'd. 
The night was paſs d, and Phcebus his bright face 
Drew from the ſea, and with his light the world did 
grace. 


5 45. E 15 
When day arriv'd, and they their bed forſake, 
The grief of Flordiſpine did ſtill augment ; 
For Bradamant had ſaid, her leave ſhe'd take, 
Willing to get from this embarraſſment. 
| 'The courteous lady ſteed of fineſt make, 


At parting, caus'd her take, which ſhe'd preſent, 


Adorn'd with gold: and upper veſtment grand, 
Richly embroider'd o'er with her own hand. 


46. Ox 21 

With her ſome diſtance Flordiſpine did go: 

Then to her manſion moaning took her way. 
My ſiſter on 1 hurry'd ſo, 

She came to Montalban that very day : 
We brothers and my mother ſunk in woe, 

Joyfully round her croud in ſportive play; 
For, as of her we late no news did hear, 


All had ſtrong doubt and we her death did fear, 


For this good news and gain no ſmall reward, 
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47. 
Her helmet off, we a her ſhort hair 
Which formerly about her head was rowl'd : 
The foreign upper veſt too, ſhe did wear, 
Caus'd us with vaſt amazement her behold : 
And ſhe did all from firſt to laſt declare, 
The ſubject, which to you I juſt have told, 
How, in a foreſt, ſhe was ſorely ſmit, 
And did, her locks, for cure, to be cut off, 


permit. | 


48. 
And how, aſleep on fountain's border lain, 

The lovely huntreſs coming on her lit, 
Whom gave delight ſuch ſemblance fo miſta' en, 

And how ſhe then the company did quit : 
Then fully told how t'other did complain, 

So that our hearts were with compaſſion ſmit ; 
And how ſhe with her lodg'd, and did explain 


| All acts ſh'ad done, till ſhe came home again. 


49. 

Of Flordiſpine the Bas. well knew, 

In France and Saragoſſa her Tad ſeen, 
And to my fancy did molt pleaſing ſhew 

Her charming eyes, her lovely air and mien ; 
But, I would not upon her fix my view, 

For hopeleſs love is idle tale, 1 ween : 
Now, when was proffer'd ſuch an ample field, 
Sudden, I to my former paſſion yield. 


(21-4: 
From this expectance, Love . the knot; 
For he could not have work'd with other thread, 
And ſhew'd the means (whence I was alſo caught) 
That the ſo wiſh'd for lady I might wed : 


| And to ſucceed eaſy might be the plot, 


That as oftimes others had been miſled 
By likeneſs, which I to my ſiſter ſhew, 
I haply might deceive this damſel too. 


a 1. 
I ſtood in doubt: at lt, thought it right, 
To ſeek what pleaſures us ſhould ſtill be try'd: 
Of this my thought I let none in the Tight, 
Nor would in any one's advice confide-; 
Where-were thoſe arms, I went that very night, 
Which by my ſiſter late were lay'd afide : 
Got them: and with her ſteed my road I take, 
Nor would I even wait till the day- break. 


| 4 ; TS {2 161 14 
I travel'd on 'night, Love led the way, 
That I the lovely Flordiſpine might meet: 
And I arriv'd there e're the ſun's bright ray 
As yet th” ocean did himſelf ſecrete : 
Happy is he, who running can convey 
Himſelf, of others firſt, the queen to greet, 
Hoping of her to merit the regard, 


S3. 
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33. 

All of them in the ſame miſtake agreed, 

Thinking 'm Brademant, as you did to- day: 
The more, as I had the ſame dreſs and ſteed, 

With which the day before ſhe went away : 
To me came Flordiſpine with utmoſt ſpeed, 

So much careſs'd me, did ſuch joy diſplay, . 
And with ſuch ſprightly look and chearful mien, 
Greater delight could not on earth be ſeen, 


54+ 
Her lovely arms then round my neck ſhe caſt, 
Sweetly embrac'd me with a kind ſalute: 

You may believe, Love then his arrow paſs'd, 
And thre the middle of my heart did ſhoot : 
Took me by th' hand, and to her room in haſte | 

Led me : and thought it did none other ſuit, 
That my ſpurs, armour, helmet be unty'd, 
And lets none but herſelf herein be occupy d. 


5. 
Then caus'd them bring — own rich, pompous veſt, 
And it with her own hand ſhe would unfold : 
And, as if I were female, me ſhe dreſs'd, 
Then bound my hair with a network of gold. 
In manner decent I my eyes addrefs'd, 
Nor any act, but that I'm woman, told: 
My voice, which poſſibly might me accuſe, 
None can diſcover, it ſo well I uſe. 


56. 

Then we went out, where was much company 
Of knights and ladies, in the grand ſalon, 

By whom we were receiv'd with — , 
Such as to queens and the nobleſs is ſhown. 

I laugh'd in mind at many frequently, 
Thinking, to them I wholly was unknown 

For, to the wearer merriment ſuppl 

The fancy new, in innocent diſguiſe. 


As now the hour of wida ght became late, 
And ſome time ſince the table they did clear, 
The table, which with niceſt ſorts of meat, 
Juſt as the ſeaſon ſerv'd, they did prepare, 
The lady, till my aſking, does not wait, | 
For that, which was my cauſe of coming there: 
She, in her courteſy, does me invite, 
That I'd accept a bed with her that night. 


8. 
Soon as the ladies and 4 maids retire, 
And chamberlains and pages went away, 
We two diveſted us of our attire, 
By blazing flambeaus, which appear'd as day : 
I began, Lady, do not now admire, - 
That ] return, after fo ſhort a ſtay ; 


For, you might haplyFancy entertain, 
That heav'n 4 — you me might ſee again. 
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59- 
I'II tell the cauſe, firſt, why I went _ ; 
ſo hear, 


Then you, why I came back, ſhall 


- ue you, my lady, will with patience ſtay, 


And ſo prolix a narrative can bear: 
In life or death your orders I'd obey, 

Nor quit, one hour, the place in which you are ; 
But, as my preſence ſo hurt your repoſe, 


As the beſt method I could take, I abſence choſe. 


60. 

From out my road me fortune chanc'd to take 

Of a wood intricate 'midſt leafy glade, 
Where noiſe I heard reſound i'th* neighb'ring brake, 

As 'twere a lady, that cry'd out for aid: 
I thither ruſh'd, and, on a chryſtal lake, 

Lit on a fawn, whoſe hook his prey had made 
Of naked nymph, who ' midſt the waves did ſtrive, 
Whilſt cruel he would eat her up alive. 


61. 
Thither I hurry'd : and my ſword I drew; 
For other way I could not help ſupply: :- 
Strait the deteſted fiſherman I ſlew, 
And ſhe into the ſtream leapt inſtantly : 


Lou not in vain to my aſſiſtance flew, 


She faid : and I'll reward you gloriouſly, 
As I'm a nymph, with whatſoe'er you crave : 
My dwelling is within this chryſtal wave. 
| 62. 
And I have pow'r ſtupendous things to do, 
Make nature and the elements comply: 
Aſk to the utmoſt that my force can go, 
Then, leave to me your wiſh to ſatisfy ; 
My ſong from heaven can the moon bring low, 
ake the fire freeze and the air durify ; 
And ſometimes I have, by my word alone, 
Caus'd the earth move — ſteady made the ſun. 


63. 
At this her offer, I did N require 
Treaſures or lands or over ſubjects ſway, 
Nor more in ſtrength and courage to aſpire, 
Or in the war to bear the palm away; 
But only, ſome how, that what you deſire, 
And your commands I ever might obey : 
Nor did I one thing more, than other ask ; 
But to her fancy wholly left the task. 
64. 
This application ſcarcely had made I, 
When her plung'd in the waves again I view : 
Nor to my ſpeech ſubjoin'd ſhe more reply, 
But the enchanted water tow'rds me threw, 
Which ſoon as e'er it to my face came nigh, 
I was quite chang'd; but how by no means knew: 
The act fo marvellous ſcarce true I thought, 
m_ male, from female, I was ſudden brought. 


2 65. 
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| 65. 

Such wonder ſtrange I to her did relate, 

Till time approach'd to take our ſweet repoſe : 
And ſaid, as you're inform'd now of my ſtate, 

I hope, you in my favour will diſpoſe, 
Since, above riches, honour, pompous ſtate, 

Your ſervice, above all the world, I choſe : 
Whenever glory calls, you me will find 
Faithful attendant on your virtuous mind. 


| | 66. 
As to him happens, who's of hope devoid 
Of thing, on which he long has been intent, 
Who, while he moans what's loſt ſtill unenjoy'd, 
With grief and rage himſelf does more torment, 


FURIOSO. Canto 26. 
Tho! it he finds at laſt, he's fo annoy'd 

By thought of ſo much labour vainly ſpent, 
And his deſpair him to ſuch way has brought, 
Hecan't believe his ſight, & ſtands conſus d in thought. 


67. 
The lady fo, with vaſt aſtoniſhment, 


Heard the whole ſtory, which I did relate; 
But even to her ears no credence lent, 

So long accuſtom'd to bemoan her fate : 
In fit reſerve remain'd the innocent, 

Twirt fleep and waking in a doubtful tate : 
Then ſaid, grant heav'n, if ſleep ſuch dreamscan feign, 
I ne' er may wake, but dreaming ſtill remain, 


* 


CANT 


1. | 
N ancient days, fuch courteous ladies were, 
I As virtue held, than wealth, at higher rate : 
In this our age, we meet with them but rare, 
Who aught, than profit, dearer eſtimate ; 
But thoſe, who, from hearts worthy and ſincere, 
Forbear of avarice's track the beat, 
Are worthy, living, of felicity ; 


When dead, immortal, glorious to be. 


Saad 
Bradamant to eternal praiſe had right, ; 
Who not to wealth or empire was inclin'd : 
But to Ruggier's deportment brave, polite, 
But to the virtues of his noble mind : 
And ſhe deſerv'd, of ſuch a valiant knight, 
The object of his love herſelf to find: 
And, to obtain her, he ſuch feats ſhould do, 
As after ages ſhall, for wonders, view, 


3 
Ruggier, as I did heretofore relate, 
ith the two knights of Claremont did arrive, 

I mean with Aldigier and Ricciardet, | 

To their two brothers, captives, aid to give: 
J alfo ſaid, that with a mien elate, ; 

They coming tow'rds them did a knight perceive, 
Who bore that bird, itſelf does renovate, 
And ever lives on earth without a mate. 


* 
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Soon as the knight theſe people did eſpy, 

Who ſtood as if they-were prepar'd to ſmite, 
He was diſpos'd to ſet himſelf to try, 

If their brave hearts equal'd their ſemblance bright: 
And ſaid to them, one of ye caſual | 

Would prove, of us which has A might, 
By ſword or lance's well directed blows, 

ill one ſits faſt, to carth the other goes. 


That readily, ſaid Aldigies, I'd do, 
Whether you'd wield the ſword or run the ſpear ;: 
But with another feat, which you may view, 
If you'll but ſtay, we ſo ſhould interfere : 
For I've ſcarce time to hold diſcourſe with you, 
Much leſs to break off, for the tilt's career: 
Here, for ſix hundred men or more, we ſtay,. 
With whom we muſt a trial have to-day. 


6. 

To ſeize two of our friends, whom here they lead- 

Their pris'ners, love and pity. did excite :. 
And fo, to tell the cauſe, he did proceed, 

That made them thus appear in armour bright. 
So fitting the excuſe is which you plead, 

The warriour ſaid, I can't but judge it right: 
And I am well perſuaded, that ye are 
Three cavaliers, that have but few your pair. 


Te 
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7. 

I ask'd you with a ſtroke or two to meet, 

To try what of your proweſs was th' extent ; 
But ſince, ye will, at other's coſt I ſee t, 

Let that ſuffice: I ask no tournament : 
That, with your arms, this ſhield, I you intreat, 

And helmet may join in th' experiment: 
And hope to ſhow, when we conjoin'd ſhall try, 
I undeſerving am not of ſuch company. 


8. 

I think, ſome will, to know, deſirous be, 

The perſon's name who join'd themat this place, 
And oller d to Ruggier and company 

To be confed' rate in this dang'rous caſe: 
She (for ſhe ſhall be call'd no longer he) 

arphiſa was, who of the woman baſe 

To wretched Zerbin gave the management, 
The old Gabrine on ev!ry ill intent. 


% 9. 
Both the knightz of Claremont and Ruggier ſtout 
Took her, well pleas'd, of their ſociety, 
As, that ſhe was a knight, they certain thought, 
And not a damſel, as was truly ſhe. 
Soon after, Aldigier ſaw, by look out, 
A banner, which he caus'd his friends to ſee, 
Which flutter'd beaten by the trembling air, 
Round which a croud of people gather'd were. 


10. 

And, after, when they nearer to them drew, 

When plainer they perceiv'd the Mooriſh dreſs, 
That they were Saracins, they fully knew, 
And ſaw the priſoners amidſt the preſs, 
On ſorry keffals brought, in bondage too, 

For gold to barter with the Maganzes : 
Marphiſe ſaid to them: now, why do we wait, 
Since they are come, and not commence the treat? 


| II. 
Ruggier reply'd : the gueſts invited all 
Are not yet come: there wants a num'rous part: 
And now we're to prepare a ſplendid ball, 
To make it ſolemn, let's uſe all our art; 
They'll now delay but a ſhort interval: 
In ſuch way ſpeaking, they perceiv'd apart 
The treach'rous crew of Maganzes advance, 
80 that they're ready to begin the dance. 


12. 

The Maganzes, on one ſide, onwards bent, 

And with them led their mules, beneath the weight 
Of gold, of cloths and rich accoutrement: 

On t'other, coming on, in captive ſtate, 
Twixt ſpears, ſwords, bows, the brothers both lament, 

As to theſe bound'ries brought to meet their fate: 
And Bertolage their foe inveterate, 


They, with the Mooriſh captain, hear expoſtulate. 
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13. 
The ſon of Amon nor yet Aldigier, 
Seeing the Maganzes, delay could brook : 
Each in the reſt fix d ſteadily his ſpear, 

And one and t'other the baſe traytor ſtruck : 
One pierc'd quite thro” his paunch and faddle-geer,, 
And tother thro' both cheeks his viſage took. 

May all ungrateful raſcals undergo 
What Bertolage ſuſtain'd from either blow 


14. 

Marphiſa, at this ſignal, does advance, 

With Ruggier, nor waits any trumpet's blaſt: 
Nor did, to break her ſpear well-ſettled, chance, 

Till three, ſucceſſive, ſhe to earth did caſt. 
The Pagan worthy was of Ruggier's lance; 

Who led the reſt, and out of life did hafte : 
And with him, by the ſelf-ſame inſtrument, 
Two others to the realms of darkneſs went. 


n d 
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Axe. 
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Hence thoſe aſſaulted a bc. conceiv'd, 
Which in the end for their deſtruction made: 
As, on one ſide, the Maganzes believ'd, X 
That by the Pagan troops they were betray'd: 
The Moors, on t'other, by ſuch wounds aggriev'd, 
As vile Aſſaſſins t'other tribe upbraid : 
So, twixt them they began a ſlaughter fierce, 
To ſhoot with bows, Ro and ſword to pierce. 
1 


Now againſt one, now t' other troop does bound, 
Ruggier and ten or twenty off he cut: 
As many by the dame with bleeding wound 
Lay here and there, whom ſhe to death had put : 
As many dead caſt from their ſeats to ground, 
As barely touch'd were by their blades acute, 
To which the coats of mail and helmets ply, 
As, in the copſe, to th' flames the bruſh-wood dry. 
I7. | 
If e'er t'have ſeen in your remembrance be, 
Or ſtory might it to your ears relate, 
How, when in diſcord is the colony 
And into air the bees to fight retreat, 
The greedy ſwallow will amongſt them flee, 
And multitudes does ſpoil, deſtroy and eat : 
In ſuch way to your mind you may deſcribe, 


Marphiſe and Ruggier acted tow'rds this hapleſs triba. 


18. 
Ricciardet and his kinſman did not, fo, 
Twixt the two troops, their dance diverſify ; 
For they the Pagan forces ſtill forego, 
And to thoſe of Maganza kept their eye: 
The brother of the knight Rinald did ſhow 
With mighty proweſs mighty bravery, 
And to be both redoubled caus'd his hate 
He had gainſt the Maganzes moſt inveterate. 
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19. 
The ſelf-ſame reaſon made himſelf diſplay 
Like lion furious-Buovo's baſtard fon, 
Who, with his ſword, without reſt or delay, 
To bits, as egg, hew'd ev'ry helmet down : 
And who could help, hardy to ſhow, that day, 
Or of new Hector prove the paragon, 
Marphiſe and Ruggier in their company, 
The choice and flow'er of warlike bravery ? 


20. 

Marphiſe, while ſhe perſiſted in the fight, 

Oft to her comrades turn'd about her eyes, 
And, each one's force, comparative, in ſight, 

Of all ſhe prais'd the proweſs with ſurprize ; 
But, of Ruggier firſt was the wond'rous might, 

Matchleſs by the whole world, ſhe this deſcrys: 
And, ſometimes, that 'twas Mars himſelf ſhe thought, 
From the fifth heav'n deſcended to this ſpot. 


| 21. 

Thoſe dreadful ſtrokes ſhe ſtrictly did regard, 

That they ne'er fell in vain ſhe clear ſurvey'd : 
It ſeem'd, when 'twas oppos'd to Baliſard, 

The ſteel was ſoft, as if of paper made: 
It cut cuiraſs and helmet the moſt hard, 

Men cleft in two, quite to their horſes lay'd, 
Then to the field ſent down, on either ſide, 
The parts, which it did equally divide. 


22. 
Repeating ſtill it's formidable ſhock, 
The maſters and their very ſteeds it flew : 


- The heads in numbers from their ſhoulders took, 


And from the waiſt the buſtos chops in two : 
Oft, five or more it cuts off at a ſtroke, 

And, if I doubted not, than of what's true 
It more the ſemblance would of falſhood bear, 
I would ſay more; but I muſt leſs declare. 


23. 
Good Turpin, who e truth he does declare, 
And leaves to all their thoughts in their own way, 
Of Ruggier tells us circumſtances rare, 
Which when you heard, that they're untruths 


you'd ſay. 


So ev'ry warriour did like ice appear 


Againſt Marphiſe, ſhe torches burning ray : 
And ſhe no leſs the eyes of Ruggier drew 
To her, than ſhe of him did the high valour view, 
24. 
And if ſhe him as the god Mars did view, 
He her Bellona might have judg'd to be, 
If, that ſne was a female, he but knew, 
As now her perſon ſeem'd the contrary : 


And haply emulation 'twixt them grew, 


Towards this evil, wretched, company, 
Upon whoſe fleſh and blood and nerves and bones 
Each trial makes which greater proweſs owns. 


4 


They were not of their voices, that they liy'd, 
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| 26. 
Of four ſuffic'd the courage rare and might, 
To drive both camps to ſcape precipitate : 
No better arms had he, who took to flight, 
Than was the palfry upon which he ſat: 
Happy was he, wh' ad ſteed for gallop light; 
or, trot or amble was of ſorry rate: 
He, who no horſe had, here reflection made, 


That woeful is, on foot, of arms the trade. 


26. 
The field and ſpoils become the victor's right; 
For neither foot or muleteer remain: _ 
Here, Maganzes, the Moors, there, take to flight, 
Thoſe quit their loads and theſe their captives ta en. 
They're now, with chearful looks & hearts moſtlight, 
Prompt, Malagige and Vivian to unchain: 
The pages no leſs prompt were, who unbound 
The carriages and caſt the loads to ground. 


27. 

Beſides of ſilver a good * "Ih 

Which was wrought up in.veſlels different, 
And various forts of female drapery, 

Where niceſt art perform'd each ornament, 
And, for apartments royal, tapeſtry, 

Such gold with filk, in Flanders they invent, 
And other coſtly things, in plenty great, 
Bread, flasksof wine they * kinds of meat. 


28. 

On taking off their helmets, they all view, 

That, damſel twas, who them with aid ſupply'd, 
By her curl'd, golden ringlets, this they knew, 

By her fair face, ſo delicate, beſide ; 
Much honour her and beg, that name, where due 

Was ſo much glory, ſhe'd forbear to hide. 
And ſhe, who tow'rds her friends ſtill courteous ſhews, 
Her perſon to reveal does not refuſe. 


29. 

Their looking on her they Can't ſatisfy, 

As, in the combat, they of her had ſight. 
She marks Ruggier, to him ſole does apply, 

The reſt regards not, ſeems the reſt to ſlight. 
Mean time the ſervants come, the company 

With her, to th' entertainment, to invite, 
Which they had ready got, hard by a font, 
Which from the ſummer's ray was ſhelter'd by a 

mount. 


O. 

This was a fountain, Mellin did deſign, 

One of thoſe four, which have in France their ſite, 
Surrounded all with marble fair and fine, 

Poliſh*'dmoſt ſmooth and than the milk more white, 
Here, by engraving with his toil divine, 

Merlin had figures drawn in ſuch a light, 
You would declare they breath'd : and, if depriv'd 


31, 
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I. 

Here, from a foreſt, em a beaſt to paſs, 

Odious and foul, with look of cruelty, 
It's ears and head reſemblance bore of aſs, 

Of wolf its teeth, and by vaſt hunger dry ; 
It claws of lion had, like fox it was 

In all its other parts: and ſeem'd to fly 
O'er England, France and Spain and Italy, 
Europe and Afia, nay the whole globe finally. 


32. 

She ev'ry where the people kill'd and ſmote, 
Plebeians baſe and heads moſt proud and vain 

But ſhe moſt pow'r to hurt ſeem'd to have got 


O'er lords and princes, kings with high domain: 


Moſt miſchiefs in the Roman court ſhe wrought ; 
For there ſhe cardinals and popes had lain : 

The lovely ſeat of Peter foul ſhe'd made, 

And ſhe upon the faith had ſcandal lay'd. 


3. 
It ſeems, before this greadiil beaſt immenſe, 


Each wall, each fence, ſhe touches, tumbles down: 


There is no city can make its defence, 
Caſtles and forts to her are open thrown: 
To divine honours ſhe ſeems t have pretence, 
And worſhip, by th' weak tribe, to her isſhown : 
And ſhe to have the keys does arrogate, 
At will, to open hell or heaven's gate, 


After, a knight MF ERR... you behold, 
With the imperial laurel crown'd his hair: 
Three youths beſide him, lilies they of gold 
Embroider'd on their royal veſtments wear : 
And, which with them did the like ſtandard hold, 
Lion ſeem'd gainſt this monſter to repair: 
Over their heads ſome had their names expreſt, 
And fome were wrote on borders of each veſt. 


35. 
One, who, up to the very hilts, had ſmote, 
Ith' paunch of the malignant beaſt, his blade, 
Francis the firſt of France had o'er him wrote: 
Of Auſtria Maximilian by him ftay'd : 
And Charles the fifth the emp'ror, thro' the throat 
Of the fell monſter, had his lance convey'd : 
On other, who his dart fix'd in her breaſt, 
Henry the eighth of England was expreſs d. 


6. 

That lion had the tenth i on his back, 

Who fix'd his teeth in the foul monſter's ear, 
And him tad harraſs'd fo and did attack, 

That many more did in his aid appear : 
The world its former dread ſeem'd to ſorſake, 

nd, all their ancient errours to repair, 

The noble people hurry'd there, tho? few, 
However they the wild beaſt direful ſlew. 
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Till ſhe herſelf ſhall to ſuch monſter raiſe, 
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3 
Marphiſa and the eavaliers remain | 
Intent, who might thoſe people be, to know. 
By whoſe brave hands the monſter had been ſlain, 
Who had ſo many places fill'd with woe: 
Since, tho' the names thereon engrav'd were plain, 
The ſtone their perſons did not fully ſhow. 
Each other they intreated, if they knew 
The ftory, they'd it to the others ſhew. 
8. 
Vivian to Malagigi turn'd his eye, 
Who ſtood attentive, nor did utter aught, 
And faid : to tell this tale does on you lie, 
As you herein are learn'd, as is my thought. 
Who are theſe, who did darts and ſwords apply, 
And lances, whencetodeath this beaſt theybrought- 
Malagige anſwer'd : 'tis not hiſtory, 
Which any author has preſerv'd in memory. 


Know then, that 8 names, you, written, ſee 

Upon the marble, ne'er had living ſtate ; 

But, they, in ſeven hundred years, ſhall be, 4 
And make an after age with fame elate : 2 

The Britiſh Merlin, ſage in ſorcery, 7 
In Arthur's time, this font did fabricate, 

And what in future ſhould exiſtence have, 

Here he cau3'd skilful artiſts to engrave. 


40. 
This cruel beaſt from hell's abyſs was ſent, 
Whattime they firſtmark'd limits for their ground, 
When firſt they weights and meaſures did invent, 
And men by written contracts firſt were bound: 
Burt, ſhe, at firſt, not o'er the whole world went, 
A many countries ſhe, as yet, left ſound : 
In our time, ſhe diſturbs much many a place 


But moſt offends the croud and vulgar baſe. 


41. 
From her original, to theſe our days, 
She ever grew, and ever will proceed, 


That, greater never was, nor e' er ſo dread: 
That Python, which we, in poetic lays, 

To be ſo horrid, ſo ſtupendous, read, 
Not half ſo big as this was, in the whole, 
Nor ſo abominable, nor ſo foul. 
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2. 

She'll cruel laughter 1 : nor place there'll be, 

Which ſhe don't ſpoil, infect, contaminate : 
And all, which you did in this ſculpture ſee, 

To her deteſted acts i'n't adequate: 
Thoſe perſons, hoarſe with cry inceſſantly 

For ſome relief, whoſe names you read but late, 
Whoſe luſtre ſhall Pyropus blaze exceed, 


Shall come, to give their aid, in greateſt need. 
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To the fell beaſt no 3. cauſe more woe, 
Than Francis will, the ſovereign of France : 

And fit tis, many he in this outgo, | 
And none exceed, few near to him advance; 

Since he eclips'd does other's glory ſhow, 
(Whilſt his own regal blaze he does enhance ; 

Who ſeem'd in full before : as ev'ry light 

Soon faint appears, when Phoebus is in fight. 


44. 

In the firſt year of his propitious reign, 

Ere well his crown is fix d upon his head, 
He'll paſs the Alps and th* enterprize make vain 

Of them, who *gainſt him did thoſe hills invade, 
Spur'd on by juſt and generous diſdain, 

That for thoſe wrongs fit vengeance is not paid, 
Which, from the dwellers fierce o'th' fertile plain, 
The army of the French did late ſuſtain, 


| 45. | 
And thence to the rich plain he will deſcend 


Of Lombardy, with all the flow'r of France, 


And the Helvetians fo to bits ſhall rend, 


In vain they'll more their horn hope to advance : 
*Gainſt the grand camp, o'th' church and Spain, 
he'll ſend, 
And Florence ſhall be ſham'd by ſuch miſchance, 
To ſtorm the caſtle, which had, till that hour, 
Been deem'd impregnable by any pow'r. 


46. 
Bove other arms, that fortreſs to obtain, 


That honour'd ſword ſhall give him aid, 
With which before he had the monſter lain, 

Which did all countries with its filth invade : 
Oppos'd to that, needs muſt turn back again, 

In flight, each ſtandard, or on earth be lay'd : 
No rampart high, wall groſs, or foſſe fo deep, 
From this, can city ſafe protected keep. 


47+ 

This prince ſhall all that excellence poſſeſs, 

Which happy emperor ſtill ought to ſhare : 
The courage of great Julius; the addreſs, 

Which Hannibal at Trebbia made appear: 
The fortune which did Alexander bleſs, 

Without which flys each ſcheme in ſmoke and air: 
He ſhall ſo lib'ral prove, that, in my mind, 

You'll ſcarce his paſt 3 future equal, find. 


| 48. 

Thus Malagigi ſpoke ; from whence there grew 
Wiſh — mongſt the knights, he'd — lay 

The names of others, who that monſter ſlew, 
Who others had accuſtom'd been to ſlay. 

Here, *mongſt the firſt, Bernard engrav'd you view, 

Whoſe praiſes Merlin's writings much diſplay : 
Thro? him, ſaid he, Bibiena ſhall be known, 
As much as Florence or Siena's neighb'ring town. 


* Theſe beautiful compliments are eras'd by time, as ever muſt be the caſe : nor have the Italian commentators done the juſtice to 
preſerve this particular, Doubtleſs this gentleman was a poetic genius, as well as a military man, 
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49- 

More forward, to this enterprize, no one, 

Than Lewis, John, and Sigiſmond, ſhall go, 
Gonzaga, Salviat, and of Arragon, 

Of the foul monſter each invet'rate foe : 
Francis Gonzaga's there, Fred'ric, his ſon, 

His father's ſteps to follow, is not ſlow : 
And him his ſon in law and kinſman join, 
This of Ferrara duke, that of Urbine. 


| 50. 

Of one of thoſe the ſon, nam'd Guidobald, 

Will, nor by fire nor any, be ſurpaſs'd : 
With Ottobon of Fliſco, Sinibald 

Drives the wild beaſt, they run with equal haſte : 
Lewis of Gazolo her neck has gall'd, 

Warm is the ſteel o'th* arrow, which he caſt, 
* With which, and bow too, Phoebus him ſupply'd, 
What time a ſword Mars girded to his ſide, 

I, 

Two Hercules and two Hippoliti 

Of Efte, Herc'les and Hippolito, 
One of Gonzaga, one of Medici, 

The monſter chacing, till ſhe's weary'd, go: 
Julian, it ſeems, behind his ſon won't be, 

Nor Ferrant than his brother be more flow, 
Nor Andrew Doria leſs ready prove, 
Nor Francis Sforza let one *fore him move. 


2, 
From the illuſtrious, bright and gen'rous root 
Of Avalo there's two, whoſe arms unfold 
The rock, which, from his head to ſnaky foot, 
Impious Typhæus ſeems beneath to hold: 
No one, to put to death the horrid brute, 
There is, than theſe two, preſſes on more bold; 
One, matchleſs Francis of Peſcar', is wrote: 
Alfons of Vaſto, t'other at his feet has got. 


8 2 have [he behind F 
Tour glory, which was ſo much priz'd in Spain, 
Which Malagigi ſo to praiſe inclin'd, ol 
That few could match you of this noble train? 
William of Montferat we alſo find 
Mongſt thoſe, who have the filthy monſter lain, 
And few were there, to th' number infinite, 
Which ſhe ſome time did either kill or ſmite. 


In harmleſs ſport and chat of merriment, 
After their meal, they paſs'd the ſultry day, 
Stretch'd upon carpets moſt magnificent, 
'Midft flowring ſhrubs, which made the rivet 


Vis aa Malagige, that more content 

The reft might ſhare, kept watch in arm'd array, 
When they a — without company, 
Perceiv'd advancing to them haſtily. 


55. 


Canto 26. 
55 


This that Hippalca was, from whom was ta'en 
Frontin, that gallant ſteed, by Rodomont, 
Whom ſhe, the day before, perſu'd in vain, 
Moving him now by pray'rs, now by affront ; 
But, as it n'aught avail d, ſhe turn'd . 
Her road, to meet Ruggier in Agriſmont : 
She heard upon her 1 [ know not) 


With Ricciadet ſhe'd find him on that ſpot. 
56. 
And as ſhe well the ſituation knew, 


Having been there before, ſhe went foreright 
Unto the font, and did ſuch courſe perſue, 
She found him there: as I above did write. 
But, as a cautious meſſenger and true, 
Who better acts, than other can endite, 
Soon as ſhe Brad'mant's brother did perceive, 
That ſhe don't know Ruggier, ſhe made believe. 


57. 
To Ricciardet herſelf ſhe quite addreſs'd, 
As if directly ſhe for him was bent: 
And he, who knew her well, then forward preſs'd, 
To meet her, and enquir'd, which way ſhe went : 
She, who her eyes with redneſs had oppreſt, 
From her long grief, ſaid (firſt a ſigh ſhe ſent) 
But, ſpoke aloud, that ſo might reach the ear 
Of Ruggier ſuch her ſpeech: as to her he was near. 


58. 
I, by the rein, ſhe ſays, with me did lead, 
me your ſiſter's order did enjoin, 

A wond'rous valuable, lovely ſteed, 

Which ſhemuch loves and which ſhe calls Frontin. 
With him did more than thirty miles proceed, 

Towards Marſeilles, whither ſhe had deſign - 
In a few days to come: aud did direct, 
I ſhould continue there, her coming to expect. 


I, in imagination, was 0 old, 
I fancy'd, none of fo ſtout heart would be, 

That he would from me take it, when J told, 
That 't was Rinaldo's ſiſter's property 

But vain turn'd out the thought which I did hold; 
For ruffian Saracin ſiez d it from me: 

Nor, tho' he knew to whom belong'd Frontin, 
Would, to reſtore it to me, he incline, 


60, 

All yeſterday, him, and to-day, I pray'd, 

And ſeeing pray'rs and threats all turn'd out vain, 
When many a ſcoff and curſe I'd to him ſaid, 

I left him, where hard by he does remain; 
Where, {word in hand, he needs the utmoſt aid, 

With his own and the horſe's toil and pain, 
Gainſt warriour, who ſo ſmartly him does ply, 
hope, he will avenge my injury, 


x -. 


ORLANDO FURIOSO 25 


61. 
Ruggier, at this diſcourſe, ſtrait, up did ſtand; 
For, he was able ſcarce to hear it thro' : 
Turning to Ricciardet, as favour grand, 
Premium, reward, for what he late did do, 
Adjoining endleſs pray'rs, he did demand, 
Alone, he'd, with the lady, let him go, 
Till ſhe, to find the Pagan, him convey, 


Who from her hands took the brave horſe away. 


. 62. 
And Ricciardet, altho' diſcourteſy 

Too much it ſeem'd, another to admit, 
Emprize to finiſh, which did on him lie, 

To Ruggier's will however did ſubmit. 
And he his farewell took o'th' company, 

And, with Hippalc' to turn, got all things fit, 
Leaving them all, not in — 


Only; but ſpeechleſs at his valour excellent. 


63. 
Soon as Hippalca . had disjoin'd 
Him from the others, ſhe to him expreſs d, 
How ſhe was ſent by her, who on her mind 
His bravery ſo deeply had impreſt: 
And, without feigning more, ſhe all ſubjoin'd, 
Her lady to her going had addreſs d: 
And if before ſhe had ſpoke diffrently, 
It was, by reaſon Ricciardet was by. 


64. | 
She told : he, who the ſteed had from her ta'en, 
Had alſo ſaid to her with vaunting pride, 
Since to Ruggier the horſe does appertain, 
For that, to take it I more free decide : 
Should he have thought, it ever to regain, 
Inform him (for myſelf I'll never hide) 
That I am Rodomont : of whom the might 
Is ſeen, throughout the world, by its own light. 


65. 
Ruggier ſhow'd, in his face, as he did hear, 
ith what reſentment vaſt his heart did flame : 

As well becauſe he Frontin held moſt dear 

As for the place from whence the preſent came : 
As, taking it, did in contempt appear, 

He ſees, diſhonour he'll incur and ſhame, 
If he from Rod'mont ſeize it not, with ſpeed, 
And ſuiting vengeance take, for the miſdeed. 


66, 

The lady guides Ruggier, and does not ſtay, 
Wiſhing to bring him to the Pagan's front : 
And comes, where in two tracts divides the way, 

One to the plain goes down, one to the mount, 
Both of them leading to the valley lay, 

Where ſhe had lately quitted Rodomont : 
Rugged, but ſhort, the road the hill to gain, 
Es much longer was; but, eaſy, plain. . 
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| 67. 
The earneſt wiſh, which did Hippalca guide, 
T'avenge th' affront and Frontin to regain, 
Caus'd, that the track ſhe up the mountain tryd, 
As ſo much ſhorter paſſage to obtain. 
Mean time, by tother, th' Algier king did ride, 
With th' Tartar, as I've ſaid, and all that train, 
And down the plain kept the more eaſy beat, 
So that Ruggier he did not chance to meet. 
68. | 
They for a while their quarrels did poſtpone, 
Till Agramant they ſhould with aid ſupply, 
And had the cauſe, as you've already known, 
Of all their ſtriſes, Dor'lice in company. 


Now hear the ſequel of my ſtory on: 


Unto the fountain their way ſtrait did lie, 


Where Aldigier, Marphiſa, Ricciardet, 


Malagige, Vivian at their eaſe were ſet. 


69. 
Marphiſa, as the company beſought, 
Was drefs'd as woman, and ſuch ornament 
Had ta'en, as the traytor thought 
Gifts proper to Lanfuſa to be ſent : 
And tho! it was but rarely ſhe was caught 
Without good helmet and accoutrement, 


| Shad ta'en them off that day: and, as a maid, 


At their intreaty, was in gown array d. 


o. 

Soon as the Tartar did Marphiſe ſurvey, 

By the belief, ſhe'd eaſily be got, 
In truck for Doralice her to convey, 

To Rodomont, he in his mind 40 plot: 
As if love govern'd in ſo odd a way, 

That change or ſale of miflreſs were the lot 
Of lover, who for grief could have no | 


If when he one had loſt, he other found. 


1. 5 

Therefore a damſel for bim to prepare, 

That, t'other he might to himſelf retain, 
Marphiſe, who ſeem'd to him genteel and fair, 

And woman worthy each knight's love to gain, 
As this than that muſt ſoon prove not leſs dear, 

Her to preſent, he thought does entertain: 
Ang al! the knights, whom with her he eſpys, 
To tilt with him and combat, he defys. 


2. 

Vivian and Malagige, * arms had got, 

As guards and of the others to take care, 
Where they were ſat, mov'd ſudden from the ſpot, 

And for the combat both of them prepare, 
Seeing, to tilt with both of them, they thought ; 

But th' African, for this who came not there, 
No ſort of fignal made, that he would moye, 
So that the tilt *gainſt only one did prove. 
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Vivian is firſt, and with . heart moves on, 
And, in advancing, his groſs ſpear abas'd. 
The Pagan king for acts of proweſs known, 
On Yother fide, preſs d on with. greater haſte : 
Both take their aim and mark the point, whereon, 
They thought, beſt might their eruel ſtrokes be caſt: 
Vivian, in vain, the Pagan's helmet ſmote, | 
So far from falling, he don't cauſe him flinch one jot, 


4. 
The Pagan king, who had a lance more found, . 
Te thield of Vivian made appeat like.ice: . 


And, out his ſaddle, on the verdant ground, 


Caſt him midſl herbs and flow rs in ſtation nice: 
Malagige comes: and to th' emprize does bound, 
Hoping t avenge his brother, in a trice : 
But, in ſuch haſte, to him advancing nigh, 
Stead of revenge, he kept him company. 


The tother brother had A arms ſet right, 
Before his kinſman, and leap'd'on his ſteed : - 
And challenging the Saracin to fight, 
Ruſh'd boldly on, to meet him, at full ſpeed : 
The blow reſounds, an inch beneath the ſight. . 
Smote, midſt the Pagan's helmet poliſhed : 
To heav'n the ſpear flys, in four pieces broke ; . 
But ne'er was mov'd the Pagan at that ſtroke, 


_ 
The Pagan him upon the leſt did ſmite, 
And, as with force too mighty was the blow, 
Small aid his ſhield gave, his cuiraſs, more ſlight, 
As if it bark had been, it ſplit in two: 
The cruel ſteel paſs'd thro” his ſhoulder white, - 
Aldigier wounded totter'd to and fro : 
Thenthrowntwixtherbs and low'rs himſelfdoes view, 
Ruddy his arms, his face of pallid hue. 


With courage vaſt next Riceiardet came on, 
And on his coming lower'd his huge lance, 
Who plainly ſhow'd, as he had oftimes ſhewn, 

He, worthily, was Paladin of France : 

And to the Pagan this he had made known, 

If equal favour he had met from chance; 
But headlong went he, as o'er him his ſteed 
Fell down; but this fact no excuſe did need. 

| g. 
As now no other cavalier Cabs 

To face the Pagan, in the tournament, 

He thought, the lady, by the tilt, h'ad gain'd, 

And ſo up to her, at the fountain, went: 
Then faid : my damſel, you I have obtain'd, 

Since, none to mount the ſaddle does preſent : 
You can't deny, nor herein make excuſe, 


As, by the rule of war, ſuch is the uſe, 8 
78. 


Canto 26. 


79. | 

Marphiſa, raiſing, with a haughty look, 

Her face, ſaid: Strangely eris your ſentiment ; 
I do admit, that you the truth had ſpoke, 

I ſhould be yours, by war's eſtabliſhment, 
If, for my lord or cavalier, I took 

Either of thoſe, whom you to earth have ſent: 
I am not theirs : none but my own I am : 
Then let him take me from myſelf, who me wou 


80. 
I alſo ſhield and lance to manage know, 
And more than ſingle knight to earth have caſt : 
Give me my arms, ſhe ſaid, my war horſe too, 
To her eſquires, who her obey'd in haſte : 
Throws off her gown : does in her doublet go: 
Her features Ee and body aptly plac'd 
Show'd that ſhe might in ev'ry part compare, 
Except her viſage, with the god of war. 


81. 
Soon as ſhe's arm'd, ſhe girded on her blade, 
And with light vault upon her ſteed did get: 
And thrice or more, about made — — 
And on this ſide and that wheel and curvet. 
Then, challenging the P forth convey d 
Her maſly ſpear: then to th” aſſault ſhe ſet: 
Such, in the field, Pentheſilee of Troy 
Doubtleſs appear'd, when ſhe Achilles did annoy. 
82, 
The ſpears to bits, quite to their ferrules, fly, 
As they were glaſs, at this ſuperb attack; 
But yet, br this, their horſes did not ply, 
o be perceiv'd, or ſingle inch give back: 
Marphiſe, who will'd to know for certainty, 
If, in the combat cloſer yet, more ſlack 
— her the fierce Pagan would not ſtand, 
heels herſelf round at him with ſword in hand, 
83. 
The Pagan fierce curs'd S. element 
And heav'n, to ſee, ſhe in her ſaddle ſtay d: 
.She too, who was, to craſh his ſhield, intent, 
No leſs diſdainful *gainſt the heav'ns inveigh'd. 
Each had in hand their drawn, dire inſtrument, 
And on the fated armour pounding lay'd : 
Enchanted armour equally had they, 
Which, neither, e'er, more needed, than that day, 


84. 
"Thoſe coats of mail and breaſt- plates were ſo ſtout, 
There, ſword or lance can't bore or cut its way, 
That they their cruel combat might have fought, 
The preſent and ev'n the ſucceeding day ; 
But Rodomont in hurry twixt em got, 
And reprimands his rival for delay : 
Saying, if battle you to fight incline, 
s finiſh *twixt us that, began of mine. 
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85. 
We made a pact and truce, as to you's known, 
To our own warfare firſt to give our aid : 
Nor ought we therefore, before that is done, 
Suffer new tilt or combat to be made : 
Thence to Marphiſe, reſpectful geſture ſhown, 
He turns and tells her what the courier faid : 
And to her, how he came there, did relate, 


d For Agramant their ſuccour to intreat. 


86. 
Then her requeſts, if pleas'd her; not alone, 
That ſhe'd forbear this combat, or delay; 
But, that ſhe'd to th' aſſiſtance of the ſon 


Of the king Trojan, with them take her way: | 


Whence, with a flight more lofty, her renown 
Might better up to heav'n its ſelf diſplay, 

Than, by a quarrel of fo ſmall a weight, 

A hind'rance, to fo glorious plan, create. 


87. | 

Marphiſa, who had alwa 0 been intent 

To try with thoſe of Charles her ſword and lance, 
Nor, led by any other purpoſe, went, 

From regions, which were ſo remote, to France; 
But to be certain, if ſo eminent 

Renown, they had, were truth or meer romance, 
To go, one of the party, ſoon agreed, 
Knowing, that Agramant ſtood in great need. 
| es: - 
In the mean time, Ruggier, in vain, kept on, 

After Hippalca, by th' road o'er the mount; 
And when he thither got, to him was known, 

By other way thence ſet out Rodomont: 
And thinking, he could not far off be gone, 5 

And that he kept the path ſtrait for the font, 
At full ſpeed trotting, him he did perſue, 
By track upon the way imprinted new. 

5 89. 

He will'd, for Montalban Hiopalca take 

Her route, which was but journey of one day; 
Becauſe, if to the fountain ſhe went back, 

"T would too far lead her out of her ſtrait way: 
And tells her, ſhe no ſort of doubt ſhould make, 

That to himſelf he'd Frontin reconvey : 
He'd cauſe, at Montalban, ſhe need not fear, 


Or yo is ſhe was, ſhe ſoon the news ſhould 
ear. | 


, 90. 
And to her gave the letter, he did write 


In Agriſmont, which h'ad kept in his breaſt, 
And many things by mouth he did endite : 
Beg'd his excuſe might fully be expreſt. 
Hippalca all in mind implanted right, 
er farewel takes, and round her ſteed ſhe preſs'd, 
And the good courier by her ſpeed contriy'd, 
That ſhe to Montalban that night arriv'd, 


E 2 91. 
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91. 
Rageier. in haſte, the Pagan did purſue 
y 


tracks, which did on the ſmooth road appear, 


But did not reach him, till he him did view 
With Mandricard, unto the fountain near : 

They'd promis'd, whilſt their journey they perſue, 
That all unfriendly acts they would forbear, 

Nay, till they to the camp their help convey, 

On which Charles ready was the curb to lay. 


92. 

Ruggier, when got there, his Frontin did know, 
And, as he knew it, knew who it did ride : 

And o'er his lance his ſhoulders he does bow, 
And th' African with haughty voice defy d. 

Rod'mont that day did patient Job outdo, 
As he ſuppreſs'd the fury of his pride : 

And he, who, in each inſtance, ever, us'd 

To ſeek out combats, now the fight refus'd. 


3. 
This was the firſt, as 4 the laſt day, 
The Algier king did e'er refuſe to FAM 3 
But ſo intent he was, aid to convey 
To his own king, that it ſeem'd to him right: 
Had he thought, Ruggier he in's claw could lay, 
More ſure, thanth'hare does leopard ſwift and light, 
He ſo long time with him would not have ay d, 
Till with his ſword a ſtroke or two he made. 


Nay add to this, that —_ Ruggier, he knew, 
Who with him, for Frontin, provok'd this fight : 

So famous, that no Cavalier e'er flew, 

In equal pitch with him to glory's height: 
The man, with whom he wiſh'd to prove, by true 

Experiment, what was in arms his might : 
And yet he'd not, with him, accept th' emprize; | 

Upon his mind, his king beſieg'd, ſo ſtrongly lies. 


| 95. 

Hundreds of miles, nay thouſands he'd have gone, 
To ſeek ſuch fight, did not ſo matters lay 

But he'd, than what you hear, no more have done, 
Had ev'n Achilles challeng'd him that day : 

To ſuch degree, beneath the embers thrown, 
He, o'er his flame of fury, kept the ſway. 

He tells Ruggier, why he the fight denies, 

And even begg'd his help in the emprize. 


96. 

That, this performing, he would aQ as ought 

A knight, who to his lord is faithful friend : 
That, ever, when they off the ſiege had got, 

Their quarrel they'd have time enough to end. 
Ruggier reply'd to him: to me as n' aught 

Appears the caſe, our combat to ſuſpend, 
Till we from Agramant draw Charles's force, 
Provided, you reſtore me firſt my horſe, 


f 
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If, that thou'ſt done * crime, to render plain, 
And act, for brave man, of unworthy ſort, 
Having, my horſe, thus, from a woman, ta'en, 
You will, that I poſtpone, till ware at court, 
Give up Frontin, at my will to remain : 
Nor fancy, otherwiſe, that I'll ſupport, 
That we this fight betwixt us don't perſue, 
Or that I'll make, one ſingle hour, a truce with you. 


. 
While Rugggier of the + demands 
Either Frontin or fight without delay, 
And he, with diſtant put- offs, both withſtands, 
Nor will give up the horſe, nor longer ſtay: 
Mandricard comes, and, on the other — 
Brings on the field another kind of fray: 
As he ſees Ruggier, who for arms did wear 


That bird, which o'er all others rule does bear. 


| 99- 

An eagle white he had, on ſcutcheon blue, 

Which of the Trojans was the enlign fair: 
Becauſe his origin firſt Ruggier drew 

From Hector powerful, he this did wear; 
But this was matter Mandricard ne'er knew, 

And call'd it inj'ry great : nor would he bear, 
That any, on their ſhield, ſhould claim a right, 
To put, of Hector fam'd, the eagle white. 


| 100. 
Mandricard bore that bird, in the like way, 
Which did with Ganymede from Ida flee: 
How he obtain'd it, when he won the day 
At the fort dang'rous, for gratuity, 
And how to him preſented it that fay, 
(I think, thoſe tories you've in memory) 
With all thoſe glorious arms, which Vulcan wrought, 
For preſent to the Trojan hero brought. 


101. 
A former time had been engag'd in fight 
Mandricard and Ruggier, for this alone: 
And by what chance they then did diſunite, 
I'll not relate, as it fo well is known. 
They after on each other ne er did light, 
Till at this hour: and Mandricard now ſoon, 
Seeing the ſhield, exalts his haughty cry, 
And, threat'ning, calls, Ruggier, I thee defy, 
102. he 
Raſh man, my enſign thou preſum'ſ to wear: 
Nor is this the firſt day, I've ſo declar'd: 
And think'ſt thou, fool, that this I till ſhould bear, 
Becauſe before I've to thee ſhown regard? 
But, ſince, advice and threats unable are 
That folly from thy boſom to diſcard, 
I'll ſhow thee, how much better choice thou'dſt made, 
Having my orders ſuddenly obey'd. 
102. 


Canto 26. 
103. 
As, near the fire much heated, wood that's dry, 
To ſudden flame a little blaſt does ſend, 
So into fury's blaze did Ruggier fly, 
At firſt word, he of this did apprehend : 
Thou think'ſt, ſaid he, to force me to comply, 
Becauſe this other does with me contend ; 
But, that I'm able, I'll ſoon to thee ſhew, 
To take Frontin from him and Hector's ſhield from 
you. 
104. 
A former time, I did, for this, prepare, 
In fight, nor is't long ſince, you to have try'd ; 
But, at that time, to kill you did forbear, 
Becauſe you then no ſword had at your ſide : 
This ſhall be done, t' other was warning fair, 
And the white bird to thee ſhall ill betide ; 
That ancient enſign of my family, 
Which I bear juſtly ; but's uſurp'd by thee. 
8 105. 

*Tis you, uſurp my enſign, I maintain, 
Mandricard anſwer'd : and his ſword he drew, 
Which, tis not long time ſince, by his crack d brain, 

Orlando from him to the foreſt threw. 
Good Ruggier, who his turn of mind humane 
Unable was to let eſcape his view, 
Seeing the pagan had his weapon drawn, 
Suffer d his lance to tumble on the lawn. 
206, -: .;; * 
At the ſame time his Baliſard he drew, 
That truſty blade, and firm his ſhield embrac'd. 
The Pagan ſpur'd his ſteed, and twixt them flew, 
And with him buſtled on Marphiſe in haſte : 
And one and t'other both aſunder threw, 

And beg'd them both, their ſtrife might be appeas'd. 
Rodomont vex'd, that twice the contract broke 
Mandricard, which 'twixt them they undertook. 


107. 
Firſt, when Marphiſa to 2 he thought, 
He ſtop'd to prove more than one tournament : 
Now, Ruggier's arms to take away he ſought, 
Show'd, that ſmall care tow'rds Agramant he meant. 
If ſuch way, ſaid he, to proceed we ought, 
Let's end *twixt us our cauſe of diſcontent : 
Tis fitting and by far more juſtly due, 
Than any other, which — now perſue. 
108. 
Such were the terms our truce was founded on, 
And upon this betwixt us we agreed. 
When between us the combat I have done, 
Then I will anſwer him, about the ſteed : 
You, for your ſhield, the quarrel you've begun, 
In life remaining, may, to end, proceed; 
But, I ſuch work ſhall give you, I believe, 
That I for Ruggier ſhall ſmall buſineſs leave. 
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109. ; 
The buſineſs, which you think of, you won't do : 

Mandricard anſwer made to Rodomont : 

And more work, than you wiſh, I'II give to you, 

And I will make you ſweat from foot to front; 
Yet leave enough remaining to beſtow, 

As water fails not, which flows from the font : 
And to Ruggier and thouſands with him join'd, 
And all the world, if me employ inclin'd. 

110. 
Their anger and their words they multiply, 

Now upon one and now on t' other fide : 

With Rod'mont and Ruggier unitedly 

Mandricard furious would the fight have try'd : 
Ruggier unus'd to ſuffer injury, | 

Promoting ſtrife and ſquabble, truce deny'd. 
Marphiſe, to all parts, hurries up and down, 

To make things up; but can't perform ſo much 
alone, 
111. 
As ruſtic hind, if thro' the lofty mound 

The river fteals, and by new tracks has torne, 
Haſtens to ſtop it, that may not be drown'd 

His verdant paſtures and the wiſh'd-for corn : 
He ſhuts this paſs : and that does him confound ; 

For, if he dams this fide from being worn, 

On that, he ſees the humid banks are weak, 

And forth by many a ſtream the waters break. 
112. 

So, mean time Mandricard and fierce Ruggier, 

And Rodomont in helter ſkelter toſs'd, 

That each, than t' other would more ſtout appear, 

And rank ſuperiour to his comrades boaſt, 
Marphiſe, to quiet all, took ceaſeleſs care, 

And toils ; but ſtill her time and labour loſt ; 
For, as ſhe puſhes one, makes one retire, 

She ſees the other two leap forward in their ire. 
113. 
Marphiſa, them to a intent, 

Said, Lords, to my advice, pray, lend an ear : 
Twere wiſe, to put off all your diſcontent, 

Till Agramant ſhall be from danger clear : 

If each ſo eager his own caſe reſent, 

Ev'n I with Mandricard now interfere : 
And I will prove, at laſt, if me to gain, 

By force of arms, he's able, as he did maintain. 


I14. 


If to king Agramant we mult give aid, 


Let's aid him : and be all *twixt us agreed. 
Thro' me ſhall not be hinder'd, Ruggier ſaid, 
Our going on; ſo he reſtore my ſteed: 
Or let him yield my horſe, nor ſhall be made 
More words, or to defence of it proceed: 
Either I'll dead upon this ſpot remain, 
Or to the camp return on my own horſe again, 
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oy 115. 
Rod mont reply'd : what you have laſt expreſs'd, 


Is not to do, as th' other, thing fo flight : 


And fo perſu'd, declaring : I proteſt, 


If on our king any miſhap ſhould light, 
*Tis thro” your fault; for on me it don't reſt, 
That we, in time, do what is juſt and right. 
To this proteſt no regard Ruggier paid ; 
But, by his fury hurry'd, _ his blade, 
Il 


At th' Algier king he, like wild boar, ruſh'd on, 
And 'gainſt him puſh'd. his ſhoulder and his ſhield, 


And him h'ad driv'n, in ſuch diſorder thrown, 


That one foot did to quit the ſtirrop yield. 
Mandricard to him cry'd, Ruggier, poſtpone 
The fight, or with me take the field : 
And the Aſſaſſine cruel, while he ſpoke, 
Upon the helmet gave Ruggier a ſtroke. 


117. 

To his ſteed's neck 8 does ſtrait decline, 

Nor could he riſe, when he would up have got; 
For, other miſchief with the firſt did join, 

From Ulien's ſon, who alſo on him ſmote: 
Cleft to the cheeks had been his helmet fine, 
If not of Admantine temper wrought : 
Ruggier his hands quite open ſpread, thro' pain, 
One hand his ſword, t' other lets drop the rein, 

118. 

Along the plain the horſe does him convey, 

Baliſard on the ground behind him lays. 
Marphiſa, who, in arms, became that day 

His comrade, ſeems with rage of fire to blaze, 
That he, alone, twixt two, was on ſuch lay: 

Of body ſtout, and mind that merits praiſe, 
She drives at Mandricard, and with th' whole might 
She could exert, ſhe him upon the head does ſmite. 


119. 

Rodomont after Ruggier ſprings in haſte: 
Loſt is Frontin, if he to him attain ; 
But, Ricciardet and Vivian join'd ſtood 

And 'twixt Ruggier and th' Pag remain. 
One puſhes Rod'mont and him back es caſt, 

And from Ruggier, by force, does him reſtrain : 
The other (and that Vivian was) his ſword 


7 


Puts into Ruggier's hand, to ſenſe reſtor d. 


120. 
Soon as brave Ruggier came t' his ſenſe again, 
And Vivian to him did his ſword impart, 
T' avenge the wrong he don't long time remain, 
But tow'rds the Algier king does rapid dart: 
So lion, who has on the horns been ta'en 
Of Buffalo, does not perceive the ſmart, 
Inſenſible, him, rage, haſte, fury make, 
His tail he laſhes, ke revenge to take. 


FURNRTIO So. Canto 26. 
121. 
Ruggier the Pagan's head does ceaſeleſs ſmite, 
And, ſtead of this ſword, had he found his own, 
Which, as I faid, at th' op'ning of this fight, 
From out his hand baſe treachery had thrown, 
I truly think, the helmet had prov'd ſlight 
Of Rodomont, to have ſecur'd his crown : 
That helmet, Babel's king caus'd to be made, 
When he the ſtars attempted to invade. 
| 122, 
Diſcord, believing, that there could not be 
Other, than quarrels and contentions here, 
And that ne'er more truce or tranquillity 
Mongſt them, in any ſtation, could appear, 
Said to her ſiſter : with ſecurity, 
Now we may go to ſee our friars dear. 
Let em go on: and ſtay we, where in front 
Ruggier had ſo belabour'd Rodomont. 


123. 
The blow of Ruggier was Z violent, 
It caus'd, upon the crupper of Frontin, 
The helmet hit and that hard tegument, 
With which his back had arm'd the Saracin: 
And, two or three times, he on all ſides went, 
Then, as to fall head foremoſt, did incline : 


And he had, in like manner, loft his blade, 


If to his hand it faſt had not been made. 
I24. 

Marphiſa, in mean time, for Mandricard, 

Had made his forehead, breaſt and viſage ſweat : 
And he had alfo her as little ſpar'd : 

But both their coats of mail were ſo compleat, 
That on all ſides not either could be ſcar'd, 

And they, till now, were in an equal ſtate; 
But in a turn, which haſty made her ſteed, 
Marphiſe had of Ruggier's aſſiſtance need. 


8 125. 
The palfrey of Marphiſe, in turn he made 
Too ſhort, here the moiſt meadow caus'dhim ſlide, 
Stumbled ſuch way, himſelf he could not aid 
From falling all along on his off ſide: 
And as, in haſte, he to riſe up eſſay d, 
By Brigliador, whom did the Pagan ride, 
Not over courteous, croſs- ways he was thruſt 
With ſuch a force, that, a _ fall he muſt. 
: 120. 
Ruggier, who, in ill ſtate, the maid eſpy'd 
aſt on the earth, his help did not delay ; 
As now he leiſure has, ſince ſtupefy'd, 
Far off from him, t' other had ſtrol'd away: 
On th' helmet ſmites the Tartar and divid-* 
ed had that ſtroke his head, as twere a ſpray, 
If Ruggier had, in hand, his Baliſard, 
Or, on head, other helmet Mandricard. 


127. 


Spare me, formidable critic ; nay, rather laugh with me; this being the only time I have been guilty of ſuch an atrocious deed, and 
the only word that could have tempted me to commit it, Save once, on a more important, and J flatter myſelf, meritorious, occa- 
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127. 
The Algier king, whoſe ſenſe mean time grew clear, 

Turns himſelf round, and Riccardet ſurvey'd : 
And calls to mind, that he did interfere, 

Before, what time he gave to Ruggier aid: 

At him he flys and premium moſt ſevere, 

For his good act, was ready to have paid, 
IE, with grand art, new ſort of ſorcery 
Malagige, gainſt him, did not ſoon apply. 

| 128. 

Malagige knew all ſorts of ſorcery, 
| Sk -magician eer did underſtand : 
Tho' now his book wan' t in his cuſtod 

With which he'd cauſe the ſun quite ſteady ſtand: 
Yet conjuration h'ad in memory, 

With which he us'd the devils to command : 
One he ſent into Doralice's horſe, | 
And into ſudden madneſs bim did force. 


129. 
Into the quiet pad, who on his back 
Carry'd the daughter of king Stordilan 
Caus'd enter one of Minos' devils black, 
By one ſole word, the brother of Vivian: 
And he, who erſt his motion dull and ſlack 
Obedient to his maſter's hand did ſcan, 
O'th"ſudden, into air now made his flight, 
What leap! of thirty foot in length, ſixteen in height! 


130. 
Twas a good leap : but not fo ſtrong did prove, 
Out of their ſaddle any one to bear: 
She ſcream'd out, when ſhe to ſuch height did move ; 
For the poor damſel had of death much fear. 
That pad, who needs muſt go, as devil drove, 
After vaſt bound, away with her did tear, 
Who call'd for fuccour, in ſuch mighty haſte, 
Scarce could have reach'd her arrow ſwifteſt caft. 


131. 

Off from the battle burrys Uliet's ſon, .. 

At the firſt ſound by that dear voice expreſt: 
And where the palfrey with wild fury run, 

To help the lady at full ſpeed he preſs'd, 
No leſs than him by Mandricard was done, 

Ruggier, Marphiſe, no more he does moleſt; 
But, without aſking truce or amity, 
He after Rodomont and Doralice does fly. 


132. 

Mean time from ground Marphiſa roſe upright, 
And, flaming all with anger and with wide, 

Thought, but in vain, t exert her vengeful ſpite ; 
For too far from her ſhe her foe eſpy d. 
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Ruggier, who ſees to ſuch end brought the fight, 

oars, more like lion, than as man that ſigh'd. 
They well knew, that, Frontin and Brigliador 
To overtake, their ſteeds had not the pow r. 


"of 133. 
Ruggier will never reſt, till he decide ; 

The point, with th' Algier king, about the ſteed 
Marphiſe, as ſhe the Tartar had not try'd 

Quite to her mind, won't from her wrath recede : 
To ſuffer thus their quarrel to ſubſide, 

Would be too great a fault, they both agreed : 
By joint conſent, they the reſolve embrace, 
Of thoſe who wrong'd them to perſue the trace. 


134. 
Them in the camp o' th' Saracins they'll find, 
If elſewhere with them firſt they cannot meet, 
As they to raiſe the ſiege would go combin'd, | 
Ere France's king their friends ſhould quite defeat. 
Their march directly thither they inclin'd, 
As there to have them ſure they had conceit : 
Ruggier ſo ſudden won't depart from thence, 
Till with his comrades he had conference. 
| 135. 
Ruggier to them — apart 
he brother of his lovely lady ſtood, 
He friendſhip proffer'd him in ev'ry part, 
Whether his fortune evil prov'd or good, 
And him requeſts (and that with niceſt art) 
His ſiſter in his name ſalute he would: 
And this he did with ſo much (kill direct, 
No cauſe he gave him or the others to ſuſpect. 


136. 
And of him, Vivian, Malagigi too, 
And wounded Aldigier, his leave did take : 
They alſo their defire to ſerve him ſhow, 
As ever they'll be debtors for his ſake : 
Marphiſe, for Paris fo intent to go, 
Ther friends forgot her compliments to make; 
But Malagige and V ivian went her route - 
So far, that they at diſtance her ſalute : 
137. 
And Ricciardet too; but A100 ier lay, 
And, gainſt his will, — was to remain. 
Tow'rds Paris the firſt two had bent their way 
And the ſame road thoſe t'other two had ta'en. 
I hope, Sir, in next Canto to diſplay 
Acts marvellous, of more than mortal ſtrain, 
Which of king Charles's troops with ſad defeat 
Theſe four perform'd, of whom to you I treat. 
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CANTO XXVII. 


I. 
T H E female counſels oft we better find 
Off hand, than what from cool reflection flows; 


For, this their gift is of peculiar kind, 


*Mongſt num'rous fort, which heav'n on them 
OWS. | 
But ill turns out what men plan in their mind, 
E'er ſolid reaſons they in aid propoſe, 
Where they han't ſpent, thereon to ruminate, 
Some time, much labour and attention great. 


2. 
It ſeem'd, yet did not prudent counſel prove 


Of Malagige, as I did juſt relate, 
Tho' he his kinſman Richard did remove, 
Thereby, from out of perils the moſt great, 


That, by his pow'r, the evil ſpirit drove 


Rod'mont and Mandricard thence to retreat, 
Not well conſid'ring, that they'd be convey'd 
Where thence the chriſtians would be fore diſmay'd. 


But, if he time had taken 2 reflect, 
We may conceive, he pow'r had, equally, 
With fitting aid his kinſman to 28054. 
And not have done the chriſtians injury: 
He able was the ſpirit to direct, 
Into the Eaſt or to the Weſt to fly, 
And thence the damſel ſo far off to Ks 


In France, of her they no more news might hear, 


4. 

Her lovers then had follow'd her in flight, 

As unto Paris, ſo to any ſpot; 
But this was an unguarded overſight 

In Malagigi, from too little thought: 
And the from heaven baniſh'd evil ſpright, 

Who ever blood and fire and miſchief ſought, 
Took that way, whence heCharles could moſt torment; 
As now his maſter did not him prevent. 


5. 
The nag, that by the devil was poſſeſs d, 
Carry d off Doralice half dead with fear, 


. Whole courſe the river's ſelf could not arreſt ; 


Much legs, foſs, wood, marſh, rock or deſart bare: 
Thourough the French and Engliſh camp he preſs d, 
And other multitudes, who fav'rers were 
O'th' chriſtian banner, nor e' er made a ſtand, 
Till brought unto Granada's king her father's hand. 


6. 
Her Rodomont and Mandricard perſue, 
Their firft day's journey, for a tedious ſpace, 
Who tho' at diſtance vaſt, her ſhoulders view, 
At laſt loſe ſight of her : and by her trace, 


Follow her, as the dog is us'd to do 


That hare or goat accuſtom'd is to chace : 
Nor ſtop'd they, till they to that quarter bear, 
Where, that ſhe's in her father's hands the news they 
hear. 


Look to thy ſelf, Charles 4 at thy back comes on 
Such fury, no eſcape for you I ſee; 
For king Gradaſſo moves, not there alone, 
And Sacripant, to your camp's injury: 
Fortune, to touch thee deep quite to the bone, 
Takes one and th' other light, at once, from thee, 
Of ſtrength and wiſdom, which late with thee liv'd, 
And thou in darkneſs art, of ſight depriv'd. 


8. 
Orlando and Rinaldo *tis I mean ; 
The one, with furiouſly diſtemper'd brain, 
Thro' cold, thro? heat, in ſunſhine or in rain, 
Flys about, naked, over hill and plain ; 
The other, with a mind not much more ſane, 
Himſelf, in greateſt need, has from you ta'en, 
Who, as in Paris he can't Ang'lic find, 
Seeking her footſteps, is from you disjoin'd. 


9. 
A falſe, old, practiſer in ſorcery | 
Made him, as TI at firſt did repreſent, 
Believe, by a fantaſtic fallacy, | 
Angelica with her Orlando went : 
From whence, his heart enflam'd with jealouſy, 
Greater no lover ever underwent, ' 
He comes to Paris : when to court he got, 
For Britain to depart fell to his lot. 


IO. 
Now, the fight done, whence he the fame did ſhare, 


That he king Agramante did empound, 
In Paris he to th* convents did repair, 

And houſes, caſtles all he ſearch'd around: 
If 'twixt the columns not immur'd ſhe were, 

Her the ſo pry'ng lover would have found: 
Seeing nor her there, nor Orland, at laſt, 
To ſeck them both, he goes, in utmoſt haſte. 
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11. 

In Brava or Anglant, he was of mind, 
Orlando was, in mirth and feaſtings, ay : 
And, here and there, he hurry'd, her to find, 

Nor met her, in that place, or on that day : 
To Paris, therefore, he again inclin'd, 
Conceiving, that could not make long delay 
The Paladine, ere he came to that place, 
As, now, his abſence wa'n't without diſgrace, 


12. 
A day or two within the city ſtay d 
Rinald: and as Orlando came not there, 
He now tow'rds Anglant, now tow'rds Brava made, 
Searching, if of him he ſome news could hear : 
He rides, when night comes on or day's diſplay'd, 
In ſcorching noon or in the morn's freſh air : 
And, by the moon's pale glow or ſun's bright ray, 
Hundreds of times, not one alone, he goes that way. 


13. 
But, the old en'my, who did Eve delude, 
Her hand on the forbidden fruit to raiſe, 
Charles, on a day, with eye malignant view'd ; 
As brave Rinald remote from him now ſtays : 
And ſceing, at that time, what havock rude 
To make on th' chriſtians in his power lays, 
What excellence in arms on earth there were, 


Mongſt all the pagans, he conducted there. 


14. 
Tow'rds king Gradaſs and brave king Sacripant 

Become companions, when they did depart 
From the deluſive manſion of Atlant, 

To come to th' ſuccour, he put in their heart, 
Of the beſieged troops of Agramant, 

To Charles the emp'rour ruin to impart: 
And he, along thoſe countries quite unknown, 
Made their road eaſy and them guided on. 


15. 
And on another imp the buſneſs lay'd, 
Rod'mont and Mandricard to bring with haſte 
Along the ſteps whence t'other ſpright convey'd 
Doralice, and with ſpeed advanc'd more fall 
He ſends another, leſt might be delay'd 
Of Ruggier and Marphiſe the proweſs vaſt ; 
But he, who had the laſt two, ſhould contrive, 
"To check the rein and yo with th' others to arrive. 
16. 
Marphiſa and Ruggier that couple bright, 
More than an half hour, later he did lead: 
Seeing that cunningly the evil ſpright, 
A ow to give the chriſtians, had decreed, 
He took fit care, that, for the horſe, their fight 
Should not fall out, his wiſhes to impede, 
Which would be recommenc'd, if there they came, 
With Rod*mont and Ruggier, at point of time the 
ſame. 


Here is a very trivial freedom taken; but it has the ſanctio 
leaſt venial, if even the alteration is pot admitted to be for the better, 
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17. | 

The firſt four at the place 1 join'd, 

Whence they the ſev' ral cantonments could view, 
O'th' force oppreſt, and thoſe who them confin'd, 

And various banners, which the breezes blew. 
They call'd, ſometime, a counſel and each mind 

his one concluſion, from their conſult, drew : 

In ſpite of Charles, they'd their aſſiſtance give 
King Agramant, and him would from the ſiege relieve. 


18. 
Together they unite and take the way 
Thro' that part where the chriſtian tents were lain: 
All the while crying out, Spain! Africa ! 
And, that they pagans were diſcover'd, plain. 
Throughout the camp, arm! arm! they're heard 
to ſay 3 | 
But the ſevere attack they firſt ſuſtain : 
And of the rear-gard a great company 
Scarce are aſlaulted, but they routed fly. 
19. 
The chriſtian army, in a ma thrown, 
Hurry in crouds ; but the caſe do not know : 
Some think, it may be caſual inſult ſhown 
By Swiſs or Gaſcons, us'd ſuch acts to do; 
But, as to moſt the matter is unknown, 
Each nation into ſep'rate tribes does go, 
Some, to the drum's, ſome to the trumpet's ſound : 


The rumour's vaſt and does to heav'n rebound. 


20. 
TH' intrepid emperour arm'd quite compleat, 
Except his head, his Paladins there nigh, 
Demands, what may be of this caſe the ſtate, 
That caus'd his troops thus in diſorder fly: 
And this he ſtops, and that does ſharply threat, 
Many in face and breaſt ſlaſh'd does deſcry, 
Some wounded in their throat or bloody head, 
Others, their hands or arms diſſever'd, fled. 


21. | 
More forward goes, and there he numbers found 
Laying on earth, rather vermilion lake, 
In their own blood, in horrid manner, drown'd, 
* Phyſician-nc'er need them more viſit make: 


And from their buſts ſees heads caſt to the ground 


And legs and arms: the ſight would cauſe one ſhake 
And from the foremoſt lodgment to the laſt, - 
Finds with dead bodies ev'ry place o'ercaſt, 


22. 
Where'er advances this ſmall company, 
Worthy eternally to ſhare renown, 
In a long train thoſe direful-tokens lie, 
Which to the world for ever will be known. 
The cruel carnage Charles does cloſely eye, 
Into diſdain, reſentment, wonder thrown : 
As he, who's damag'd by the light'ning's blaſt, 
uy his houſe ſearches by what tracks it paſs'd, 


23 


n of the original in ſo many places, that it is hoped the er me is at 
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23. 
Scarce at the outworks was as yet ſupply d 
The king of Afric with this primal aid; 
But, with Marphiſa, on the other ſide, 
Himſelf the valiant Ruggier there convey'd. 
Soon as had once or twice about them ey'd 
This noble couple and had well ſurvey'd, 
Which might be ſhorteſt way, help to ſupply 
To the beſieged king, they rapid fly. 
2 


© 
As when to ſpring a mine the fire they ſet 
Of ſooty duſt to the continu'd train 
The blaze licentious burns and on does get, 
One's eye can ſcarce an equal pace maintain : 
And, as we hear the craſh, when overſet 
Is maſly fort, or wall is burſt in twain, 
In ſuch way Ruggier and Marphiſe appear'd, 
And ſuch way, in the fight, their force was heard. 
25. 
Forward and croſs to 4 — the heads in two, 
And cut the arms and ſhqulders, they prepare, 
Of the croud, who in motion were too flow 
To get off and the path before them clear ; 
Whoe'er has ſeen the track where tempeſts blow, 
Which one part of the vales or mountains tear, 
And leave the other, well may repreſent, 
The courſe thoſe warriours, mongſt the wretches, 
went. . 
2 


Many, who from the rage of Rod'mont flew, 
And from thoſe others foremoſt, off did get, 
Thank'd heav'n, who them fo kindly did endue 
With legs ſo light, and expeditious feet, 
Now themſelves mock'd, in breaſt and forehead view, 
Soon as Marphiſa and Ruggier they meet. 
Thus, mortal, whether he remain or fly, 
Cannot oppoſe appointed deſtiny. 
2 


7. 
Who ſhuns one danger, other meets in flight, 
And with his fleſh and bones, pays forfeit dear: 
So, with her young, in the dog's jaws does light 
The tim'rous fox, hoping them off to bear, 
When from her ancient den her does affright 
The hind, who num'rous crimes lays to her ſhare : 
And with the ſmoke and ſulphur her does chace 
Cunningly out of her wel 1 place. 
28. 
Into the ramparts of the Saracin 
Marphiſa and Ruggier ſecurely. went: 
Here ev'ry one of them, with eyes ſupine, 
Thank heaven, for fo fortunate event: 


No more they now dread any Paladin, 


The meaneſt P now would challenge Cent: 
And *tis concluded, that they inſtantly 
Should ſally forth, the field with blood to die. 
1 
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29. 
Horns, clarions, cymbals of the Mooriſh kind. 
Fill all the heav'ns with formidable ſound, 
In the air tremble from the breezy wind 
Are ſeen the flags and banners all around. 
On t' other ſide Charles's commanders join'd 
The Germans and the Britons moſt renowg'd 
With thoſe of England, France and Italy, 
Then in a bloody war they mingle, furiouſly, 


o. 

The proweſs terrible of Me, 

Of Mandricard the fury beyond bound, 
That of Ruggier of valour very font, 

Of king Gradaſs through the world ſo renown'd, 
And of Marphiſa the intrepid front, 

Circaſſia's king to none inferiour found, 
Caus'd, on St. Tohn, and on St. Denis cry, 

The king of France, and back to Paris fly. 

31. 

Of all thoſe knights th* unconquer'd bravery, 

The aCtions wonderful Marphiſe did do, 
Were of a ſort and manner, Sir, too high, 

For one to form in mind, much leſs to ſhow : 
Thence, you may think, what numbers there muſt 

dye > 

Hom that day, and what a cruel blow 
Charles muſt ſuſtain : and likewiſe to them add 
Many Moors famous Ferrau with him had. 


32. 
Many, i' th' Sein, thro? hurry, drowned were, 

The bridge ſuch numbers vaſt could not contain; 
All wiſh'd they Icarus's wings did ſhare, 

As death, before, behind them, was ſo plain. 
Except Vienna's Marquiſs and Ugier, 

Every Paladin was pris'ner ta'n, 
Olivier wounded, his retreat had made, 
In his right ſhoulder, Ugier with a fractur'd head, 


33- 
And if, as Rinald and Orland were gone, 


Brand'mart his part had acted in this play, 
Charles, out of Paris driven, muſt have flown, 

If from the flames he could have got away : 
All in his power Brandimart had done, 

Unable more, gave to their fury way. 
Thus Agramant does fortune's ſmiles obtain, 


Who on king Charles now lays the fiege again, 


4. 
The cries and plaints of widows deſolate, 
Of orphan children, aged, in deſpair, 
To the ſerene eternal, wherein ſate : 
Michael, now mounted thro? the turbid air: 
And caus'd him ſee the faithful, at ſuch rate, 
Become the prey of wolves, the raven's ſhare, 
Of France, of England, and of Allemain, 
Whoſe bodies cover'd all the bloody plain. 


35 
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35. 
The angel bleſt with bluſh his viſage dy'd, 
Seeming to him, that he had ill obey d 
His maker: and, that him deceiv'd had, cry d, 
That ſame perfidious Diſcord and betray d 
To light up ſtrifes, the Pagans to divide, 
And ill perform'd, were the commands he lay d; 
Rather quite contrary to his intent 
She all had done, as ſeen n in th' event. 
36. 
As faithful ſervant, who's of love ſincere, 
But treach'rous mem'ry, who does recollect, 
Something, which, than his life and foul, more dear 
He ought to hold, he mindleſs did neglect, 
Studies, in haſte, his errour to repair, 
Eager his Lord him may not firſt detect; 
So th' angel up to heaven would not riſe, 
Till he his bounden duty ſatisfys. 


- 


37. | 
Unto the monaſtry, where late he met 

Diſcord, with pinions well directed flew, 
And in the chapter-houſe he found her ſet, 

Of officers at an election new, 
She took delight to ſee how in their fret 

The maſs-books at each head the friars threw. 
His hand the angel clench'd within her Jocks, 
And ceaſeleſs gave her * kicks and knocks. 


After, the handle of a -_ he broke 

About her arms, about her back, her head : 
The wretch roar'd loud and mercy did invoke, 

And at the angel's knees petitioned : 
Michael continues his repeated ftroke, 

Till to the king of Afric's camp ſhe fled : 


Then fays : expect that you'll worſe treated be, 
If you out of this camp again I ſee. 


As now of diſcord were 10 ſorely broke 
The arms and back, ſhe was in deadly fear, 
Another time, that ſhe beneath ſuch ſtroke 
Immenſe might fall and fury ſo ſevere : 
She runs and haſtily her bellows took, 
And to the lighted fires brought feuel near, 
And, lighting others up, contriv'd to raiſe, 
In many hearts, of ire a mighty blaze. 
40. | 
And Rodomont, Ruggier, and Mandricard 
She fo inflam'd, ſhe makes all haſte away 
Now to the Moor: ſo that don't preſs ſo hard 
On Charles the foe ; rather have vantage they: 
Their differences each to him declar'd, | 
And the ſource whence they ſprung before him lay: 
To the king's judgment then themſelves ſubmit, 
Which, fi, to take the field, he ſhould think fit. 


* This is in conformity to the original, where the length of the names 
ther could the copy, This kind of difficulty has, on the ſame account, 
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41. 

Marphiſa alſo does declare her cafe, 

And that her fight ſhe'll end, ſhe does proteſi, 
Commenc'd with th' Tartar, for that, as ſhe was 

Provok'd ſuch way by him, ſhe hither preſs'd: 
Nor would to any ſingle one give place, 

Nor ev'n one hour, much leſs a day would reſt; 
But, to be firſt, exerts her utmoſt might, 
Who may demand the Tartar to the fight. 


42. 
Rod'mont his firſt turn will not have delay'd, 
The emprize with his rival now to end, 
Which he, to give the Afric army aid, 
Did late break off, and ev'n till now ſuſpend. 
Ruggier to all the camp his ſpeech diſplay d, 
nd ſays, to bear does him too much offend, 
That Rodomont ſhould ſtill detain his ſteed. 
And with him, firſt, not to the fight proceed. 


9 
The Tartar comes, the Sa more to confuſe, 
And to Ruggier by all means does deny, 
That the white eagle he as arms ſhould 11 
And into furious rage ſo wild does fly, 
He would, if t' other ſhould not it refuſe, 
At the ſame bout all the three quarrels try: 
Nor would the others herein more have fail'd, 


If to obtain the king's conſent they had prevail d. 


44. 
King Agramant, with pray'rs and counſel kind, 
Did all he could, to peace they might be got: 
And when at laſt he all perverſe does find, 
Alike to peace or truce conſented not, 
He thinks, at leaſt ſo to compoſe each mind, 
The field, one after t' other, to allot : 
And, that beſt method *twas, at laſt he ſaw, _. 
That, for the field, each one his chance ſhould draw. 


| 45. 

* Caus'd them four 4 one Mandricard 
And Rodomont contain d, together wrote: 

In t other was — and Mandricard: 
Rodomont and Ruggier t' other had got: 

T' other Marphiſa ſaid and — - 
Then, for th' unſtable goddeſs to allot 

Caus'd them be drawn: the firſt the Lord was ſtout 

Of Sarza, who with Mandricard came out. 


Mandricard and Ruggier next lot obtain : 
In the third Rodomont was and Ruggier: 

Mandricard and Marphiſe undrawn remain, 
On which the lady did diſturb'd appear : 

Nor does Ruggier, than her, more pleaſure gain; 
He knows, the firſt two of ſuch proweſs were, 
They'd end the conteſt *twixt them in ſuch guiſe, 

Nothing they'd leave for him or for Marphiſe. 


admitted no other rhimes to be attempted, conſequently nei- 
frequently ariſen, which: is recommended to the reader's obſerva- 


on ; in caſe an unavoidable ſimilitude of rhimes ſhould here and there fall out, in regard to the firſt tranſlation, which has been as in- 


auſtriouſly declined as was poſſible, 
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; 47. 
Not diſtant far from Paris, ſpot does lay, 
A mile or little leſs is its extent, 
A lofty bank ſurrounds it ev'ry way, 
As if for a rich theatre *twere meant: 
A caſtle once ſtood here, the fabric gay 
All by the fire and ſword to ruin went: 
Such fort of place upon the road does ſhow, 
What time to Borgo you from Parma go. 


” 


| 48. 
The lifts conſtructed were upon this ſite, 
With little ſtakes of wood all round incluſe, 
In ſquare exact, form'd, for ſuch purpoſe, right, 
With two capacious gates, as is the ule. 
The * was come, when the king will'd ſhould 
ght 
The cavaliers, who ſcorn'd to form excuſe: 
Near to the barriers, upon either ſide, 
Againſt the paliſades the tents were ty' d, 


49. 
In the pavilion fronting to the weſt, 
The Algier king, limb'd like a giant ſtood, 
Him with his ſkin of ſcaly ſerpent dreſs'd 
Sacripant, and Ferrau that warriour good. 
Gradaſs and Falſiron knight hardieſt 
Were on the other ſide, which eaſtward view'd, 
With their own hands, in arms, once Trojan wore, 
They dreſs of the king Agrican the ſucceſſor. 
50. 
Upon his ſpacious judgment ſeat, ſublime 
Sat Afric's king : the Spaniard to him near : 
Then Stordilan and thoſe in rank the prime, 
Whom th' army of the Saracins revere. 
Happy, who can to hills or ſummits climb 
Of trees, above the plain himſelf to rear. 
Vaſt is the preſs and crouds, on ev'ry fide, 
Around the fence row], like the flowing tide. 


I. 

With the Caſtilian queen - her throne 

Were queens, princeſſes, ladies of high fame, 
Of Sevil, of Granada, Arragon, 

From the Atlantic pillars quite they came : 
Stordilan's daughter ſeated there was one, 

Whoſe veſtment rich two ſorts of cloth did frame, 
Of ill-dy'd ſcarlet one, one green was made, 
The former pale, as thence the tincts did fade, 


2. 
In dreſs ſuccinct Marphif? was array'd, 
Such as well ſuited female warriour's wear, 
'Thermodoon ſuch way perhaps ſurvey'd 
Hippolita, whoſe troop ſo veſted are. | 
Now, with the ſhield, which the device diſplay d 
Of Agramant, does on the held appear 
The herald, to forbid, the law to lay, 
By word or deed, none meddle in the fray, 
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53. 
Eagerly the thick croud expect the fight, 
And oft, on the delay, their blame is thrown, 


Ot one and now of t' other famous knight: 


When roſe from Mandricard's pavilion 
A rumour loud, which grew ſtill to more height. 
Now know, Sir, that the monarch of renown 
Of Serican and the Tartarian ſtout 
Made all that noiſe, was heard and horrid rout. 


54+ 

Serican's king having the arms apply'd 

With his own hands tojth' Tartar king all o'er, 
When he advanc'd to gird upon his fide 

The lofty ſword, which, late, Orlando wore, 
Grav'd on the pommel, Durindan he ſpy'd, 

The coat of arms too, which once / i Rue bore, 
Which from that wretch had taken, at a font, 
Orlando, then a youth, in Aſpramont. 


55. 

He certain is, as ſoon as it he view'd, 

That famous one 'twas of the Lord Anglant, 
Which he, with grandeſt, faireſt fleet, perſu'd, 

That ever yet ſet ſail from the Levant, 
And of Caſtiglia had the realm ſubdu'd, 

And few years fince o'er France did conqueſt 

vaunt, 

But, by what chance, in no ſort underſtands, 
Mandricard now had got it in his hands, 


56, 
And asks, by force or pact, if he did gain 
'This from the Count : the time and place recite, 
And Mandricard faid, that he did maintain, 
For it, againſt Orland, a tedious fight: 


And that therefore himſelf he mad did ſeign- 


Hoping thereby he could diſguiſe his fright ; 


For he with me muſt ceaſeleſs war have made, 


In his poſſeſſion whilſt he kept that blade. 


57. 
And ſaid ; the beaver he fra imitate, 
Who does himſelf o'th* genitals deprive, 
Seeing the hunter cloſe upon his beat, 
Knowing, for that, he after him does drive. 
Gradaſs, ere hearing all he would relate, 
Says, nor to you or other it I'll give, 
Which me, ſo many men, ſuch pains, ſuch gold 
Has coſt, tis juſt I for mine own it ſtill ſhould hold. 
8. 
Seek to ſupply yourſelf with other blade ; 
For, this Ill have: nor let it ſtrange appear: 
Whether Orland be in his ſenſe or mad, 
Where'er I lit on't, it I meant to wear: 
You've-ſeiz'd it fomewhere, on the highway Iay'd, 
Without juſt proof ; for proof I now declare : 
My ſcimitar my arguments ſhall ſpeak, 
And in the barrier let's our trial make, 


59. 
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Get yourſelf ready firſt hg to obtain 
Ere it you againſt_Rodomont apply: 
The ancient uſage is, firſt arms to gain, 
Ere knight, to combat, other does defy. 
To ſound more ſweet my ear can not attain, 
Replys the Tartar, rais'd his viſage high, 
Than when of battle is the argument ; 
But you muſt firſt get 7 A conſent. 


0. 

Contrive, that yours be firſt, and that may take 
The Sarzan king the ſecond bout to try : 
And, that I'm ready, you no doubt need make, 

To you and ev'ry other to reply. 
Ruggier cry d out, I won't permit ye break 
The rad, nor more confuſe our lottery : 
Or firſt let Rodomont aſcend the field, 
Or, after mine to be, his * yield. 
1. 
If of Gradaſs has . the argument, 
Ere we make uſe of arms, they ſhould be got, 
The white-wing'd eagle, which is my atch' ment, 
Before you uſe, you to diſarm me ought; 
But, as already I gave my conſent, 
I won't appeal againſt my proper vote: 
Then let the ſecond combat mine remain, 
As, to the Algier king the firſt does appertain. 
| 62 


If you the rank diſturb in one degree, 
I will diſturb it alſo totally: 
My ſhield I mean not ſhall be worne by thee, 
f with me now you don't the combat try. 
Were even Mars himſelf either of ye, 
Mandricard anſwers, then in anger high, 
Not one or t other of ye could refuſe 
Me, this brave ſword, theſe noble arms to uſe. 
63. 
And, by his choler urg'd he forward ſhot, 
With his clench'd fiſt, up to the Serican, 
And his right hand in ſuch a way he ſmote, 
He him compell'd to let go "kr ng 
Gradaſs, who, that he'd * ſo raſh, ne'er thought, 
Of ſuch fool-hardineſs, and ſo inſane, 
Was taken unaware, ſtanding at bay, 
And finds, from him, the _ blade is ta'en away. 


* 
Inſulted thus, with ſhame he glows and ire, 


And ſeem'd as if flames flaſh'd from forth his face: 


And more the caſe afflicts, torments him high'r, 
As to him happ'ning in ſo public place: 
Eager revenge ta take, he does retire, 
o draw his ſcimitar, ſome little ſpace, 
Mandricard in himſelf does fo confide, 
That Ruggier too for combat he defy'd, 
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65. 
Come, both of ye together, to my face, 
And come, to make a third, now Rodomont, 
Africa, Spain, and all the human race ; 
For I'm prepar'd till to oppoſe my front: 
Thus ſpeaking, he, who fear deems crime moſt baſe, 
Around him wheels the weapon of Almont, 
Haughty and fierce the ſhield he does embrace 
Againſt brave Ruggier and againſt Gradaſs. 
66. 
Gradaſs ſaid, let the buſineſs on me lie, 
The madneſs of this man to ſet to right : 
By heav'n, ſaid Ruggier, that I thee deny; 
For, it is fitting, this ſhould be my fight: 
Go back, you; you go back, inceſſant cry, 
Not one ſtep moving either from their lite : 
And fall together in a fight of three, 
That an odd kind of ſport was like to be: 


67. 
If many perſons did not interpoſe 
To calm that rage; who'd no great wiſdom ſhown; 


For, at their coſt, they learnt, tis dear to thoſe, 


Who others ſave from danger, by their own : 
Nor the whole world could ever them compoſe, 
If, with the king of Spain, came not the fon 
Of famous Trojan : ſoon as him they view, 
Profound reſpect and reverence all ſhew. 
68 


Agramant caus'd the cafe be open lay'd 
Of this new ſtrife, which did fo high advance: 

Then, to diſpoſe, his utmoſt pow'r eflay d, 
That, for that ſingle day's continuance, 

To Mandricard of Hector fam'd the blade 
Gradaſſo would admit, in complaiſance: 

Till the ſharp controverſy he conclude, 

Which he now againſt 5 perſu'd. 


* While, to appeaſe * ſtudies Agramant, 
And, now, with this, now, with that, reaſon tries, 
From out the other tent, twixt Sacripant | 
And Rod'mont, noiſe of other ſtrife does riſe. 
Circaſſia's king, as I did late deſcant, 
To Rodomont the part of ſquire ſupplies, 
And he and Ferrau him had dreſs'd all o'er 
With th' arms of Nimrod his progenitor. 


o. 
And, where the ſteed — then advanc'd they were, 
Who his rich rein ſtill champing frothy made: 

I mean the brave Frontin, for whom Ruggier 

Wrathful, diſdzinful more than ever, ſtay'd. 
Sacripant, who's to fit ſuch cavalier 

Out for the combat, curiouſly ſurvey'd 
If nicely ſhod, well furniſh'd, in each part, 
The horſe might be, by rule of ſtricteſt art. 


77. 


®* Whoever conſiders the difficulty of obtaining rhimes in our language, will be perhaps leſs ſurprized than I was, in ſeeing in this and 
other places, I had involuntarily fallen into ſome reſemblance of what I endeavoured to avoid; but was afterwards unalterable. 
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71. 

And coming more minutely him to view, 

His marks, his geſture, limbs well turn'd for ſpeed, 
Beyond all fort of doubt, he clearly knew, 

This was his Frontalatt, his very ſteed 
For whom he once had ſuch affection true, 

For whom he thouſand times had combated : 
And once when taken from him, he inclin'd 
Ever to go on foot, he ſo repin'd. 


| 72, 
Brunel! before Albracca it had ta'en 
From under him, upon the yery day, 


When he by theft Angelic's ring did gain, 


Took Orland's Baliſard and horn away, 

And from Marphiſe her ſword : this, when again 
He from his journey turn'd to Africa, 

With Baliſard, to Ruggier did preſent, 

Which by the name of Frontin after went. 


. 
Soon as he knew, he ſafely might proceed, 
To th' Algier king, Circaſha's, turn'd, did ſay: 


I'd have you know, Sir, that this is my ſteed, 


Once at Albracca from me ſtol'n away: 
I have good evidence to prove the deed, 

But, as they from us too far diſtant lay, 
Iwill ſupport, ſhould any it deny, 
With arms in hand, my words are verity. 


”= 


| 4. 
I'm well content, for the ſociety, 


Which *twixt us, theſe few days, we've carry'd on, 
For you, this day, the fteed, as loan, ſhould be, 

As, without him, I ſee, nought can be done; 
But, with this pact, that *tis my property, 

And, that *tis lent by me, Pi have you own : 
Conceive not him to have by other right, 
If previouſly you with me do not fight. 


75+ 
Rod'mont, than whom, perſon of greater pride 


Never yet had of war the total trade, | 
To whom, as to his ſtrength and courage try'd, 

I think, himſelf ne'er ancient equal made, 
Sacripant, any one, who durſt, reply'd, 

Except yourſelf, to me ſuch words have ſaid, 
To his own ſorrow, quickly ſhould have ſeen, 
To be born dumb had happy'r for him been. 

| | 6. 
But, as thou'ſt ſaid, for & ſociety, 

Betwixt us, lately, we havecarry'd on, 
I am content t' have ſuch reſpect for thee, 

T' admoniſh thee, ſuch emprize to poſtpone, 
Till of this combat thou th' effect may'f ſee, 

Twixt me and th' Tartar to be lighted ſoon ; 
Where, I'll ſuch ſample ſhow, no doubt I make, 
Thov'lt ſay, returning thanks, the ſteed, pray, take. 
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Inſolence is thy ſort of . : 
Said the Circaſſian raging with diſdain ; 
But now I clearly fay, more openly ; 
The ſteed to have, no fancy entertain: 
From thee I'll it defend, as long as I 
This my avenging ſword in hand ſuſtain : 
Nay, will employ, gainſt thee, my teeth and nails, 
If, to defend it, other _ fails. 
From words they up to figher conteſt went 
To roaring out, to threat'nings and to fight, 
Which quicker blaz'd, thro' anger violent, 
Than by the fire dry ſtraw did ever light: 
Rod'mont had hel met, each accoutrement, 
Of armour Sacripant diveſted quire, 
But ſeem'd to work ſo well, defence he made 
His body wholly cov'ring with his blade. 


The puiſſance was not 1 baren 

Of Rodomont, altho' *twas infinite, 
More, than the forecaſt and dexterity, 

Which aided Sacripant with utmoſt might : 
The wheel ne'er turns with more velocity 

The upper grindſtone, whence is corn * attrite, 
Than Sacripant his hand or foot work'd round, 
This fide or that, wherever need he found. 

80. | 

But Ferrau, Serpentin, of courage rare 

Drawing their ſwords, ſwiftly amidſt them bore, 
Follow'd by king Grandonio, Iſolier, 

And other lords the ſubjects of the Moor. 
Theſe were the noiſes, which as they did hear, 

From out of the pavillion juſt before, 
To reconcile them, thither came in vain 
The Tartar, Ruggier _ the Serican. 

I 


One came, who brought king Agramant the news, 
Which he as certain told, that, for a ſteed, 

Now Sacripant with Rodomont perſues 
A fierce aſſault, to which they now proceed. 


| The king, whom ſuch vaſt diſcords did confuſe, 


Said to Marſilius: do you here take heed, 
That *twixt theſe warriours nothing worſe betide, 
Whilſt I *gainſt other — provide. 

2. 
As Rod' mont does the king, his ſov'reign ſee, 

He curbs his pride and back a ſtep does go: 
Circaſſia's king, not leſs civility, I 

At Agramant's approach, retires, to ſhow : 
He asks, what of ſuch wrath the cauſe might be, 

With royal air, and ſpeech ſedate and low : 
And trys, ſoon as he all does comprehend, 

To reconcile them; but all to no end. 


* Indulge me with excuſe for now and then uſing an uncommon word, for rhime-ſake, - However, permit me to ſay, thoſe acquainted 


with the original; well know it is a freedom 


therein authorized. And we know, in fo long a work, a particular word, phraſe or dialect, 


not improperly or too frequently ax plied, makes a variety and ſcmetimes gives a dignity, Indeed this has the ſanction of Milton, and from. 
him of Mr, Johnſon, Suffice this for all other inſtances, which have been attentively guarded againſt being too numerous. 


Canto 27. 


83. 
King Sacripant his ſteed will not admit 
Wich th' king of Algiers longer to remain, 
If he, in words, would not ſo far ſubmit 
To ask and it by way of loan obtain. 
Rod' mont, as uſual, in a haughty fit, ; 
Reply'd, nor you, nor heav'n ſhall me conſtrain, 
* That I, for thing, which I by force can take, 
To other an acknowledgment thould make. 


4. 
The king ask'd the Circaſſian by what right 

He had the ſteed, and how from him twas ta'en : 
And by degrees he all ſet in clear light, 

Bluſhing all o'er, whilſt he did this explain, 
When he relates, how thief, by cunning ſlight _ 

Did, o'er him in deep thought, advantage gain, 
Who on four ſpears his ſaddle propt did ſet, 
And, from beneath, his _ horſe did get. 


5. 
Marphiſe, who with the reſt came, at the cry, 
On hearing what, of the ſtol'n horſe, they ſay, 
Seem'd troubled, as ſhe'd now in memory, 
That ſhe her ſword had loft, that very day : 
And that ſame ſteed, which ſeem'd with wings to fly, 
Again ſhe knows, which from her got away : 
She brave king Sacripant remembers too, 
Whoſe perſon ſhe —_ no means knew. 
6. 
The others round there, who, his vauntery 
Brunello make of this, did often hear, 
Tow'rds him began to turn about each eye, 
And, that he was the man, give tokens clear, 
Marpbiſe, ſuſpeCting, to learn certainly, 
Asks one and t' other, who to her ſtood near, 
Until ſhe had a full diſcov'ry made, | 
That *twas Brunel, 1 her ſtole her blade. 


And knew, for theft, whence his reward to gain, 

T was fit a halter ſtout his neck ſhould bind, 
King Agtamant the whole Tangiers domain, 

By a new precedent, to him affign'd : 
Marphiſe her ancient wrath reſumes again, 

And her revenge to take, juſt now, defign'd; 
And puniſh the affronts and wrongs receiv'd, 
Upon the road ſo of her _ depriv'd. 

8 


Her helmet, on her, caus'd her ſquire to bind, 

For ſhe was dreſt in all her arms beſide 
Without her coat of mail, I do not find, 

She ten times in her life was e er eſpy'd, 
From that day, when to cuſtom ſhe inclin'd 

For her brave ſelf ſuch ſafety to provide. 
Her helmet on, ſhe went, where mongſt the prime 
Brunell was ſeated on the bench ſublime. 


* This conciſely touched character brin 
and men, 
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89. 
At coming up, faſt hold of him ſhe lays 
Midſt of his breaſt, and hoiſts him up in air, 
As, with his talons crook'd, is us'd to raiſe 
The rav' nous eagle chick he means to tear: 
And, ſuch way, thither, where commenc'd the frays, 
Before king Trojan's ſon, ſhe him does bear ; 
Brunell himſelf in ſuch bad hands eſpys, 
Ceaſeleſs laments and loud for mercy cries. 


*Bove all the buſtle, wi and uproar dread, 
With which the field was fill'd near equally, 

Brunell, who pity, now, now, ask'd for aid, 
As he came on, caus'd to be heard his cry, 

So that the ſound, his lamentations made, 
Caus'd all around the people thither fly. 

In preſence now of Afric's king, Marphiſe, 

With haughty look, addreſs'd him in this guiſe, 


t. 
This thief, your vaſſal Fre in mind decreed, 

To hang up by the neck, with my own. hand: 
For that upon the very * his ſtee 

He took from him, he ſtole from me my brand; 
But. if there's any ſay, I wrong proceed, 

To ſpeak ſuch word, let him before me ſtand, 
For, in your preſence, I'll ſupport, in fight, 
That he's a lyar, and I do what's right. 

2, 
But, as perhaps ſome Tu might on me lay, 

That, *midſt ſo many ftrifes, I this intend, 


While theſe molt fam'd in arms, each diff rent fray, 


Are interrupted all, till thev ſhall end, 
Three days the hanging him I will delay, 

Till ſome, tow'rds his aſſiſtance come or ſend ; 
For, after, if none come me to prohibit, 


Il thouſand þ birds regale upon his gibbet. 


9 
At tow'r, which near three 3 from hence does lay 
In front of yonder little grove's retreat, 
Without more company, I mean to ſtay, 
Than with one female ſervant, one valet: 
If any dares to come and take awa 
This thief, there let him come: Pl for him wait: 
Thus faid ſhe: and, to go there ſuddenly 
Took to her road, nor tarry'd for reply. 


Before her on her "HOY. 4” does throw _ 
Brunell, faſt holding him till by the hair: 

The wretch roars out, ſuff ring ſuch pain and woe, 
Calling thoſe names, whoſe help he us'd to ſhare, 

Theſe matters intricate embarraſs'd ſo | 

Agramant, he can't fee how them to clear: 
And far more grating to him does appear 
The way, Brunell Marphiſa off does bear. 


gs the figure forward finely ; fo that we ſee the tyrant's ſentiments of his duty towards gods 


+ The meniment of theſe birds, though I ſuſpe& them not to be ſinging ones, expreſt in the original, ſeems to admit ſome kind 


of merriment in the rhimes of the copy. 
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95 
Not that he bore him love or priz'd him aught, 


Canto 27, 


100. 
Hereupon Diſcord laugh'd, as ſhe were mad ; 
No more ſhe fears they peace or truce can gain, 


o + + 2 — - - 
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* Rather, for many days, he him did hate, 
| And oft, of hanging him, himſelf had thought, 


Since of the ring the loſs unfortunate; 
But this act ſeem'd againſt his honour wrought, 
Whence on his face glow'd bluſh immodetate : 
In haſte, in perſon, after her he'd make, 
And, to his utmoſt * vengeance take. 
| 3 : 
But, king Sobrin here preſent, on this caſe, 
D iſſuades him much this emprize not to try: 
Saying to him, that it ill ſuiting was 
TH' exalted ſtation of his majeſty, 
Thoꝰ of his proving conquerour he has 
The firmeſt hope, nay even certainty ; 


More to his blame, than honour 'twou'd be ſaid, 


T hat, with much toil, he'd overcome a maid. 


Small was the honour, 4 danger great, 
In ev'ry fight, with her he'd undertake : 
And, as his beſt advice, does him intreat, 
That to the gallows he'd Brunel! forſake : 
And if he thought, one brow to elevate 
Would, from the halter, him, ſuffice to take, 
He ſhould not raiſe it, ſo not to diſpute, 
Any what juſtice is ſhould execute, 


| 98. 
You may ſend one, Marphiſa to intreat, 
He ſaid, ſhe'd let you in this caſe decide, 
With promiſe, that you'll cauſe this ſorry cheat 
The halter have and ſhe be ſatisfy d: 
And ev'n tho! ſhe refuſe ſtill obſtinate 
Leave him to her, be her will gratify'd ; 


So ſhe from you withdraw not her relief, 


Let her hang up Brunell and ev'ry thief. 


9. 
King Agramant moſt readily eed | 
With the wiſe judgment of Sobrin diſcreet ; 
And let Marphiſa go : nor did proceed 
Nor ſuffer d others rudely her to treat; 
And, to petition her, prohibited, 


Submitting, heav'n knows with what courage 


reat, | 
Thoſe greater ſtrifes, that he * quiet make, 
And from his camp ſuch vaſt diſturbance take. 


All fides the piazza wild about does gad, 
Nor thro' her rapture can herfelſ contain: 

Pride with her dances frolickſome and glad, 
And wood and fuel to the fires does train 

Then bellow'd fo, that to the heavens high 


She ſent to Michael ſigns of victory. 


101. 
Paris then trembled, mud the Sein embrown'd, 
At the dire voice, at the ſo horrid roar, 
The ſhock does to Ardenna's woods reſound, 
That the wild beaſts their caverns all forbore, 
The Alps, Gabenna's mount the clatter found; 
Of Blaia, Arli, of Rohan the ſhore, 
Garonna, Sonna, Rodano, the Rhine, 


Heard it, and mothers to their breaſts their babes 


entwine. 


| 102. 
Here were five knights, who all were obſtinate 
That each the firſt would be to end his fight, 
Involv'd, one with the other, at ſuch rate, 
Apollo's ſelf can't the caſe expedite. 
Agramant thinks the knot to ſeparate 
O'th' firſt diſpute, as he had heard the right, 
Which, for the daughter of king Stordilan, 
Was, 'twixt the king of Scythia and his African. 
103. 
King Agramant, to cauſe them to agree, 
his ſide and that to one and t' other went, 
And oft brought each to prudent memory, 
Like brother true and lord benevolent: 
But finding ſtill, that they're deaf equally, 
Each one untam'd and obſtinately bent, 
That he'll not be the man who is depriv'd 


 O'th lady, whence their difference arriv'd, 


| 104. 

At laſt, as to the better ſcheme, apply d, 

In which they both of them might be agreed: 
That he the lady fair ſhould make his bride, 

To whom herſelf the preference decreed : 
And, from whatever ſhe herein decide, 

They neither ſhould advance or yet recede, 
Both one and t'other pleas'd this compromiſe, 
Each hoping, h'ad moſt favour in her eyes, 
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CANTO XXXII. 


1. 


| PArrbaſius, Polygnote, Timagoras, 


Protogenes, I imant, Appolodore, 
Apelles, who, than all, more famous was, 
Zeuxis and th' others in the days of yore, 
Their fame, in Clotho's ſpite, who ſever'd has 
Their thread of life, their glorious works has tore, 
Shall fix'd remain, whilſt any read or write, 
By grateful penmen thro” the world made bright. 


2. 
And thoſe, once mongſt us, or who being have, 
Leonard, Andrew Mantegna, John Bellin, 
Two Doſſi, he, who like does paint and grave, 
Michael, than mortal more, Angel divine, 
Baſtian, Raphael, Titian, who Cador gave 
Such fame, as they gave Venice and Utbin : 
And others, of whom as rare works are ſeen, 
As th' ancients wrote of and believ'd have been. 


Theſe painters, whom in our own times we view, 
And thoſe, a thouſand years ſince, of renown, 
The things that had been, with their pencils drew, 
Some upon board and on walls others done ; 
But you ne'er heard of ancient, or yet new 

Have ſeen, whoſe art has e'er the future ſhown : 
Ahd yet ſome hiſtories there may be ſeen, 
Which painted are before the facts have been. 


4. 
But, of this kind of ſkill, his vauntery 
Ancient or modern painter ne'er did make: 
And that art only yields to ſorcery, 
At which the very ſprights infernal quake. 
This hall, which the laſt Canto ſhow'd to ye, 
Merlin, by book or elſe Avernus' lake, 


Or by th' Nurſinian grotto's ſacred rite, 


Caus'd be built up, by devils, in one night, 


That art, with which —_ many a wond'rous feat 
The ancients did, in our age, loſt is quite. 
But, to return, where they muſt for me wait, 
Who of the painted hall expect the ſight: 
I ys they to a ſquire did intimate 
0 light the flambeaus, whence the vanquiſh'd 
night 
From the vaſt ſplendour vaniſh'd quite away, 


Nor could you there diſcover, but, 'twas day. 


6. a 

This lord ſaid: that ye know, I am inclin'd, 

That of theſe wars, which here you ſce portray'd, 
Unto this day, few, that have been, you'll find, 

And they were painted, ere they have been made. 
Who painted them, at the ſame time divin'd 

When victory ſhould gain, and when dilinay'd 
Our people of Italia ſhould be: 
In what way this is ſhown, you here may ſce. 


Thoſe wars, the French 15 deſtin'd to declare, 
This fide the Alps, with luck or with diſgrace, 

From his own time, up to the thouſandth year, 
Merlin the prophet in this hall did place : 

Who from the Britiſh king came envoy here, 
Toth' king of France, who heir to Marc'mir was. 

And, why he ſent him and wherefore was done 

Such taſk by Merlin, briefly I'll make known. 


8. 

King Fieramont, who o'er the Rhine firſt went 
With the French army into Ga'lia, 

Soon as h'ad ſeiz d on that, form'd an intent, 
On haughty Italy the yoke to lay : 

This he did, cauſe the Roman government 
He ſaw diminiſhing from day to day : 

And, for ſuch cauſe, made league of amity, 

With Britiſh Arthur his cotemp'rary. 


Arthur, who enterprize ne'er ſet upon, 
But as the prophet Merlin gave conſent, 
I mean that Merlin, call'd the devil's fon, 
Who the ſuccels foreſaw of each event, 
From him, knew well and made the danger known 
To Fieramont, that woeful detriment | 
He'd cauſe his troops, ſhould he that land invade, 
Round which the Appennine, the Alps, and ſea are 
lay'd, | 
10. 
Merlin then ſhow'd to him, that almoſt all, 
Who after ſhould o' er France have ſov'reiguty, 
Or, by the ſword, their armies routed fall 
Should ſee, or by the plague and famine dye: 
And, that long woe, and chearfulneſs but ſmall, 
But little profit, endleſs miſery, 
They'd bear from It'ly; for it did not ſuit, 
The lilly in that land ſhould c'er take root, 


I ts 


5 — 
— WY — > 
5 : — 
1 


[4 © | .. ORLANDO 


II, 
King Ficramont ſuch faith in him conceiv'd, 
He elſewhere thought to turn his armament : 


And Merlin, who as well all things perceiv'd, 


As if they had been paſt, bcfore th' event, 
Did, at this king's intreaty, tis believ'd, 

Here, in this hall, thoſe hiſt'ries repreſent, 
Whence of the French each future act is ſhown 


In way as if they'd been already done. 


12. 
That each ſucceeding prince may comprehend, 
That, as renown and vict'ry will acquire 
He, who engages It ly to defend, 
Againſt all other fort of barb'rous ire; 
So, fhould it chance, they, to her wrong, deſcend, 
To become lords or yoke o'er her conſpire, 
May comprehend, I ſay, and be moſt ſure, 
Beyond thoſe mountains, they'll find open ſepulture. 


| I 3. 
So ſpoke : and led the ladies, where begun 
The hiſtories : and Sigiſbert did ſhow, 
Who enterprize, for treaſure, ſet upon, 
Which Maurice th' emp'ror does on him beſtow : 
Behold him from Jove's mountain marching down, 
To Ambra's and Ticino's plain below : 
See Eutar, who not only drives him back ; 
But, vanquiſh'd, ſhatter'd, he to flight does take. 
14. 
See Clodoveo, who does, with armament, 
An hundred thouſand, o'er the mountain paſs : 
See, in that place, the duke of Benevent, 
Him, with unequal number, comes to face: 
See, how he feigns to quit th' embattled tent: 
And lays a ſnare : with death, and with diſgrace, 
See, to the Lombard wines the Frenchmen run, 


And, like the fiſh, are by the bait undone, 


"26 
See Childibert in Italy : what hoſt 
Of Frenchmen and commanders he has ſent ! 
Nor more than Clovis can he vaunt or boaſt 
Conqueſt o'er Lombardy or detriment ; 
For heav'n's ſword falling does his troops accoſt 
With ſlaughter, ſuch, fill'd is the plain's extent, 
Dead with the flux or fever's raging heat, 
1a health not one in ten home does retreat, 


16. 
He ſhows king Pepin, Charles ſhows to him near, 
How they ſucceſſive t Italy deſcend : 
And how both of them joyful ſequel ſhare, 
As, her, they thither came not, to offend ; 
Bur, one, as the pope Stephen wrongs did bear: 
T'other does, Adrian, Leo next defend: | 
One quells Aitulph : t' other takes and o'erthrows 
His heir, and on the pope his honours duc beſtows, 


$ 


See, of his oath, he has but little care: 
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17. 

To them he ſhows, Wi a youth Pepin, 

Who ſeems, to cover, with his troops immenſe, 
All, from the burning mount to Paleſtine, 

And make, by tediqus work and vaſt expence, 
At Malamocco his ſuperb machine, 

And near Rialto come, and fight from thence : 
Then, ſeems, to fly, and leave his men behind 
Drown'd ; for his bridge is broke by ſea and wind, 


| 18, 
See Lewis Burgognon deſcending there, 
Where he appears vanquiſh'd and pris'ner ta'en : 
And he, who takes him, him conſtrains to ſwear, 
That 'gainſt him he'll ne'er take up arms again. 


See, he anew falls in the ambuſh lain: 
See, where he, like a mole, his eyes has loſt : 
His people bearing him the Alps have croſt. 


19. 
See Hugo d' Arli do many a grand feat, 7 
Who does the Berengars from It'ly chace, | 4 
And twice or thrice does them rout and defeat : Y 
Now them the Hunns, now Bavares replace, 
O'crpower'd, he's compell'd for peace to treat 
Then with his foe : nor long in liſe he ſtays, 
Nor long his heir does after him remain, | 
And to a Berengar yields up the whole domain. 


20. 
See other Charles, who It'ly, by the aid 3 
Of the good paſtor, has with fire perplext, 9 
By whom, in two fierce fights, two kings are dead, K 
Manfred, the firſt, and Corradin the next : 
His people then with thouſand wrongs invade 
heir kingdom new, which ſeems by tyrants vext. 
In diff rent quarters, thro' the city lain, 


See, at the veſper bell, they all are ſlain, 
21. 


Then to them ſhows ; but interval appears 


Of many a year, nay term of longer date, 
A Gallic chieftain down the mountain bears, 
War to declare gainſt the Viſconti great, 
Who, of the French, force foot and horſe prepares, 
And to take Alexandria ſeems to wait: 
The duke his guards, within, has poſted there, 
And has, without, at little diſtance, lay'd a ſnare : 


22, 

And the French army of this unaware, 

Drawn by his art, where he his net applys, 
With count Armeniac, whom had carry'd there 

His guide to this unfortunate emprize, 
To Alexandria part does pris'ners bear, 

J other part dead throughout the country lies: 
And blood and water, with an equal flow, 
Have ſwoln, you ſee, the Tanarus and crimſon'd Po. 

, 2% 
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23. 

One de la Mare call'd, — three Angioines 

He ſhows, one after t' other, and ſays: theſe 
The Bruci, Dauni, Marſi, Salentines, 

You ſee in what repeated manner, teaze : 
Yet don't avail, tho French with Roman joins, 

The aid ſo much, that they this ſpot can ſeize : 
Behold, from out the kingdom them does drive 
Alphons; then Ferrant, oft as they arrive. 


24. 
See Charles the eighth, who o'er the Alps deſcends, 
And with him has the flower of all France, 
Paſſes the Lire, the whole realm apprehends, 
(Without ere drawing ſword or —— lance) 
Save the rock, which over Tipheũs extends, 
And o'er his arms, breaſt, belly, does advance : 
That, Inico of Vaſto does . 
In whom of Avalo the blood and valour flows. 


25. 
The maſter of this 1 went on 
Showing to Bradamant each hiſtory, 
Soon as the iſle of Iſchia he had ſhown, 
Said, ere I lead you farther, more to ſee, 
I'll tell you what with me to talk upon 
Us'd my great grandfire, in my infancy : 
And what to me, in like way, he declar'd, 
* Ev'n he himſelf had from his father heard: 


36. 
His fire, from other, father, it might be, 
Or grandſire, this, from that, till it came to 
Him, who had heard it from the very he, 
Who all theſe figures, without pencil, drew, 
Which here, in colours blue, red, white, you ſee. 
He heard, when he to th' king this fort did ſhew, 
Which now I ſhow you, on this rock elate, 
He told him this, which to you I'll relate. 


27. 
He heard, that he ſaid to b in this place, 

From that brave knight, who this ſpot does defend, 
So boldly, he ſeems to deſpiſe the blaze 

All round, wheſe flames to Faro quite extend, 
Shall be born, then or in few later days, 

And caus'd kim year and month to comprehend, 
A knight, to whom all will inferiour be, 
That to this time the world did ever ſee. 

28. b 

Nireus was not ſo fair; ſo excellent 4 

In ſtrength Achilles; nor Ulyſſes bold; 
Lada fo ſwift ; nor wiſe to ſuch extent 

Neſtor, who knew ſo much and was ſo old; 
Nor yet ſo lib'ral, ſo benevolent | 

Cæſar t have been has ancient hiſt'ry told: 
For, towards the man, in Iſchia to have birth, 


Slight muſt appear of each the boaſted worth, 
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Diſpers d or ſlain or in the river drown'd, 
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29. 

And if the ancient Crete her boaſt diſplay d, 
That Jove, in her, had his nativity, 

If Bacchus, Hercules, Thebes joyful made, 
If Delos brag'd of her twin deity, 


| Neither ſhould this iſle be in ſilence lay'd; 


But raiſe, exalt herſelf up to the ſky, 
When, in her, ſhall be that grand marquiſs born, 
Whom heav'n benign will with each grace adorn. 


Merlin told him and did it oit repeat, 
That, fate his birth for that age did ordain, 
When th' Roman empire ſuffer'd heavieſt weight, 
That, thro' him, ſhe might liberty regain 
But, as ſome ads of his I ſha!l relate 
Anon, it ſuits not now I them explain. 
Such way he ſpoke : and turn'd to th' hiſtory, 
Where the bright proofs of Charles they were to ſee, 


I. 
Behold, he ſays, where owls does repent, 

That he in Italy caus'd Charles arrive; 
For, only his old rival to torment, 

H'ad call'd him in, and not him thence to drive, 
And that he's now his foe makes evident, 

Leagu'd with Venetians does to ſeize him ſtrive: 
See, the courageous king his lance bends low, 
Opens his way and off, in ſpite of them, does go. 


. 

But, all his people, who fa to defend 

His new gain'd empire, find a diff rent lot; 
For, Ferrant, by the aid, which him does lend 

The lord of Mantua, ſo ſtrong is got, 
That, not a ſoul, before one month does end, 

On land or fea is, but to death is brought. 
Then, for one man, who is by treach'ry lain, 
He ſeems no joy from victory to gain. 


3 

Thus ſpeaking, he the — to them ſhows 
Alphonſo of Peſcar' and to them ſays, 

After a thouſand feats, which this man does, 
Whence he will bright as the pyropus blaze, 

Sec, by the treach'rous ſnare, which for him throws, 
By a falſe, double treaty, Æthiop baſe, 

How tumbles, by the faithleſs arrow's wound 

The braveſt knight that in thoſe times was found. 


4 | 

Then ſhows them where * the twelfth Lewis paſs 

The Alps, with an Italian guide at hand, | 
The lilly plants, the mulb'ry does eraſe 

From out of the Viſconti's fertile land: 
Thence ſends his troops, along by Charles's trace, 

To build a _ on the Gariglian ſtrand, 
Which force, hard by, is wholly routed found, 


G2 35. 


Behold, in Puglia, not 158 butchery b 
On the French army; there in flight it goes: 
And there's Gonſalvo P errant, Spaniard's he, 
Who in his ambuſh twice did them encloſe : 
And as difturb'd her face ſhew'd former] 
Fortune, fair to king Lewis now ſhe "He 
In the rich plain, which, t' Adria's roaring flow, 
Twirxt th' Alps and Apennine, divides the Po. 
6. 
Thus ſpeaking, he himſcif does reprehend, 
That, what he firſt ſhould tell, he did ſorbear : 
And turning back, he ſhows the wretch, did vend 
The caſtle, by his lord put in his care : 
He ſhows the treach'rous Swiſs, who apprehend 
Him, for deſence of whom their pay they ſhare : 
Which two baſe facts, without abaſing lance, 
Have giv'n the vict'ry to the king of France. 


Then Cæſar Borgia PEN. who, by the grace 
O'th' king, his pow'r o'er Italy extends; 
For, of each Roman baron to take place 
He ſeems, and them to baniſhment he ſends : 
Then ſhows the king, who from Bologn does 
chace 
The ſaw and there the acorns recommends : 
Then, how the Genoeſe in flight h'as broke, 
Rebels become, and on the city caſt his yoke. 


f 38. 

See, ſays he then, with thoſe who've found their fate 

Cover'd of Ghiaradada is the plain : 
It ſeems, to th' king each city opes its gate 

And Venice ſcarcely can itſelf ſuſtain : 
See, of the pope, he will not tolerate 

The paſſing o'er the confines of Romain, 
Takes Modena from th' duke of Ferrar's hand, 
Nor ſtops he there; but would ſeize all his land: 


And 'gainſt him cauſe them Bologn' take away, 
The Bentivoglian race come there again. 
See, the French army all in ſaccage lay 
Breſcia, ſo ſoon as e er they it regain : 
And, as at once, to Felſine aid convey 
W hile total rout the church's camp ſuſtain : 
And both the armies, in the places low 
Of Chiaffi's ſhore, in range of battle ſeem to ſhow. 


On this, the French camp, Spaniſh, on that fide, 

Ruſh thick upon the plain : the fight is grand : 
Here are ſeen fall, while red the land is dy'd, 

"Fhe people arm'd compleat of either band: 
With human blood each foſs is full ſupply'd, 

Mars ſtands in doubt, where conqueſt to command : 
At laſt is ſeen, by one Alphonſo's might, | 

The French remain, the Spaniard takes to flight. 
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"Ik 
And, that Ravenna is 1 caſt, 
The pope his lips does, thro' vexation, bite: | 
And, from the mountains makes, like tempeſt, haſte 
The German forces, fill'd with vengeful ſpite, 
That all the French, ere they their foe have fac'd, 
Over the Alps, he ſeems to put to flight : 
And of the mulberry a branch to place | 
I'th* garden, and the golden lillies thence t' eraſe, 


. 
See, the French come again: there ſee them beat 
By the Helvetian faithleſs, whom in aid 
The youth took in his pay: riſk indiſcrete ! 
By whom his fire was fold and captive made. 
See, then, the army, which by ſuch deſeat 
Under the wheel of fortune low was lay'd, 
As now new king they have, themſclves prepare 
T' avenge the rout, they ſuſfer'd at Novare. 


43- | 
And ſee, with happy'r omen they come back, 
See the king Francis before th' others go, 
Who ſuch way of the Swiſs the pride does break, 
He brings them near to total overthrow : 
That the fine title they muſt now forſake, 
Which thoſe foul raſcals had uſurped ſo, 
Of perſons, haughty monarchs fit to tame, 
Defenders of the chriſtian church themſelves they? 
name. 


44. 

Behold, ſpite of the league, he Milan takes, 
And with fit terms young Sforza ſatisfys : 

See Bourbon, who ſecure the city makes, 
For France's king, gainſt German injuries: 

Behold, whilſt the French monarch ſole awakes 
Elſewhere to various, noble, enterprize, 

Nor knows, what haughtineſs and cruelties 

His people praQtice ; they the city from him ſeize: 


45» 
See other Francis, who likeneſs maintains 


T' his grandfire's valour, not his name alone, 
Who, the French force driving from thence, regains 
By th' church's favour his paternal throne. 
France comes once more, but now holds in the reins, 
Nor ſcours o'er It'ly, as they late had done; 
For, near Ticine, the duke of Mantua 
Bravely ſhuts up the paſſage and cuts off their way. 


46. 

Fred' ric, ere yet upon his.cheeks advance 

The primal flow'rs of manhood, himſelf makes 
Worthy eternal fame ; for, with his lance ; 

But more by ſcience and vaſt pains he takes, 
He defends Pavia from the rage of France, 

And of the ſea-lion the project breaks. 
See the two marquiſſes, who both are fear'd. 
By all our people and by Italy rever'd, 


47. 
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47. 

Both of one blood and of one neſt both are : 
Of that marquiſs Alphons, the firſt is ſon, 

Who, drawn into that treach'rous negro's ſnare, 
Made, as you ſaw, the land vermilion. 

Behold, how oft, by this man's counſels rare, 
The French from Italy are forc'd to run. 

T' other, with aſpect chearful and humane, 

Alſons is call'd and rule o'er Vaſto does maintain. 


This is that val'rous knizhr, of whom I ſaid, 

When to you I did th? iſle of Iſchia ſhew, 
That Merlin prophecying open lay'd 

A many things to Foyer view, 

That his birth was ordain'd to be delay'd, 

Till an aſſiſtant, more than yet they knew, 
The empire, church and harraſs'd Italy @ 
Should necd, gainſt the Barbarian's injury. 


49. 
He, there behind his * 2 of Peſcare 
Under the lead of. Proſper Colonnele, 
See, how he makes Bicocca's fort ſeem dear 
Ever to Swils, more to French memories, 
See, how anew France does herſelf prepare, 
To reinſtate each hapleſs enterprize : 
The king on Lombardy makes a deſcent, 
Another army, to take Naples, he has ſent. 


N 3 o. 
But ſhe, who does with — as does the blaſt 
With the dry duſt, which it in air wheels round, 
Raiſes to heav'n, and, ere a moment's paſs'd, | 
Whence *twas ta'en up, whirls it again to ground, 
Caus'd the king think, he had an army vaſt, 
| "That hundred thouſand Pavia did ſurround, 
He, that no city ſcape him, quite intent, 
Not on his army's. loſs or increment. 
51. 
So, by his avaricious agent's fault, 
And the king's goodneſs, wh' in them did confide, 
But few unite to th' ſtandard they exalt, 
When, in the night, to arms, the people cry'd : 
That him, within his ramparts does aſſault 
The cunning Spaniard, who now as him guide 
Thoſe two of the brave blood of Avalo, 
Or up to heav'n or down to hell dares go. 


52. 

See, there, oſ the nobleſs throughout all France, 
T he braveſt warriours dead upon the ground; 
See, what a croud immenſe, with ſword and lance, 
The va! rous king, on ev'ry fide, ſurround: 

See, to fall under him his ſteed does chance ; 
Yet yields not he himſelf as vanquiſh'd own'd: 

Tho', to him, only, run, him, ſole, invade 

The hoſtile crew and none there gives him aid, 
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The ſtout king does on 2 himſelf defend, 

And all with hoſtile blood himſelf bedew ; 
But valour yiclds to too great force i'th* end, 

See the king ta'en and him in Spain you view: 
And to him of Peſcare and to his friend 

Of Vaſto ever his companion true, 
You ſee, that they the richeſt premiums bring, 
For a camp routed and grand captive king. 

54. 

One of his camps at Pavia put to rout, 

That, to ſeize Naples, in its progreſs, ſlain, 
See, he is in ſuch way, as when near out 

Wax is or oyl, weak does the light remain: 
See, the king, from his Spaniſh priſon got, 

Leaves his two ſons, and turns to his domain: 
See, he makes war in Itly, at which time, 
See, on his land, others do ſo by him. 


See the dire murders, ravages immenſe, 
Thro' ev'ry part of Rome in miſery, 
Mongęſt things divine, burnings and violence, 
And the profane ones, raging equally : 
The army of the league, not far from thence, 
The ruin ſees and hears their mournful cry, 
But, where they ſhould advance, they backward fly, 
And Peter's ſucceſſor leave in captivity. 
56. 
The king, Lotrecco, ſends, with new-rais'd band, 
Not enterprize on Lombardy to make; 
But, from the mercileſs and plund'ring hand, 
The head and members of the church to take: 
Which fo delays, he now does underſtand, 
That the pope's freedom is no more at ſtake : 
The city does beſiege, where dead was lain 
The Syren, and to him revolts the whole domain, 


BE ; 
See the imperial fleet 3 disjoin'd, 

For the beſieged city's aid employ d, 
And Doria, ſce, cuts off their courſe deſign'd, 

And them i'th' ſea has ſunk, burnt and deſtroy d. 
See, fortune changes her propitious mind, 

Which, hitherto, the French ſo much enjoy'd: 
With fevers kills them and not by the lance, 
So that of thouſands not one turns to France. 


58, 
Thoſe and a many other hiſtories, | 
Which all too long would be here to relate, 
The hall contain'd, in fine and various dies; 
For, fit to hold them was its ſpacious ſtate : 
Two or three times, they turn, all to reviſe ; 
It ſeem'd, they knew not how thence to retreat : 
And oftimes read o'er, what in gold was wrote, 


Of the rich workmanſhip beneath the foot. 


59» 
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59- | 
The ladies fair and others, there who ſtay'd 
Talking awhile and their amaze expreſs'd, 
Were, by the lord, to their repoſe convey'd ; 
For, honour great he us'd to ſhow his gueſt, 
Now all the others in ſoft ſleep were lay'd, 
Brad'mant, the laſt, ſinks down to take her reſt: 
And, now, on one, now, turns, on tother ſide, 
On right, ot left, ſleep's equally deny'd, 
| 60. 
Yet clos'd her ſight, ſomewhat ere morning broke, 
In her mind's eye her Ruggier ſhe does view, 
Who to her ſays : thyſelf why doſt thou ſhock, 
Giving ſuch credence to what is not true ? 
Sooner thou'lt ſee the river climb the rock, 
Then I my thought to any turn, but you: 
If thee I love not, I can't to my heart 
Or pupil of my eye my love impart. 
61. 
And ſeems to add: I'm come, as now I mean 
To be baptiz'd, and, all I promis'd, do : 
And I've been kept, if I too ſlow have been, 
By other wound, than that of love, from you. 
Hereon fled ſleep, nor longer there was. ſeen 
Her Ruggier ; for now he off with it flew : 
Her lamentation then renew'd the maid, 


And, in her fore reflection, thus ſhe ſaid, 


| 62. 
What, but now, pleas'd me, was falſe dream, tis 
clear: 
What me torments, alaſs | is ſight too plain: 
The good was ready ſoon to diſappear ; 
But, no dream is my ſharp and bitter pain : 
Why don't my waken'd ſenſes fee and hear 
What fancy did, to ſee and hear, obtain? 
In what condition odd, mine eyes, are ye, 
That, ſhut, the good, open, you evil, ſee ! 
63. 
The dulcet fleep now Eh, FP peace to me; 
But bitter waking gainſt me war does make: 
The dulcet fleep has dealt with fallacy : 
But bitter waking, ah ! made no miſtake : 
If, the falſe pleaſes, true does injury, 
May all my ſenſes ever truth forſake : 
If ſleeping gives me joy, and waking, pain, 
May I aſleep, ne'er waking, ſtill remain. 


64. 
O, happy animals, whom, half the year, 
With eyes unopen'd, ſleep profound does hold! 


That ſuch ſleep does, to death, the likeneſs bear, 


To life, ſuch waking, by me Il ne'er be told: 
Quite the reverſe it is my fate to ſhare, 

Waking, I, death, ſleeping, I life behold ; 
But, if of death reſemblance has ſuch ſleep, 


O, death, for ever, ſhut my eyelids keep. 
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65. 

The ſun had of th' * 2 dy'd 

The parts extreme, and round were fled away 
The clouds ; that now appear'd, on ev'ry ſide, 

Diff rent from other the new-opening day: 
When Bradamant, awake, her arms apply'd, 
In ſeaſon to return her deſtin'd way, 
Her gratitude, to the lord, having ſhown, 
For her good lodgment and all honours done. 


66. 


And found, th' embaſſadreſs that lady bright, 


With maids and {quires as ſuiting to her ſtate, 
Had from the caſtle gone, and there did light 

On the three warriours, who did for her wait: 
They, whom ſhe, with her golden ſpear, o'er night, 

Revers'd, from off their ſteeds, to earth had beat; 
And who did, with no ſmall diſtreſs, ſuſtain, 
That night, the heavens boiſt'rous, wind and rain. 


67. 

Add to this ill, their 8 ſupperleſs, 

As well as did their horſes maws, remain'd, 
Whilſt, 2 teeth chatt' ring, the cold ground they 

preſs; 

But, haply, more it griev'd them, nay it pain'd 
Them, without haply, that th' embaſſadreſs 

Would tell, mongſt other ills they had ſuſtain'd, 
To their. dear lady, that by the firſt lance 
They were beat down, that they had met in France. 


68. 
And ready or to dye or vengeance claim, 
Sudden, for their late ſufter'd injury, 
That the embaſſadreſs, of whom the name 
Ulania is, which yet ne'er mention'd I, 
The abject ſentiment, which ſhe did frame, 
Might remove from them and their bravery, 
Brad'mant they challenge in rhe tilt to fight, 
Soon as ſhe, off the bridge, appears in ſight. 


69. 


9 
Not thinking ne'ertheleſs, that ſhe's a maid, 


As ſhe no action did of maid diſplay : 
Brad'mant refuſes : as to be delay'd 

She'd not admit, and would no longer ſtay ; 
But, to moleſt her way, ſuch tricks they play'd, 

She can't deny, leſt blame might on her hos 
Lowers her lance, and, at three ſtrokes, down caſts, 


The three to earth: the fight no longer laſts. 


70. 
For, without turning, ſhe ſet to their ſight 


Her back far off and vaniſh'd from them ſoon. 
They, who to gain the golden ſhield fo bright, 

From nations of ſuch diſtance great had gone, 
Soon as themſelves they, ſpeechleſs, rais'd upright ; 

For,with their courage,was their ſpeech caſt down, 
Appear'd quite ſtupefy d, thro' vait ſurprize, 
Nor tow'rds Ulania durſt liſt up their eyes. 

71. 
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71. 
For, oft, as with her on the road they paſs'd, 

They'd giv'n themſelves too haughty vauntery, 
That knight nor Paladin of proweſs vaſt 

Could ſtand before the weakeſt of them three, 
The lady, that with head yet more abas'd, 

And they no more ſo arrogant, might be, 
Caus'd them, that it a woman was, to know, 
Not Paladin, did them out of their ſaddles throw. 

2, 
Now, what muſt you 8 to them ſaid ſhe, 
' Since, in ſuch way, a woman caſt you down, 
Orlando or Rinaldo needs mult be, 
Not without cauſe, eſteem'd of ſuch renown ? 
If one of them the ſhield had, I aſk ye, 

If ſtouter, than as yet you have been ſhown 
Againſt a lady, *gainſt them you would prove ? 

I think not: haply ye ſuch thought approve. 


73. 
Let this ſuffice : nor can your caſe require, 
Of each your proweſs, proof more evident : 
And he of you, who raſlily does deſire, 
To make, with France, ſome new experiment, 
Does, to his loſs his ſhame to join, conſpire, 
As is to-day's and yeſterday's event : 
Unleſs, he uſeful, glorious it conceive, 
When, from ſuch warriour, he ſhall death receive. 
74. 
Soon as Ulania did moſt certain make 
Thoſe cavaliers, that it had been a maid : 
Which fact did render, than the pitch more black, 
Their fame, which had been once fo bright 
diſplay'd, 
And where ten, where the caſe but one did lack, 
Witneſſes could confirm what ſhe had ſaid, 
They on themſelves diſpos'd their arms to turn, 
By ſo much grief, by ſuch rage overborne. 


5. 
By ſuch vaſt rage, by fo = ſury preſs'd, 

From off their backs their armour all they drew, 
Nor — 8 ſwords, or aught with which they're 

reſt, 
But all into the caſtle's ſoſs they threw : 
And ſwore, as ſemale thus had them ſuppreſs'd, 

And ſent their backs the earth to beat anew, 
They'd be, of ſuch great fault themſelves to clear, 
Of all their arms diveſted, one whole year. 

. 36 
And, that, on foot thro? ar M road they'd bear, 

Whether their way be plain, up hill, down dale: 
Nor, when compleat!y finiſh'd be the year, 

n horſe would ride or dreſs in coat of mail, 
If other arms and ſteeds they do not ſhare, 

By fight, wherein their proweſs ſhall prevail: 

So, without arms, for their crime's puniſhment, 
They march'd on foot: on horſeback rothers went. 
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Bradamant, to a caſtle * night, 
Upon the road direct to Paris lain, 
That Agramant had routed been in ght 
By Charles and by her brother, news di g 
Good gable here ſhe found and quar:2-3 gut: 
But, this and all but little cas'd her pain; 
For, little ſhe does eat and little ſleep, 
Far from repoſing, ſhe can't quiet keep. 


But yet of her I will 1 10 much ſpeak, 
To thoſe two knights not to return again, 
Who, their two horſes, did agreement make, 
Beſides the lonely fountain to reſtrain: 
The fight, I ſay, which they did undertake, 
Was not or lands or empire to obtain; 
But, which the ſtouteſt was, that may be try'd, 
The Durindan to wear and Baiard ride. 
9. 
Without a trumpet, or a ſign to ſhow 
When they ſhould move; without an umpire 
nigh, 
To ſay, now give, or now avoid, the blow 
And to ſpur up their hearts to bravery, 
To their drawn ſwords they, by agreement, go, 
And ruth each other's dext'rous skill to try: 
Their frequent, heavy ſtrokes now to be heard 
Began, and rage in _ viſage glar'd. 
O. 
Two other ſwords could not of proof be choſe, 
That would have held out, ſolid, hard and ſound, 
Had they by them been manag'd, for three blows, 
Which were of violence beyond all bound ; 
But of ſo perfect temp'rament were thoſe, 
And fo ſecure by long experience found, 
They ſuited well each other to attack, 
With thouſand ſtrokes or more, yet never crack. 


I. 
Now, here, now, there, Rinaldo ſhiftings play'd, 
Watchful, with art and great dexterity, 
Durindan's miſchief vaſt he does evade; 
a well he knows, to bits 'twill make feel 
Gradaſs his ſtrokes more heavy would have lay'd ; 
But, as in air all vaniſh's, he did try: 
And, if he ſmote him, in ſuch place he ſmote, 
Where 'twas of little weight and hurt him not. 
82. 
T'other with nicer skill his ſword declin'd, 
And oft the Pagan's arm benumb'd did ſmart, 
Now at his flank and now where is conjoin'd 
The helmet with th' cuiraſs, he it does dart; 
But does of Adamant his armour find, 
So, that no fold he breaks or tears apart, 
So hard, fo ſtrong he proves it all about: 
This, *cauſe twas by enchantment form'd, fell out. 


83. 


— — 
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N 3. | 89. 

Wik Without e'er making pauſe, they now had try'd, Rinaldo and the king Graaf, when gone 

4 | Long time, in ſuch attention fix d, the fight, They ſaw the grand occaſion of their fight, 
WE. That neither yet had turn'd his eyes aſide, Made an agreement, they would it poſtpone, 

0 = But on each eager viſage kept their ſight, Till from thoſe claws they Baiard ſet to right, 
. When to another ſtrife their minds apply d, . From which he to the wood obſcure had flown : 
„ Which, from ſuch ſury, them does diſunite: With pat, that he, who firſt ſhould on him light, 
k BY | . To the great noiſe, their eyes around they caſt, Should, to the fountain coming, bring him back, 

And both Baiardo ſee in peril vaſt. Where they might finiſh their commenc'd attack. 
84. o. 
Baiard they ſee, with monſter at his back Perſuing him, they from * fountain hie, 
. Fighting; it was a bird, more large than he; Along the tracks on the graſs newly beat: 
[he's His beak of more than three yards naught did lack, At diſtance vaſt Baiard betore does fly, 
"= Of the bat kind. his other features be; For, him to follow, were too ſlow their feet. 
in Feathers he had, which were than ink more black: Gradaſs, who his Alfana had hard by, 
1 Huge claws he bore, pointed moſt terribly ; Mounts him, and thro' the foreſt's dark retreat, 
; His eyes were fire; moſt cruel was his look; Far off, the Paladin behind him leaves, 
4 Vaſt were his wings: they might for ſails be took. Who diſcontented more than ever grieves. 
bi | 85. | 91. 
8 Haply 'twas bird; but by me can't be ſaid, Rinaldo in few ſteps the track does loſe 
| Or where or when ſuch other has been ſeen : Of his war-horſe, who wond'rous journey made, 
I never ſaw nor ever elſewhere read Who 'midſt the trees and rocks his courſe purſues, 
1 Of ſuch an animal; ſave in Turpin: Seeking each thorny brake, each ſavage glade, 
; 1 | On which account I am to fancy led, By hiding fo, the monſter to amuſe, 
WE | That an infernal ſpright was this machine, That ſwooping thus from heav'n did him invade. 
1 Which Malagige, in ſuch a figure, brought, Rinaldo finding all his labour vain, | 
1 4% That he might interrupt thoſe two who fought. Him to attend, to th' fountain turns again : 
1 86. 8 
41 Rinaldo thought ſo too: and words of ſpite If by Gradaſſo he again was brought, 
970 And bitterneſs to Malagige did ſay: In way as late they jointly did conſent; 

1 He to him ne'er would own the caſe outright, But, ſeeing fruitleſs to him was ſuch thought, 

4:7 And, from himſelf ſuch fault to move away, On foot, ageriev'd, towards the camp he went. 

% 57 Swore by the light that gives the ſun his light, Let's turn to th* other now, of whom the lot 

48 That this by no means obght on him to lay, Prov'd, from Rinaldo's, wholly different : 

' 18 Be bird or devil : down the monſter tends Not thro' his {kill ; but his good deſtiny, 
; . On Baiard and him wich his talons rends. He neighing heard the gallant ſteed hard by. 
1 bs 87 . N . 
1 | The war-horſe breaks his bridle inſtantly, And lights upon him in - 3 deep 
1 As he was ſtout: and, fill'd with vengeful ire, By his paſt dread, oppreſt in ſuch a way, 
„ Does gainſt the bird his teeth and heels applß; He did not dare from out his cover: creep; 
9 But ſhe up into air does ſwift retire : Buy ſuch means in the Pagan's power he lay. 

+ | From thence returns, wheeling inceſſantly, He has in mind the pact, he ought to keep, 

1 EKeeps beating him with her ſharp talons dire: That to the fountain he ſhould him convey : 

. Baiard's enrag'd that no means, in ſuch fight, But, to obſerve it, now, was diſinclin'd: 

4 Hle has, for his defence; fo takes to ſudden flight And with himſelf thus reaſon'd in his mind. 

A+ | Wo | | 94+ 
„ | Off flys Baiard into the neighb'ring wood, With ſtrife and war, him let who pleaſes claim; 
1 And, the moſt leafy glade to ſearch out, try'd : More peaceful way to have him I incline : 

{i £0 The feather'd ſavage cloſely him perſu'd, From one to t'other point o'th' globe I came, 
1 With eyes attentive, where was pals ſupply d; Only with hope to make this Baiard mine, 

3 But the brave ſteed does ſo mongſt trees intrude, Now in my hands, in errour he does dream, 

11 At laſt himſelf he in a grot does hide. Who thinks, that I will ever bim reſign: 

5 When tbe wing'd monſter finds no more the track, Tis ſuiting, if ſuch be Rinald's intent, 


In ſearch of other ſport, to heaven it turns back. He come to India, as to France I went. 


95. 
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OY, 
No leſs ſecure for him is Serican, 
Than'twice has been for me the Gallic ground, 


Thus ſpeaking, by the road moſt ſtrait and plain, 
To Arli comes aud the Armada found: 


XIFXZ * : 
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And thence, with his Baiard and bös 


Takes to a new pitcht galley outward bound. 


But this, another time; for now 'tis fit, 


Gradafs, Rinaldo and all France I quit. 


CANTO XL. 


I. 
TDIOUS twould be, if I each accident 
Inclin'd to ſet forth, in that naval fight : 
And to tell you it, ſeems 3 b 
Of Hercules unconquer N bright, 
To vaſe, as proverb ſays, to Samos ſent, 
Croc'diles to Egypt, t Athens birds of — 8 ; 
For, what by me, but hearſay, might be told, 
You ſaw, Sir, and caus'd others to behold. 


. 
Your faithful people had before their eyes, | 
Long on, by night and day, that fight, who 


As on a ſtage, t' obſerve your enemies | 
Whoſe fleet, on th' Po, the fire and ſword ſubdu'd: 

What lamentations might be heard, what cries, 
What waves be ſeen —9 2 with 2 blood, 

The various ways, they periſh'd, in that fight 

You ſaw and wo the people ſhow'd ſuch ſight. 


3. 
I ſaw it not, who, fix days previouſly, | 
Changing my carriage ſtill, thro' haſte I made, 
In hurry val to th' ſacred feet did fly 
Of our grand paſtor, to requeſt his aid. 
Then, horſe we needed not or — ; 
For, you, the claws and fangs had fo diſmay'd 
* O'th' golden lion, that from him no wound 
We, from that day to this, have ever found. 


Co 

But Alfons' Trotto, preſent he thereat, 

Hannibal, Albert and Afranio, 
The three Arioſti, Bagno, Zerbinatt, 

So much related, I the whole did know. 
The banners then did th' whole elucidate, 

In numbers at the temple ſet to ſhow : 
And fifteen galleys, which on ſhore I view'd, 
With thouſand veſſels, which there captives ſtood. 


* The arms of Venice. 


a 5. 
Who ſaw thoſe flames, thoſe ſhips to ruin caft, 
So many ſlaughters and fo different, 

T' avenge our palaces by fire eraz'd, 

Till ta'en was the whole naval armament, 
* in mind the deaths and dangers vaſt 

hich Afric's wretched people underwent 
Wich Agramant, amid the briny wave, | 
That night obſcure, when Dudon to them battle 
gave. | 
6. 

*T'was night: nor ſhone one ſingle limm'ring ray 

What time commenc'd the direful, bloody hght ; 
But when the tar, pitch, ſulphur round did play 

Profuſe, and prowes and ſides on fire did light, 
And ſhips and galleys, in defenceleſs way, 

Flames burnt,conſum'd with their voracious might, 
So clearly one might all around ſurvey, 
That the dark night appear'd transform'd to day, 


Whence A hone did eſtimate, 
Thro' the dark air, ſo ſtrong the enemy, 
Nor thought to find conflict fo obſtinate 
That his force would not vanquiſh finally, 
Soon as the darkneſs off from thence was beat, 
And what at firſt he gueſs'd not he did fee, 
That th' hoſtile fleet was twice in number more, 


Strait chang'd the thought, he had conceiv'd before, 


8. 

Debarks with few, where in a ſhip more light 

H' ad Brigliador and other matters rare: 
Betwixt the veſſels, ſilent, took to flight, 

Till to a fea more ſafe he could repair, 
Far from his men oppreſs'd by Dudon's might 

Reduc'd to ſtate moſt cruel and ſevere : : 
The ſea o'erwhelms, fire burns em, ſword does ſlay 
— the fatal cauſe of all; is led away, hey 


9. 


w hy 


9 . - 
c 6 
: — 2 4 p WW : 
"8 EC e rag - 
5 * 5 
- * 
- - 


Jo ſtorm Biſerta all impetuous bound. 
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| 9. 
Agramant flys: and took with him Sobrine, 
Wich whom he moans, he did not him believe, 
When he foreſaw, as twere with ſight divine, 
And told thoſe ills, which now he does receiye. 
But turn we to Orland the Paladin, . 
Who, ere to aid Biſerta they contrive, 
Counſels Aſtolf, it wholly to — 
That France ne er more it may with wars antioy. 


. 


And thereupon 'twas publickly decreed, 


That in three days the camp ſhould ready be: 
Aſtolf kept many veſſels for this deed, 
So Dudon had not the whole company : 
To Sanſonet he the command did cede, 
Warriour ſo ſtout as well by land as ſea, 
And near Biſerta he ſtrong anchors caſt 
At a mile's diftance from that harbour vaſt. 


11. 
Orland, Aſtolf, as chriftians they, devout, 
Who without heav'n ne'er emprize undertake, 
A publick edi caus'd the camp throughout, 
Gould make, 


That ſolemn pray'r and faſt they all 
And the third day, ready to take his route 
Should be. — + EW what time the ſignal ſpake, 
To ſtorm Biſerta, and when victor | 
Was gain'd, to fire and plunder it d given be. 
= 12. Wm 
And when their pray'rs and abſtinence was o'er, 


Which with devotion they did celebrate, 


Friends, parents and thoſe intimate before, 


Each other ſocially began to treat: 

When their faint, empty bodies they reſtore, 
Embracing, they their mutual tears repeat, 
Uſing ſuch form, in ſolemn ſpeech, they make, 

As deareſt friends, when final leave they take. 


a 198 
Wichin Biſerta the prieſts Andißyd, 

Wich the ſad people putting up their I, 
Beating their breaſt in broken accents ſigh'd, 
Calling their Mahomet, who could not hear. 
What ſaſts, what off rings all to heaven cry'd ! 

What vows in ſecret made, of gifts moſt rare 
What ſtatues, altars, fanes to fabricate |! 
Laſting remembrance of their hapleſs ſtate. 


| 14. 
And ſoon as by the Cadi they were bleſs d, 
The people arm'd and to the walls they hie'd : 


As yet was in her Tithon's bed at reſt > 


Aurora fair, darkneſs the heav'ns did hide, 
When Sans' net and Aſtolf in arms were dreſt, 

Before the ranks each taking diff rent ſide: 
Soon as the _ the count caus'd them ſound, 


7 


Vp to the city walls impetuous 
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8 

On two ſides, by the ſea Biſerta's pent, 

On t other two, tis ſituate upon land: 
With fabrics ſingular and excellent, 

In ancient times its wall was nicely plan'd: 
Now little has but baſtion, battlement ; 

For ſince king Branzard fell in hoſtile hand, 
But few artificers and little ſpace, *' 
He could obtain there, —_— the place. 


1 1 . "wa" "F „ 
Aſtolfo gives th' attack to th Mooriſh king, 

That to the battlements ſuch hurt ſhould do 
His archers, with their fiery dart and ſling, 

That ſhould diſcourage them their face to ſhow, 


| So that, as well of foot as horſe, each wing 


Should quite beneath the walls in ſafety go, 
Who came there, ſome, with ſtones, ſome, timbers. 
great, | ? 
Some, planks, and others, things of mighty weight. Ke 
TY | Z 1 
Some, one thing, ſome, to throw, another bore, 
Into the foſs, all work'd inceſſantly, 
3 water was cut * the day before, 
n many parts the mud appear'd as dry: 
It — was fill'd and level'd oy. m— 
And the plain even with the wall did lie. 
Orland, Aſtolf and Olivier prevail 
Upon the foot now o'er m walls to ſcale. 
0 1 1 * 
The Nubians of delay impatient, 
Led by the hopes of plunder they might ſhare,. 
— of the dangers imminent, 
ith ſhields and targets they for cov'rings bear, 


With batt'ring rams and various inſtrument 
Fit to cruſh tow ts and gates aſunder tear, 


bound: 
Nor unprovided they the Pagans found. 
ö I 


Who, darts, fire, —— roof and battlement, 

Thick as a tempeſt, down upon them throw, 
The planks and timbers vaſt in funder rent 

Of thoſe machines contriv'd to-cauſe them woe. 
In th' air obſcure and onſet violent, 

The chriſtians dreadful fuff*rin ergo; 

But from his manſion rich when Phcebus roſe, 
Fortune herſelf averſe to th Pagans ſhows. 

| $ 20. 
On ev'ry ſide with vi lence to invade, 

By ſea and land Orlando caus'd them ply, | 
Sanſonet, who brought up the fleet in aid, 

Ent'ring the port, came to the city nig: 
With ſlings and bows a bloody war he made, 

From = machines conſtructed there on high : 
And ſpears and ladders in vaſt hurry ſent, 
With ev'ry fort of naval armament. 

| ' 21. 


Canto 40. 


i 21. 

Orlando, Olivier and Brandimart, 

And he in flight thro? air fo bold of late, 
On that ſide furious combat made and ſmart, 

Remote from ſea nearer the city te : 
Each one of them advanc'd with diff rent part 

O'th' force, which they in four did ſeparate, 
Some at the walls, the gates, and ſome elſewhere, 
All of them tokens gave of courage rare. 

22. 

Of each the valour one might better view 

In ſuch a way, than if confug'd in fight, 
To whom reward, to whom was blemiſh due, 

Was ſeen by thouſands watchful with their fight. 
With wheels they wooden towers thither drew, 

Elephants others bore to them but light, 
Which on their backs to ſuch a height did go, 
The battlements appear'd at diſtance great below. 

2 


3. 

Brandimart comes: and to the wall applies 

The ladder: mounts: does th' reſt to mount 

exhort:: 

Intrepid, ſure, the many with him riſe, 
Neꝰer doubting, they in him have ſafe eſcort : 
None ever thinks to look, no one deſcries, 

If ſuch vaſt weight the ladder can ſupport: 
Brandimart, only on the foe intent, 
Mounts fighting, and at laſt ſeiz'd on a battlement. 


24. 

There with one hand and foot faſt hold he clapt : 
Leaps on the parapet, his ſword round caſt, 

Puſh d, overthrew, cleft, bor d and hack'd and rapt 
And ſhew'd himſelf maſter of ſcience vaſt ; 

But all at once the faithleſs ladder ſnapt, 
By the exceſſive weight thereon had paſs'd : 

And except Brandimart, into the ditch, 

Head foremoſt, on each other's backs they pitch, 


25. 
For this the A did not his courage loſe, 
Nor did one thought conceive of giving ground, 


Tho of his people not one him perſues, 
Tho he himſelf the mark o'th' city found. 
Many requeſt; but he deaf to them ſhews, 
That he'd return; but in there he does bound: 
Down to the — he, I ſay, did fly, 
Off from the wall of * cubits high. 
20. 
As if on ſtraw or feathers he did light, 
Unhurt upon the ſolid earth he preſs'd, 
And thoſe all round doos hew and hack and ſmite, 
As they hew, hack and ſmite the cloth when dreſs d. 
Gainſt thoſe now, now gainſt theſe, does dart in fight, 
And thoſe and theſe to fwift eſcape addreſe d: 
They, who, without, had ſeen the leap he made 
Within the walls, thought, late muſt prove all aid, 
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| 27. : 
Thro' all the camp the loud report ſpread wide 


From voice to voice: and murmurs, whiſp'ring 
prate | | 

Fame, bufy all around, ſtill magnify'd, 

And, as ſhe tells, the danger makes more great: 
T here, where Orland and Otho's ſon abide, 

(For they affault in places 2 — 
Where Olivier was fix'd, her flight the preſs'd, 
Her rapid pinions ſuff'ring _—_ to reſt, . . 

2 


Theſe warriours, and Orlando more than they, 
Who Brandimart did love and eftimate,' 

Hearing, that if they ſhould too much delay, 
They'll loſe companion of ſuch valour great, 

The ladders ſeize and mount by diff rent way, 
Emulous ſhow their royal minds elate, 

With ſuch bold ſemblance and ſo furious air, 


Their very fight caus'd the foe ſhake with fear. 


29. 
As, on the ſea enra 4 by ftormy wind, 
The waves tumultuous the raſh bark invade, 
Now at the prow, now at the parts behind, 
Furiouſly ſearch where entrance may be made: 
The pilot pallid, void of heart and mind, 
Bemoans and ſighs, where he ſhould lend his aid: 
One wave at length ſeizes upon the whole, 
And, where that ruſhes, in the reſt all rowl. 


o. 

So when had ſeiz'd a battlement 

Theſe foremoſt three, the paſs became ſo wide, 
That others after them now ſafely went, 

Who thouſand ladders at the foot apply'd. 
Mean time the batt'ring rams moft violent, 

With ruin vaſt, broke thro* on ev'ry ſide, 
So that they could, by many a difPrent part, 
Aſſiſtance give to valiant Brandimart, © 


I. 
The king ſuperb of *. with ſuch ire, . 
When he ſometimes o'er bank and bound'ries tears, 
And o'er th Oenean fields he does aſpire, 1228 
Nor furrows rich or fertile corn he ſpares 
And with their cabins the whole flocks entire, 
The ſhepherds with their dogs to th' waves he bears, 
The fiſhes glide midſt the elm's ſummit high, 
Where late the birds accuſtom'd were to fy. 48 


2. 
With ſuch a fury the *. turbulent, 
Where the walls cruſh'd in diff rent parts they ſpy, 
In with their ſwords and burning torches went, 
The people to deſtroy led evilly 
Murder and rapine and hands violent | 
In blood and their poſſeſſions, inſtantly —' 
In ruin the rich, glorious city lay, 


Which late had been queen of all Africa, 
H 2 33. 


From houſe to houſe th' extenſive 
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With bodies of the Fe fill'd the whole: 
And from each numberleſs and various wound 
Was form'd a lake far more obſcure and foul 
Than that which hell's dire ap i does ſurround : 
mes, which row], 
Moſques, porticos, palaces burnt to ground: 


The noiſe of wailings, howlings, yo ge | 
Ceaſcleſs, thro' emply, plunder'd were 
expreſt, _ 


: 34+ 
The cong'rours from the mournful preſs, 
All loaded with their ſpoils immenſe, one ſees : 


Some, with fine vaſes, ſome, with richeſt dreſs, 


Some, plunder ſilver o'th' old deities : 
Some drag the ſons, ſome mothers in diſtreſs. 
* Rapes were committed, thouſand injuries, 
Which, tho' great part 


were to Or known, 


The Engliſh duke nor he could hinder being done. 


35» 
Bucifar king of Algazer was dead, 
B — on him ſtout Olivier had lain: 
All hope and ev'ry comfort being fled, 
Wich his own hand Branzard himſelf had lain, 
By three ſuch wounds, that life ſoon vaniſhed: 
The duke Aſtolf had Folvo pris ner ta' en. 


Theſe were the three, which, when from thence he 


went, 


Agramant left to guard _ government. - 


Agramant, who his wit armament 
Deſerted had, now with Sobrin in flight, 
Bemoan d Biſerta, did from far lament, © 
Seeing on ſhore the fire's prodigious light: 
Then, when more near h'ad ſure advertizement, 
How his whole realm was in ſuch woeful plight, 
It enter d in his thought himſelf to lay, 
And ſo had done; but him Sobrin did ſtay. 


Sobrin ſaid : what more Pfu victory 
Could e'er, my lord, your enemy obtain, 
Than of death to hear, whence quietly 
He'll hope to keep of Afric the domain ? 


Canto 40, 


Such peaceful ſtate your life does him deny, 


Whence cauſe of dread he ever muſt retain : - 
He well knows, long he Africa can't hold, 
Unleſs your death to him the means unfold. 


38. | 
Your ſubjects all you, by your death, deprive 
Of hope, the only good doe now Am: ag 
By life, I think, you'll them to free contrive, 
To joy reſtore and draw them out of pain. 
I know, you dying, we till ſlaves ſhall — 
Afric ſtill fad in tributary chain: 
Then, tho? your life to you ſhould uſeleſs ſhow, 
Live, Sir, to cauſe not your poor ſubjects woe. 


39. 
From Ægypt's ſoldan to your realms ſo nigh 
You'll ſubſidies and people ſurely gain: 


He Pepin's ſon will ſee unwillingly 


Such ſtretch of pow'r o'er Africa obtain: 
= Norandin will come with full ſupply, 
Your kinſman he, your kingdom to regain : 
Armenian, Turk, Perſian, Arabian, Mede, 
If call'd upon, will to your ſuccour ſpeed. 


40. png 
With theſe, and ſuch like words, th' old man diſ- 
creet, 
To bring his lord to hope, us'd all his art, 
That Africa he ſoon again * „„ 


But the reverſe perhaps fear'd in his heart: 


He well knows, what diſtreſsful terms muſt meet, 


And how he often muſt lament and ſmart, 
Whoe'er compell'd is his own realms to loſe, 
And for their aid to the Barbarians goes, | 


I. 
Jugartha, Hannibal * did this evince 
ully ; and more, in ancient days, beſide : 

And Lewis Moro in our own time fince, 

Who m another Lewis, did confide. 
Alfons' your brother had, unhappy prince, 

Examples (Sir, this is to you apply'd) 
Who ſaid ſtill, arrant fool be deem'd he muſt, 
Who more in others than himſelf would truſt. 


» Hanaibal being vanquiſhed by the great Scipio in Africa, for fear of being betrayed by his own countrymen, fled to the protection of 


Antiochus ; of whoſe fidelity afterwards becoming doubtful, he went off to Pruſias 
menes, by the ſagacity of Hannibal, he in a naval conflit vanquiſhed his enemy. : a 5 him 
t perfidious king, without any farther application, immediately ſent to ſeize Hannibal to give him 


embaſſador from the Romans, tha 


i g of Bithinia, who, being then at war with Eu- 
Nevertheleſs, upon Flaminius coming to him as 


into the power of the Romans; which Hannibal perceiving, and being unable to fly, drank the poiſon, which he ſtill kept prepared for 


that purpoſe. 


— t that Jugurtha being many 
his ſon-in law's — ſent to call Sylla, and delivered Jugurtha 
' Sylla bore a ſhield whereupon was painted, King Bocc 


many times overcome by Marius, fled to Bocchus king of Mauritania, his father-in-law, who envying 
a priſoner to him, Marius returning and leading Jogu 
us, who had given him the aforeſaid priſoner; which circumſtance 


rtha bound in 


— 2 — faction, and was productive of infinite il] conſequences, flaughters, and 
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* And therefore, in the war, did 'gainſt him make 
The pontiff vengeful in his vaſt diſdain, 
Altho', by reaſon now his force was weak , 
He to no gallant project could attain, 
And his defender was forc'd to forſake 
Italy and his foe ſeiz'd his domain, 
He never, or by promiſe or by threat, 
Was led, to others to reſign his ſtate. 
413. 
King Agramant now wd the eaſt had bent 
His prow, and haſty o'er the ocean flys, 
When from the land a tempeſt violent 
With fierce aſſault ſeem'd on one fide to riſe :. 
The pilot, at the ſteerage now intent, 
I ſee, ſaid, caſting o'er the main his eyes, 
A ſtorm. ſo terrible does now prepare, 
Our bark will not be able it to bear. 


44. 
If you, my lords, to my advice attend, 
ere on the left hand is an iſland nigh, _ 

For which we ftrait ſhould make, I apprehend, 

Until the fury of the ſea paſs by: 
King Agramant conſents: and fo tend 

From danger and by th' coalt they hie, 
Which lay, for mariners ſecurity, 
Twixt Afric's ſhore and v 's furnace high. 


| i 45. 

This iſland void of habitation 

Was ful'd with myrtle ſhrubs and juniper : 

Sweet ſolitude, remote from ny one, 
Enjoy'd the ſtags, the hares, the goats and deer: 
And, ſave to fiſhermen, tis little known, 

Who on the ſmooth-clipt hawthorn often here 
Their humid fiſhing tackle hang to dry, 
Mean time i'th' ſea the fiſh reſt quietly. - 


Here, that another veſſel was arriv'd, they found, 
Which fortune hither did reduce and: chace, 
And the brave chief, o'er Serica who's crown'd, 
When leaving Arli, guided to this place : 
Suiting their rank with reverence profound, 
On ſhore each king the other did embrace : 
Allies they'd been but little time before, 
And ſocial arms gainſt Paris' walls they bore. 


. 47. ä 
Gradaſſo does with much diſpleaſure know 
The adverſe fate, did Agramant invade : 


Then, as prince courteous, him does comfort ſhow, 


Of his own perſon off'ring to him made. 
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But, that he to thoſe faithleſs realms ſhould 45 

Would not admit, from Ægypt to ſeek aid: 
What riſque he runs, ſays he, who thither flies, 
All exiles Pompey's fate ſhould. preadviſe. 


And as you've told: me, that with a ſupply, 
Senapus' Æthiopic ſlaves in aid, 
Afﬀeolfo's come to Afric's injury, 
And its chief city has in aſhes Jay'd, 
And that Orlando's in his company, 
Who lately had of ſenſe : depriv'd his head, 
Methinks, on the beſt remedy I've hit, 
Whereby you from your troubles all to get. 


| 49. 
For love of you, I'll pitch on the emprize, 


The count, in ſingle fight, to undertake : 
I, the defence, he'll uſe gainſt me, deſpiſe, - 
Tho! all of braſs or iron were his make: 
He being dead, the chriſtian church I prize, 
As does the famiſh'd wolf the lambkins weak. 
I've thought, and it ſeems eaſy to contrive, 
The Nubians ſoon from Africa to drive. 
| 50. 
V1! cauſe the other Nubians, whom divide, 
From them, the Nile and their laws different, 
Macrobians, Arabs, thoſe are well ſupply'd 
With gold and men, theſe with ſteeds excellent, 
Chaldeans, Perſians, o'er all I preſide, | 
With numbers more under my government, 
Such war in Nubia I'll cauſe them maintain, 
They in your kingdoms ſhall not long remain. 
I. 
To Agramant moſt aut did appear 
The ſecond offer king Gnadalſa made, 

And fortune kind to him he did declare, 
Who to this deſert iſland him convey'd; 
But, upon no condition could he bear, ; 

(Biſerta thence to gain if hope he had) 
Gradaſs, for him, that fight ſhould undertake, 
As he thought, thus his honour was at ſtake. 


2. 

If it be fit Orlando to ah, ; 

To me, he anſwers, ſuiting is ſuch fight, 
And I'm prepar'd : ſo may the Deity . 

Grant good or ill to me as he deems right. 
Gradaſſo anſwer d: with my ſcheme comply, 

Another method in my mind does light: 
By us both _w_ be this combat fought 

and one he ſhall chooſe out.. 


. 53. 


® It is ſaid, that in the deplorable capture of Ravenna, the duke Alfonſo diſcharging his remarkably. fine artillery on their bank, tore 


to pieces the army of the League: which tranſaction excited the. fury of the pope, 


againft him. But notwithſtanding the pope had cauſed the 


- Swiſs to make a deſcent upon him, and had driven the French out of Italy, who were his allies, and though the Venetian armada had 


beſieged Ferrara, and the 8 
as to call them in to his 


iard had made himſelf maſter of Naples, the duke, nevertheleſs, would not confide in the Barbarians, ſo 
ance, much leſs would yield up his territories to thoſe who applied to him to act in 
pretext of their zealouſly defending him from that diverſity of inſults, 


ſuch manner, under 
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33. | . 
I ſha'n't regret, ſo I'm not left behind, Orlando, as to you I odd ſay, 
| - Said Agramant, tho firſt or ſecond I: His, in his madnefs, ſcatter'd o'er the plain: 
| ] know, in arms I can't a comrade find Theirs, Rodomont, from th' others, bore away, 
On earth, than you, of greater bravery. Which ia th' high tow'r, on the ſtream's ſide 
What poſt for me, ſaid Sobrin, is aflign'd ? . remain, 
And if ye aged think me, I reply, Nor could be many found in Africa, 
I ought to have experience more o courſe : As well that, into France, for war had ta'en 
And counſel good, in danger, equals force. King * ſuch as were fit for uſe, 
As that 


54. Afric could but few produce. 
In years advanc'd Sobrino was, but ſtrong 60. 
And healthy, and in feats of arms renown'd : As well the poliſh'd, as thoſe ruſted o'er, 
- '2 ſaid: old age, where vigour does belong, What he could get, Orland caus'd them unite : 
Than green and early youth is not leſs found : And with his comrades walking on the ſhore, 
This his demand was judg'd to be not wrong, While he diſcours'd about the future fight, 
And meſſenger, without delay, was found, It happen'd, that, now got three miles or more 
Whom they diſpatch'd away to Afric's ſhore, . Beyond the camp, raiſing to th' ſea his ſight, 
And, on their parts, t' Orland the challenge bore. He with full crouded fail a veſſel ſpy'd, 


55. | Which did for Africa at freedom ride. 
That he ſhould come, in number equally, 61. 
To Lipaduſe, with knights in arm'd array : Without one ſailor her to navigate, 
A little iſland this, round which does lie At fortune's pleaſure and the wind's command, 
Upon all fides the ſpacious rowling ſea. With lofty ſails the bark did forward beat, 
The meſſenger his ſails and oars did ply, Until ſhe fix'd remain'd upon the ſtrand. 
As man who bound was to avoid delay, But ere I more of this to you relate, 
* Till at Biſerta : where Orland? he found, | The love, I Ruggier bear, does me remand 


| | oF | The ſpoils and captives ſharing to his troops around. Of him to treat, and wills, that now I tell 
fe | 58 gia + a What to him and to Claremont's chief befel. 
The — Gradaſs and Agramant, 


| 62. 
P . And of Sobrin was publick notify'd : Of thoſe two chiefs, I ſaid, they did retreat 
i So pleaſing it was to the prince Anglant, From forth the ſettled martial enterprize, 
q he courier with rich gifts he 1 — d: Since the convention fix'd ſome did defeat, 
| From friends h'ad heard the news ſignificant, And troops and ſquadrons in confuſion riſe : 
That Durindana now wore at his ſide Who firſt of all their oaths did violate, 
The king Gradaſs: whence he flam'd with deſire, PE — was —— — A injuries, 
ip To voyage into India quite, it to require. | mant or Charles the emp'rour twas, 
? | 7 5 22 | They ſtrove to learn, of all that by them paſs. 
1 Thinking, Gradaſs he could not elſewhere find, . ; 63. g 
4 Seeing, he heard, he out of France was gone: ITth mean time one of Ruggier's retinue, 
Now, to him chance had nearer ſpot aſſign d, Who faithful was, dextrous, as well as ly, 
| He hop'd, he ſhould cauſe be reſtor'd his own. And never of his-maſter had loſt view, 
3 Almont's fam'd horn too now ſtir d up his mind, During, of the two camps, the conflict high, 
IB This challenge eagerly to enter on: To bring his ſword and horſe, did him perſue, 
* And no lefs Brickador, as in the hand That he his people might with aid ſupply. 
Of Trojan's fon him fallen he did underſtand. | Mounting his ſteed, his weapon ſeiz d Ruggier; 
| 58. But in the ſkirmiſh would not interfere, 
rades, he elected in this fi 4+ 
true and Arte Olivier : Thence he departs ; but firſt he does renew 
Of one and t' other he had prov'd the might, The compact he did with Rinaldo make: 
He knows, to both he is extremely dear. | If Agramant he. found t his oath untrue, 
Good horſe, ſtrong coat of mail and breaſt plate Him, with his wicked tribe, he would forſake. 
tight 3 For all that day, Ruggier no feat would do 
And {word he ſeeks and lances ev'ry where, In arms; but utmoſt care did take 
For ſelf and friends: I think, you'll bear in mind, To ttop each one, and cauſe them to relate, 


None in their pow'r their uſual arms did find. If Agramant or Charles their oath did violate, 


Suitable and elegantly- aſſigned occupation, 


A 
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He hears from ev'ry one, that, on the ſide 

Of Agramant, the pact had firſt been broke : 
Ruggier lov'd Agramant, and to divide 

From him for this, he as great errour took : 
Routed the Africans were far and wide, 

(As late I've ſaid) and from the upmoſt ſpoke 
Of the unſtable wheel of her caſt low, 
Who does the world round, at her. pleaſure, throw. 


| 66. 
Penſive, Ruggier does in himſelf diſpute, 
If he his lord ſhould follow or ſh ould ſtay: 
Love of his nymph on him reſtraint does put, 
Forbidding his return to Africa : 
Him turns and twiſts to contrary perſuit, 
Him ſpurs, and threats hard puniſhment to lay, 
The thought, .if he his oath ſhould violate, 
Which, with Rinaldo, he did ſtipulate. 


67. 
On t' other fide, notleſs 44 ſpur and ſmite 
His mind, that vigilant and anxious care, 
If, in ſuch ſtate, he Agramant ſhould ſlight, 
*T would be aſcrib'd to meaneſs and to fear: 
If for his ſtay his reaſons ſhould ſeem right 
To many, many them would — : 
Many would ſay, regard ſhould not be paid 
To oath illegal and. unjuſtly made. 


68. 
All this whole day and the next night he paſs d 
In gloomy thought, and fo the foll'wing day, 
His mind ftill working, with doubts overcaſt, 


Whether [he thence ſhould go or here ſhould: 


ſtay: 
In favour af his lord concludes, at laſt, 
To Aftic, after him, he'd haſte away: 
Much power o'er him had connubial love; 
But duty, honour, did ſuperior prove. 


69. 

Tow'rds Arli turns, hoping to find the fleet, 

Which him might bear to Afric back again; 
Nor bark i'th' ſea or river could he meet, 

Nor Saracin he ſees, but what is ſlain: 
Agramant took each ſhip, at his retreat, 

And burnt what in the harbour did remain: 
His thought thus fruſtrated, he takes his way 
Towards Marſeilles, trav'Iling beſide the ſea. 


O. ; 

He thought, ſome veſſel be ſhould light upon, 

Thro' pray'r or force, to get to t' other ſhore ; 
Now there was come the king of Denmark's ſon, 

Whoſe veſſels the Barbarian pris'ners bore : 
A grain of millet one could not have thrown 

nto the water, *twas ſo cover'd o'er 

Of various ſhips with multitude fo great : 
Conq'rows and captives was the pompous freight. 
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71. 
The Pagan veſſels, all which did remain, 
That night, ſafe from the flames and ſhipwreck 
dread, 
Except a few, which to ſwift flight had ta'en, 
Unto Marſeilles Dudon now wholly lead : 
Seven of thoſe kings, who over Afric reign, 
Who, when they ſaw their people vanquiſhed, 
Had of their ſeven veſſels ſtruck the fail, 
Silent, with down-caſt looks, their fate bewail. 


2. 

Dudon deſcended from ol ſhip to land ; 

For he would go to find out Charles that day, 
And, of the ſlaves and ſpoils, a triumph grand 

H'ad order'd in magnificent array : 
The pris'ners were extended o'er 4. ſtrand, 

The Nubian victors round, in chearful way, 
Throughout thoſe regions ecch' ing loud, proclaim 


Their chieftain Dudon's celebrated name. 


From diſtance far, Ruggiel in hope comes on, 
That this was Agramant's arm'd pow'rful fleet : 
And preſꝰd his ſteed, to have it clearly ſhown ; 
But knew them, when he did more forward get, 
And he in bondage, the king Nafamon, 
Farurant, Brambrag, Agricalte, met, 
Manilard and Balaftro, Rimedont, 
Who ſtood lamenting with dejected front. 


74 
Ruggier, who loves them, could by no means bear 
he mournful ſtation, in which them he found : 

With empty hand to come, he is aware, 

To little, pray'r would, without force, redound : 
He ſmites their guards, firſt lowering his ſpear, 

And of his valour gives the proof renown'd ; 
Then draws his ſword, and, in an inſtant ſmall, 
Caus'd, all around him, more than hundreds fall, 


Dudon the noiſe does Vs the ſlaughter ſee, 
Which Ruggier makes; but who 'tis does not 
know : 
He marks his people turn about to flee 
With utmoſt terrour, ſcreaming cries and woe : 


Steed, helmet, ſhield he calls for inſtantly ; 


For, breaſt and arms prepar'd were for the foe : 
He mounts his horſe and caus'd them bring his lance, 
His heart ſuggeſting, he's a knight of France. 

. 6 


76. 
He loudly call'd: let each one ſtand aſide: 


Makes his horſe feel the ſpur and forward fly : 

Mean time by Ruggier's hand now hundreds dye, 
Which gave the captives hope of liberty: 

And as he holy Dudon, coming, ſpy d, 
Mounted, alone, and the reſt infantry, 

He thought, this muſt the lord and leader be, 

And againſt him adyances eagerly. 


5 56 ORLANDO 
| 5 5 Dudon was foremoſt . inſtantly, 


When, without lance. Ruggier was in his ſight, 
His on away he caſt, diſdaining he 
With ſuch advantage to tack a knight : 
Ruggier, remarking th act of courteſy, 
ajd in himſelf: herein I muſt be right, 
This one is of thoſe warriours highly fam'd, 
Who, *mong the French, the Paladins are nam'd. 


8. 
III him intreat, if able, Fon his name, 
Ere we proceed, he will to me make known : 
he And fo he aſk'd him, and afſur'd became, 
„ That he was Dudon, Daniſh Uggier's ſon. 
Wee 3 Dudon like anſwer did of Ruggier claim, 
| And no lefs courteſy by him was ſhown. 
1 When they'd reveal d their names reciprocal, 
HE Each gave the challenge and to work they fall. 


| | 79- | 
Dudon now weilded that vaſt ſteely mace, 


Which him in thouſand feats did glory gain, 
EE - Wich that, he fully ſhows he's of the race 
1 Of the, for lofty honour famous, Dane. 


1 3 The ſword, which thro? all armour will find place, That oftimes o'er his ſight ſuch dazaling fell, 
. Than which the world better does not contain, Himſelf from falling off he ſcarcely ſtay'd. 
Wh Ruggier now draws : and glorious ſample gave But, more to pleaſure thoſe who hear my rhime, 
[ek Of his vaſt proweũ to Dudon the brave. This Canto I'll defer till other time. 
IH | | __IMAGINARIA EVANUIT GLORIA. 


0 


Ruggier could uſe his ſword flatways as well, 


2 
< = \ (_ N 4 
„ — 
EIT 4 1% 
8 g 4 8 As * TY 
„5 4 l Yr, ” x 
100 2 


U RTO So. 
But as he ſtill retain'd. in memory, 

His lady leaſt offence he could to ſhow, 
And was aſſur'd, if he the plain ſhould dye 

With blood of him, he wrong to her ould do, 
Fey erp of each French family, 

at Dudon's mother was, he well did know, 

Armellin, Beatrice* ſiſter, ſo his aunt 
The latter was, mother of Bradamant. 


81. : 

For this, he never with the point would ſmite, 

And cautiouſly the edge on him did lay, 
Defends himſelf, where'er the mace does light, 

Sometimes, by parry, ſometimes, giving way. 
Turpin believes, 'twas Ruggier's kind foreſight, 

That in few ſtrokes he Dudon did not ſlay : 
Nor e'er, what time himſelf he open lay'd, g 
Ruggier would ſtrike, but flatways, with his blade. 
| 82. 


Canto 40. 


with the edge: and vaſt back had the blade : 
And there, as ſporting oddly with a bell, 
With ſo much force he upon Dudon lay'd, 


E XK  ® & Ca 


FROM THY 


INGENIOUS 


HE author having ſet forth, in moſt lively 

imagery, and glaring colours, a rigid critic, 

who, as his zealous friend, cenſured him for 

a ſort of approbation of the poem then on his table, 
cauſes the converſation to be contiuued, as follows : 


I Greci ſoli (ripreſe egli, in un tuono veramente 
grave, e ſonoro) hanno ſpianata queſta difficolta ; 
perche eſſi unicamente appreſero per ſe ſteſſi, ed in- 
ſegnarono a gli altri Parte maraviglioſiſſima di teſſere 
il finto col veriſimile, e cagionare per eſſo tutto quell 
incredibil diletto, che dall ammirabil deriva : e per 
non divagarmi e confondermi nella moltiplicita degli 
eſempli, vj ridurrd a memoria quel terribile cangia- 
mento della afflittiſſima Niobe in ſaſſo; mutazione, 
la quale (come vedete) eſce fuora del tutto dal corſo 
della natura, ma che però nel medeſimo tempo non 
ha coſa alcuna d' inveriſimile; concioſſiacoſachè la 
poteſtà di cangiamento ſi ſtrano ad un celeſte Nume 
fi aſeriva. Ma non cosi hanno penſato, ne in cosi 
fatta maniera (a dirla chiaramente fra di noi) fi ſono 
regolati i noſtri Poeti Italiani, e VArioſto in primo 
luogo, il quale in queſto genere ha cost ſconciamente 
mancato, che quel ſuo Poema dell' Orlando Furiaſo 
non fi merita altro nome, che d' un confuſo am- 
maſſamento d' immaginazioni pazze e ſtravolte, non 
di Poeti ingegnoſi; ma di ammalati frenetici, le qua- 
li, ſpogliate affatto d' ogni colore di veriſimile, muo- 
vono pinttoſto a compaſſione, che a diletto gli uo- 
mini di erudizione e di ſenno. In quanto a me, che 
Pho letto e riletto, non ho ſaputo mai capire, come 
per eſſo fi ſia non ſolo per tutta Vltalia ; ma per 
tutta la Francia, e per la Spagna ancora alzata una 
nominanza i celebre ; ne come mai egli gabbia per 
queſte nobiliſſime nazioni avuto tanti imitatori, di 
modo che per eſſo si è guaſtata e perduta, e tra loro 
e tra noi, tutta l' arte del ben poetare; quando per 
altro non ſarebbe mancato loro per eſempio d' un 
ben fatto Poema l' Lalia Liberata del Triſſino, che, a 
mio giudizio, & l' unico fra noi, il quale g accoſti alla 
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perfezione del Poema. Imperocchè in eſſo, e vi 
ſono moltiſſime di quelle coſe, che egli debbe avere, e 
neſſune di quelle, delle quali dovrebbe eſſer privo? 
avegnache, ne vi ſono gli anelli, che rendono altrui 
inviſibile, ne i Gigantoni ben tarchiati, e paffuti, ne 
le feminelle, che veſtite di piaſtra, e di maglia facci- 
ano mirabilia con lancia, e con ſpada; ed altre ſimig- 
lianti beſtialita, per le quali ne va si pettoruto, e s 
gonfio quel buon Meſſer Lodovico, il quale è tanto 
lontano dal meritarſi nella ſavia, e hen purgata opi- 
nione degli eruditi il nome di buon Poeta, che eiſi 
appena appena gli accordono quello d' un verfificatore 
felice. Nel mentre che egli cosi pazzeſcamente beſ- 
temmiaya, non vi potrei dire, reveritiflimo * Aci, le 
ſtrane coſe, che mi paſſarono per la mente. Penſai 
infino di mettergli le mani adoſſo, e col temperino, 
che aveva li pronto, per acconciare le pene, fargli un 
brutto sette ſul viſo, ed inſegnargli per un' altra 
volta a parlare con pid giuſtizia delle perſone di 
merito. Ma pure per non guaſtare cos in un 
ſubito i fatti miei, repreſſi gl impeti del giuſto 
ſdegno, e con ſembiante tranquillo: Signore (diff 
lui) che coſa avete detto mai ? Per verita tute 
altro mi farete voi credere, che quello, che e ſata 
voſtra intenzione di perſuadermi. Jo vi meno 
buono, quanto avete detto di grande, e ſublime in- 
torno all epica Poeſia; e vi meno buono altresi, che 
rariſſimi ſieno quegli ingegni, che poſſano teſſere un 
bel Poema: e conchiudo con eſſo voi, che i due fini 
principaliſſimi dell epica Poeſia ſono il dilettare e il 
giovare; anzi » aggiungo, che quel Poema fara il 
pid bello ed il pid perfetto, che ſarà pid ripieno di 
coſe, che diletteranno, e ſaranno giovevoli inſieme: 
ma, per queſta ragione appunto, io non ſolamente 
mi diſcoſto, ma del tutto mi divido dalla voſtra, non 
ſo ſe invidioſa, e maligna, ma certiſſimo ſtravolta 
opinione, che avete conceputa dell' immortale, ed in 
ogni tempo celebratiſſimo Ferrareſe : e ſiccome, men- 
tre avete voi favellato, non ſiete ſtato giammai da 
me interrotto ; cosi uſate meco altrettanto di corte- 


By It is uſual in Italy for perſons of literature, &c. to form themſelves into ſocleties, and take fiftitious names, This gentleman and 


friend, with others, having tiled themſelves Arcadians, 
writer had aſſumed Tiſeo. = 


as diſpoſed to poetical ſtudies, the above is his paſtoral appellation, and the 
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ſia nelb udire le ragioni, per le quali pretendo, che 
voi fiate in un manifeſtiſſimo errore. 
Ne dubitate, che io ſia per dilungarmi troppo; 


perche (conforme vi è noto) il vizio, o forſe la ne- 


ceſſità d' eſſere oltre modo proliſſo egli & per ordina- 
rio il ſolito rifugio di tutti coloro, che conoſcendo di 
avere il torto, ſi luiingano di oſcurare la verita con 
le ciarle. Voi avete detto, che nel dilettare princi- 
palmente conſiſte la bellezza del Poema epico, e che 
la novita, e la maraviglia, il veriſimile, e il finto ben 
regolati e ben teſſuti cagionano una ſoavità, ed un 
piacere cosi maraviglioſo nelle menti degli uomini, 
che li leva affatto fuora di ſe fteſh, e li conduce do- 


vunque aggrada all' ingegnoſo Poeta: ed in prova di 


queſto raro meſcuglio di mirabile, e di veriſimile, 
avete portato il cangiamento di Niobe in ſaſſo; coſa 
rara, come ognun vede, e percid maraviglioſa, ma 
fattibile; perchè operata da un dio, e perciò veriſimi- 
le. O ſiate mille volte benedetto, e udite paziente- 
mente quello, che ſono per dirvi. Se quel Poema 
ſarà il più bello, ed il pia compiuto, che arrecherà 
diletto maggiore; biſognerà pure, che voi confeſſtate, 
che il Poema dell Orlando Furigaſo ſia ſopra d' ogni 
altro Bẽelliſimo, e perfettiſimo. Ma voi crollate la teſta 
e ſorridete? L' Ariofto (al voſtro dire) con le ſue fan- 
tanſie, ed immaginaziont beſtiali fi è tirato appreſſo 
tutta V Italia: que? ſuoi Ippogrifi, quegl' incanteſimi, 
quei ſogni d' ammalati frenetici, che fanno compaſ- 


ſione agli uomini di ſenno, fi leggono da ogni 


di perſona, non ſolamente ſenza nauſea e ſenza ri- 
brezzo; ma con una incredibile avidità e piacere. 
Alle menſe de gran ſignori fi cantano, per rallegrarli, 
le ſue leggiadriſſime ottave ; ne? ridotti —— 
letterati, chi recita l' impazzamento d' Orlando, chi 
le querele d' Iſabella, chi le ſmanie di Mand ricardo, 
chi il tradimento d' Olimpia, e chi altro, ſimile avve- 
nimento. Ma che ſpendo pit parole e parlo di Lette- 
rati, e di Signori ? I marinai, i vetturini, le donni- 
ciuole ſteſſe, mentre quelli viaggiano, e queſte teſſo- 
no, ſcemano il peſo delle faſtidioſe lor cure, col can- 
tare i verſi dell' Arioſto; laddove del voſtro Triſſino, 
per nobiliſſimo Poeta cl egli ſi ſta, come ſpogliato 
di quel ſaporitiſſimo dolce, che tanto piace, non è al- 
cuno, che ne parti ; ma viene egli conſumato dalle 
polvere, e dalle tignuole, e laſciato non altrimenti in 
un canto, che dagli amoroſi giovani nelle ſtrepitoſe 
feſte di ballo alcuna curva vecchierella, e bavoſa. A 
che dunque, per vita voſtra, attribuirete voĩ queſta 
sfrenata voglia, che accende gl' Italiani tutti di leg- 
gere, o di udir leggere V Arioſto; e quella avidita 
inſaziabile di vederne, ſe effi poteſſero, il tine, ſenza 
punto d' interrompimento? Non ad altro certiſſima- 
mente, che a quell infinito piacere, che inonda gli 
orecchi, e gli animi di tutti coloro, che lo leggono ; 


il qual' piacere (come voi pure diceſte poco fa) & di 


tanta poſſanza, che ha tirato a ſe con la dolciſſima 


ſua violenza non ſolamente gl' Italiani, ma gli uomini 
ancora di la dall alpi, e dal mare: coſa appreſſo di 

me cotanto mirabile, che non ho parole da ſpiegare 
la ſtima, e la venerazione, che io ho per quel glorio- 
ſiſſimo, e divino Poeta. Poter di Giove ! Quale bel- 
lezza mai Greca, o Latina, viſta, e riviſta dagli uo- 
mint, aventò cosi gran copia d' amoroſe fiamme ne” 
petti loro; come poco, o nulla veduto (per cosi dire) 
ha di ſe V Arioſto invaghito la maggior parte, e la 
più coltivata d' Europa? Imperocche toltine noi altri 
Italiam, e quelle tra di noi d'un guſto pid raffinato 
nelle lettere ; chi vie, o Franceſe, o Spagnuolo, che 
poſfa mai eſſere un ottimo conoſcitore delle tante 
bellezze, che fanno belliſſimo l' Arioſto ? Certa coſa 
ſi e, che ꝓer molto ſtudio, che fi faccia di noi in una 
lingua foreſtiera, non fi giunge mai a penetrarne 
quelP ultima bellezza, che vi fanno conoſcere ſola- 
mente quelli, che in eſſa naſcono, ed in eſſa ſi ſtudiano 
di comparire. Se dunque i nudi ſegni, e ſenza bel- 
lezza di contorno, ſenza varietà di colori, ſenza aria, 
ſenza gradazione, e ſenza quella ſimmetria, che ri- 
ſulta dal tutto, hanno potuto tanto in quelle ſtra- 
niere nazioni ; che maraviglioſi amori avrebbero in 
eſſe riſvegliato, ſe li poteſſero vagheggiare, ſiccome 
noi, nella loro perfezione e nella loro propria veduta. 

Ma diſcendiamo al particolare, e vediamo, ſe ve- 


. ramente quelle, che voi chiamate ſtravaganze, e beſ- 


lita nelP Arioſto, ſono tali. 

Voi dite, che quegl' Ippogrifi non li potete ſoffrire ; 
ma non mi dite il perche. Patite voi forſe di verti- 
gini? E quello immaginarvi di volare vi conturba 
forſe, e ſpaventa ? Se queſto egli e; purgatevi, e 
prendete a bere del vino amariſſimo, dove abbia bol- 
lito per molto tempo P afſenzio ; che cosi confortato 
di tefta potrete leggere con quel piacere, che leggo- 
to il volo del fortunato Ruggiero con la ſua belliſſima 
Angelica in groppo. Ma ſe poi vi diſpiace come una: 
finzione non veriſimile ; per queſto motivo avete il 
torto, $1 perchè appreſſo i Poeti è antichiſſimo il ca- 
vallo Pegaſco; 53 perch il forte Perſeo affair prima di. 
Ruggiero aveva liberata, ftando ſopra d' un alato ca- 
vallo, Andromeda, legata al duro ſcoglio. E' anello, 
che rendeva inviſibili tutti coloro, che ſel tenevano 
in bocca, Parmi fatate, i palagi incantati, e coſe 
fimili, voi li chiamate ſogni, e deliri d' ammalati- 
frenetici. Non è cosi? Ma ditemi per vita voſtra : 
per qual motivo ho io da lodare, come belliſſimo il, 
ritrovamento di cangiare Niobe in ſaſſo, e debbo vi- 
tuperare tutte queſte altre invenzioni dell' Ariofto ? 


Perchè (dite voi) nel cangiamento di Niobe vi ebbe 


mano alcun Dio. Ed io vi ſoggiungo, che nelle coſe 
ſtraordinarie 


3 
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ftraordinarie dell' Arioſto vi hanno avuto mano ben 
parecchi Demoni, la poteſta de' quali ella e infinita- 
mente maggiore di quello, che noi poſſiamo penſare. 
Sicchè ne pure per queſto capo fi rende V Arioſto 


ſpregevole. Vi danno faſtidio i Giganti? Ma forſe 


temete voi di eſſere condannato a riveſtirli, e fare 
loro le ſpeſe? Sono effi forſe un ritrovamento dell 
Arioſto, di modo che ſolo abbiamo avuto notizia di 
coſtoro per mezzo ſuo? Eſſi (come ben ſapete) ſono 
antichiſſimi; ed & di Fede, che ſonvi ſtati. Ma 
(direte voi) non cosi grandi. State zitto, che hanno 
bevuto più groſſo di noi i noſtri antichi; e baſti per 
convincervi quel ſolo Gigante, chiamato Encelado, 
che tiene il capaccio ſotto il Veſuvio, la ſterminata 
pancia nel mare, e le grandiſſime coſce co* moſtruoſi 
piedi ſotto Etna; che, ſe ſiete buon Geometra, voi 
vedrete, che egli e un Gigante da non miſurarſi col 
paſſetto, ma con la ſcala de gradi a maniera delle 
provincie. Ora di queſti PArioſto non ſolo non nꝰ ha 
veruno, ma a mettere tutti i ſuoi Giganti inſieme, 
per largo, e per lungo, non prenderebbero tanto 
ſpazio, quanto vi corre dal bellico all' inforcatura di 
queſto ſol Gi gantaccio. Ma che accade, che io pit 
midiſtenda ſopra di cid ; quaſi che voi non ſappiate, 
che ſorta di ſniſurati beſtioni fu quella, che moſſe la 
formidabile guerra a Giove, dalle mani de* quali uſ- 
civano ſaſh cosi ſterminati, che ſe cadevano in mare, 
formavano V iſole, e ſe cadevano ſu la piana terra, 
formavano i monti. Tutte coſe, padron mio garba- 
tiſſimo, da fare ſbalordire un mulino a vento, che 
ſempre gira, non che un uomo di qualche ſenno ; e 
pure ſono migliaia d' anni, che ſono ſtate dette, e 
forſe credute, e neſſuno fino a qui fi è preſo collera, 
ne fi è voluto ſbattezzare per cauſa loro, conforme 
per molto meno mi avete cera di volere far voi. 

Della bravura poi delle Bradamanti, e delle Mar- 
fiſe, che a voi pare s ſtravagante, e che vi rivolta lo 
ſtomaco, e v amareggia il palato, io non voglio par- 
larverne; perchè non merita riguardo alcuno queſto 
voſtro diſpiacimento, eſſendoci ſtate infinite donne, e 
nella deſtrezza delle perſone, e nel valore dell' armi 
celebratiſſime. Ma penetriamo un poco la materia 
pia a dentro, e vediamo, che coſa hanno preteſo 1 
Poeti con queſte loro invenzioni. 


+ Ai draghi fatati, &c. 


+ Berni, Orlando Inamorato, Lib I. Canto XXV. Or, ſee my Annctat. on the Orl, Fur, Canto VIII 
this poem came to my knowledge; which quotation may be attempted in Englith thus: 
Theſe fated dragons, this enchanting might, 


Sicche dunque per venire alla coneluſione, non è poi 
PArioſto un Poeta cosi triviale, come lo fate; apzi 
ſe non volete impugnar la verita conoſciuta, egli 
è ſenza fallo uno de' primi lumi della volgar Poeſia. 
Forſe ſoggiugnerete: Egli non ha oſſervate tutte le 
regole, che ſono ſtate poſte al componimento del 
Poema epico, e che pero per dolce, e ſoave ch' egli 
ſi ſia, non gli ſi debba guardare in viſo; anzichè di 
gran lunga poſporlo a qualunque Poemetto arido, e 
diſguſtoſo, ma fatto con regola. 

Su queſto punto io non voglio attaccar briga, nc 
con voi, ne con altri; ma ſervira per riſpondervi 
(quando mi promettiate di non averlo per male) la 
narrazione d' un certo Apologo, che a me pare, che 
al caſo noſtro mirabilmente egli faccia. 

Avete dunque da ſapere, che vennero un giorno a 
lite fra di loro, a cagione del canto, il Ruſignuolo, e 
il Cuculo, ſtimandoſi Puno all altro d' effere ſuperior 
di gran lunga. Diceva il Cuculo, che il ſuo canto 
era continuata, naturale, e con miſura ; il Ruſignu- 
olo aſſeriva aver egli afſai pia armonia di quella, che 
qualunque altro uccello s aveſſe: e quindi, per non 
venire alle brutte, fi conchiuſe tra di loro di rimettere 
il loro litigio al giudizio d' un terzo, qualunque fi 
foſſe : e preſo il volo, nel paſſare ſopra un verde pra- 
to, vi ſcorſero un ſolenniſſimo Aſino con un paio d' 
orecchi, che erano poco meno di mezzo braccio uns. 

Onde tutto heto 1] Cuculo : Non andiamo pit in- 
nanzi (diſſe al Ruſignuolo) che i pietoſi Dei ci hanno 
fatto dare nel giudice ; perche conſiſtendo tutta la 
ſcienza di queſta materia nell' udito, chi meglio di 
lui potra dare una giuſta, e ben proporzionata ſen- 
tenza ? E detto fatto, ſe ne volarono ſopra un bafſo 
arboſcello di pere, e ſopra i ſuoĩ rami, ſtretti ſu l' ale 
fi ſtettero, e quindi umilmente pregarono PAſino, 
che dar voleſſe un incorrotto giudizio ſopra la loro 
quiſtione. L'Aſino, che aveva pit voglia di mangi- 
are, che di fare da giudice, appena alzò la grave teſta 
da terra, e ritornolla ad abbaſſare, e date un paio di 
ſtrepitoſe crollate d' orecchi, fece capire a' due liti- 
ganti, che per quel giorno non teneva giuſtizia : ma 
eſſi lo pregarono tanto, che egli per fine levatoſi dal 
paſcolare, tenendo alta la teſta, e gli orecchioni ritti 
ritti, a maniera di lepre, quando cammina : Can- 
tate via (diſſe loro) e ſpacciatevi; che come aſcoltatĩ 


„ Publiſked long before 


Theſe books and horns and dogs and gardens rare, 
And ſavage men, of ſuch gigantic height, 

Monſte ru, wild beaſts, that human emblance wear, 
Are feign'd: to give the ignorant delight; 

But, ye, who are endu*d with judgm-nt clear, 
Perceive the doctrines, which conccal'd we keep, 
Beneath theſe elevated co rings deep, 
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io vi averd, vi dird ſubito il mio debole ſentimento. 
Il Cuculo fi miſe il primo in aſſetto, e diſſe; atten- 
dete ben, ſignor Giudice, alla bellezza del canto mio, 
che in queſto punto udirete, e ſopra il tutto badate 
all' artifizio, con cui lo compongo. E quindi, fatto 
otto o diece volte cu cu, gonfiatoſi alquanto, e ſcoſſe 
tutte le ſue penne, fi tacque. L' Uſignolo allora, 
ſenza uſare verun proemio, incomincid il ſuo grazi- 
offimo gorgheggiare, e tanta varieta, bellezza, ar- 
monia riſultava da ſuoi ſoaviſſimi verſi, che non vi 
era fiera in que” boſchi, che, tratta dall* incredibile 
dolcezza, che da loro pioveva, a lui non correſſe, e 
nel mentre che egli s' andava vieppid nel ſuo canto 
ingolfando, il Giudice annoiato della lunga prova, 


mandato fuora un villaniſſimo raglio: Egli pud eſſere 


(difſe al Ruſignuolo) che il tuo canto abbia pid gra- 
zia di quel del Cuculo; ma quel del Cuculo ha + 
pid metodo. 

La favola ſignifica, Padrone mio bello, che, ſe- 
condo la ſentenza di quel giudice da quattro piedi, io 
ho tutti i torti, e voi avete tutte le ragioni : e ſicco- 
me io non m' affanno per aver perduta la cauſa ; cosi 
prego voi a non v* incollorire per averla vinta : anzi 
vi conſiglio a darvi pace, e ſtare allegro, e ad induſ- 
triarvi a ſputar dolce, con tutto che maſtichiate del 
fiele: e giacchè ho preſo qualche confidenza con voi, 
e che a dirvela giuſta, non mi fate punto paura; vi 
vo dire in ſegreto una coſa, che vi farà certamente 
maravighare. Quel Poema, che y* ha moſſo i vermi- 
ni, e v ha fatto tanto ſcorrubbiare contro di me, e 


contro quel mio amico, ſappiate, ch' egli è farina del 


mio ſacco, opera delle mie mani, e in una parola, 
che Þ ho fatto io, e Pho fatto a pezzi, e bocconi, 
conforme m' e paruto, e piaciuto, e ſono andato avan- 
ti (come i ſuol dire) a occhi, e croce ; ne ho penſato 
plu che tanto alle regole, ed a' precetti, ma ſolamente 
ho avuto un certo diſcernimento da non fare qualche 
coſa di moſtruoſo, cio e a dire, di non fare un corpo 
con cinque, o ſei capi; ma con un capo ſolo, e cost 
dell' altre parti, che data proporzione ad un ben fatto 
corpo convengonſi. Del reſto jo non ho avuto altro 
fine, che di piacere, e principalmente a me, e poi di 
mano in mano a coloro, che forſe una volta lo legge- 
ranno. 

Imperocchè gli uomini, quando ſono veramente 
oppreſſi, o dal peſo delle fatiche, o dalla malyagita 


della fortuna, o dalle pubbliche cure, vogliono ralle- 


grarſi : e ſiccome la maeſtra natura conduce quaſi a 
mano gli animali tutti a cercare quella ſorte di cibo, 
che loro pin fi confaccia; cosi per la medeſima fiamo - 
internamente moſſi nell avvilimento dello ſpirito a 
cercare di conforto, e di ſollievo; ne alcuno v' è ne pid 
atto ne più efficace a rallegrarci in un ſubito, che d' un 
grazioſo componimento poetico. Onde ſe queſta mia 
operetta verrà mai ad ottenere un fine cos diſcreto, 
ed umano z vi giuro, che ne fard contentiſſimo, aſſi- 
curandovi, che verun conto non fard mai di quello, 
che poſſiate dir voi, o gli uomini, ſiccome voi, quando 
fate un giudizio cosi pazzo, e beitiale del più cele- 
bre, e del pid . ragguardevol Poeta, che abbiamo. 
Cid detto mi tacqui : ed egli ad un tratto nelle ſue 
ſmanie tornato, ſenza altro dirmi, partiſſi. 


« + Why let the ſtricken deer go weep.“ HAMLET, 
« Critics affect to write like lawgivers z but we oft.n ſee them biaſſed by reſentments of real or imaginary injuries, or by their 
« friendſhip with thoſe who are intereſted in a cauſe : and ſometimes they take a diſlike to a ſubject, which they have not examined, os. 


ds nat underſtand,” : 5 


HAN WAV. 


ALTHOUGH: 


(v) 
LTHOUGH there ſcarce can need any more convincing proof of the eſti- 
mation, in which this divine poet has ever been held, by his own nation in 
particular, yet the following tranſcripts may be a more ſolemn inſtance of even 


the commencement and continuance of ſuch immenſe regard conceived towards 
him, as well at the time of his death, as in the ſubſequent years. 


“In the magnificent church of the Benedictine friars at Ferrara, on the left ſide, upon 
« a column, you read this inſcription to—The Prince of the Italian Poets.” 


D: O: M. | 
LUDOVICO AREOSTO Porr PaTtziT10 Fenrantns 3 
AvucusTinus MusTus. TANTO Viko, AC DE $SE BENE 
Merxen: TUMULUM, & EFFIGIEM MARMOREAM, 
EE PrOPRLO, P: C. Anno sATLuris MDLXXXVIII. 
ALPHONSO SECUNDO Ducg,—V1x1T ANNOS 59. oi 
| Anno SAL: 1533+ 8. ibus Juni. 


And a little lower, being the compoſition of Lorenzi Frizoli,” 
Hic Akkosrus fitus eft, qui Comico 
Aures ſparſit Theatri urbanos ſale : 
, Satyraque mores ſtrinxit Acer improbos 
Heroa culto qui Furentem carmine, 
Dumumque, curas cecinit, ac prelia.. 
Vates corond dignus unus triplici, 
Cui trina conſtant, que fuere vatibus 
Graiis,, Latinis, vixque Hetruſcis, ſingula +: 


Which may. be rendered thus : 
Here lies Ar1osTo : who, with Comic Vein, 
'Theatric ears polite could entertain : 
Whoſe Satyr keenly ſcourg'd the vicious age : 
Whoſe well-turn'd verſe the Hero's Wondrous Rage 
Chanted, the grove, his pangs, and battles rare : 
Bard, ſole, deſerving triple crown to wear ! 
Thoſe trinal 'honours, ingly, poets own, 
Greeks, Romans, Tuſcans, he poſſeſs'd, Alone. 


+ It is frong]y to le ſuſpected, Dryden had this inſcription in view, when be wrote his ſo celebrated epigram on Milton: but if ſo, 
he has ſcarce made a change for the better. As the turn of this is, moſt aſſuredly, more eaſy, natural, noble — than — denying the 
Pearer off Nature, and then giving ber an i nnatura] (not to ſay flat and abſurd) operation making a Third --- and joining the former 
Two, þ 


It is ſubmitted to the reader, whether what follows may be conſidered as an improvement : 


Nature, to cauſe her utmoſt farce be ſhoxwn 
The Gifu the Two ae d, befew'd eñ Ons, 


46 Then, 


(* 8 
« Then, entering into the monaſtery, you ſee a little, antique chapel, where, 
for a long time, were preſerved, with great veneration, the bones of AR1osTo : 


#7 tit and on the wall is ſtill remaining,” 
. * | Qui giaceP ARIOSrO: Arabi odori 
„ FPjsiegate, 0 aure, d queſta tomba intorno : 
|  _ | Tomba ben degna d' immortali honort ; 
1 h Ma troppo d & gran buſto humil ſoggiorno ! 
1 | | Offa felici, voi & incenſs, e fori 
1 555 Habbiate il viſo gu hor cinto e adorno: 
14 8 E da li Heſperii liti, e da li Ebi 
2 | Vengan mille bel” alme d veder Voi. 
. Qu giace quel, che I ſeme di Rugiero 
ib .Cantd, e I valor, del gran fignor d Anglante. 
1 Voi, che maſſi d' ardente alto penſiero 
Fermate i paſſ al ſuo ſepolcro avante, 


Dite (ne pur in parte andrete al vero) 

| Che *n quanto & ſotto al gran peſo d Atlante, 
5 Di cui non fu di Cinto il ſacro regno 

7 |  Spirto piu bel, ne più ſublime ingegno. 


Attempted thus in Engliſh : 

Here lies Axios r. Arabian perfumes ſweet, 

Ye gentle breezes, o'er this tomb ſpread round; 
Tomb, to enjoy immortal honours, meet : 

But humble ſpot, for body ſo renown'd ! - 
With incenſe, happy bones, and flow'rs replete, 

May ye remain, ever adorn'd and crown'd: 
And, from th' Heſperian to th* Evan ſea, 
May thouſand wits exalted come to vilit thee! 
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Here lies that bard, whoſe verſe, of Ruggier's ſeed, 
And the great lord of Anglant's, feats diſplays. 


. 2 
es v * 


4 | Ye, whom here noble thoughts attentive lead, 

|| Who ſtop, upon this ſepulchre to gaze, 

+! 2 Say (nor the ſtricteſt truth will ye exceed) 

\ 18 1 Beneath the weight which Atlas once did raiſe, 

1 1 | Throughout all Cinthus' realms, ne'er was, than him, 


Spirit more lofty, genius more ſublime. 
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N. B. Some readers having wiſhed, that the few Italian quotations in my book 


of Annotations, had been rendered into Engliſh, this ſuperfluous page gives an 
opportunity for my compliance therewith, as well as I am capable.--- 


CanTo VI. 


Turpin relates here, &c. 
Since he was an archbiſhop, we muſt need 


Let what he ſays, tho? falſehood, paſs for creed. 


Canto XXIV. 


— I wail your deſtiny :- 
But not my own; ſince at your ſide I die. 


Canto XXXIV. 

O' th' Leſtrigons, who joy man's fleſh to eat, 

Our country may be deem'd quite opulent, 
Who have ſuch monſtrous teeth and talons great, 

And beards and noſes vaſt and eyebrows bent: 
Theſe are your courtiers, patrons, vile, elate, 

Whoſe minds on miſchief ever are intent: 
The traitors eat the fleſh, and drink the blood 
Of the poor wretches in their ſervitude. 


STANZA 2. 
Of one they eat the head, &c. 
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